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The Messenger

THE SOUND OF (SHEER) SILENCE
Scripture Reading: 1 Kings 19:1-18 (NRSV)

Elijah is one of my favorite figures in the Bible.  In 
the previous chapter, he has a lot of courage to face 
down the prophets of Baal when he was so greatly 
outnumbered.  He trusts in God to see him through 
and God does not let him down.

That’s why this story is so important.  After the dust 
settles, Queen Jezebel threatens his life because she 
was a supporter of Baal.

And even though he just had a victorious showdown 
with miraculous intervention, he fears for his life and 
heads for the hills.  As an outside observer, we want to 
shake some sense into Elijah and say, “After all you just 
witnessed, why would you run?”

But what makes this such a great story is that it shows Elijah 
as all-too human.  We all have moments of courage and 
cowardice.  We want to highlight our bravery and sweep 
the not-so-spectacular moments under the rug.  I would be 
happier if no one else knew anything about them.

Yet, the Biblical authors share these details precisely so we 
can connect with them.  To be afraid is to think with blinders 
on.  When we are afraid, our ability to make good decisions 
actually decreases substantially.  So Elijah runs away when 
maybe the best thing for him would be to stand firm in the 
Lord.

Elijah travels to the same mountain where Moses 
encountered God and received the 10 Commandments.  
He sees a lot of flash in wind, earthquakes and fire but he 
doesn’t perceive God in any of the chaos.  This reminds 
Oklahomans in particular that God is not sending tornadoes 
as retribution!

Rather, Elijah encounters God in the stillness following the 
turmoil.  The New Revised Standard Version relates a “sound 

of sheer silence.”  The King James Version translates it as a 
“still small voice.”  I think I prefer the new Common English 
Bible which states, “there was a sound. Thin. Quiet.”

This reminds us that we can fill up the space in life with a 
lot of noise.  We can say a lot of words and phrases when 
we pray.  But maybe the most meaningful communication 
with God is when we can stop and listen.  When we hear 
nothing, our faith can allow a connection that is greater 
than the absence of sound.  It is mystical and it allows us to 
simply be.

Elijah interprets that God is not done with him yet.  In 
fact, he is not the only faithful person alive.  God begins to 
connect Elijah with others so that God’s work can take on 
greater meaning.  But he might not have been able to hear 
this if he hadn’t stopped running and stopped talking.  Good 
lessons to be learned almost three thousand years later!

In Christ,
Sam

Check out Sam’s Blog here:  http://precedinggrace.blogspot.com/

 Photo by Trekking Rinjani via Flickr.com.  Used under the Creative 
Commons license.

There is something transcendent about
the high places on our planet.
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“GOOD GRIEF” SUPPORT GROUP
Thursday, April 27 | 10 - 11 am | Main Bldg, Rm. 314
If you are coping with the  loss of a loved one, come 
be a part of a group of  folks who care about you and 
how you have been coping with your loss/change in 
life. Support group, facilitated by Revs. John Corbin 
and Don Vaught, sharing will be kept confidential.

SENIOR CONNECTION
Join the Senior Connection for another great evening on 
April 28 at 6 pm in the CAC.  Shari Carney will be the 
special guest along with a surprise guest.  Come for the 
surprise, wonderful entertainment, dinner and great 
fellowship.

RANDOM ACTS OF KINDNESS LADIES GROUP 
will meet on Thursday, May 4, 2017 at 6 pm at Interurban  
on Danforth in Edmond. We will be collecting feminine 
hygiene products to to be given to the Hope Center.  You 
can bring them to the meeting.  Even if you are not a 
member of RAK you are welcome to make a donation. If 
you have questions call or text Marie at 249-1107.

LGBT SUPPORT GROUP
Tuesday, May 2 |  6:30 -7:30 pm | M 316
Our church offers a meeting with people who want  
to show love and support to those who consider  
themselves LGBT.  All are welcome. 

BENEFIT LUNCH FOR TROOP 77 SCOUTS
Be our guest for Pasts with a Purpose on Sunday, May 
7th from 11 am to 1 pm in the CAC. Tickets are $7 for 
adults and $4 for children and include pasta with meat 
or alfredo sauce, lasagna, salad, garlic bread, beverage 
and dessert. Proceeds help purchase new tents, 
lanterns, kitchen utensils and summer camp expenses.

Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org

EDMOND 1st

FRIENDS
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 2017 CONFIRMANDS
LEFT TO RIGHT, FRONT ROW: Gardner Oesterle, Shawn-
tae Covington, Drew Moguin (Baptism), Drake Schick 
(Baptism). 2ND ROW:  Maryann Seabrook, Augie Friend, 
Eva Lowrey, Everett Daugherty, Sam Hedger, Josh Vaught. 
BACK ROW: Erica Lawrence, Aidan Culley (Baptism), Ben 
Henry (Baptism), Rev. Sam Powers, Caden Grinsteiner

Camp Campaign starts on April 23rd. Please consider 
donating to help our youth and children attend camp 
this summer. You can find donation cards outside of 
the East Wing of the Sanctuary and in Wesley Hall. 
Please take a card with the amount you would like to 
donate and turn that into the offering plate or busi-
ness office. Thank you for your support and prayers as 
we prepare for summer camp!

CAMPS AND DATES
Camp Spark @ Canyon Camp | June 26th-30th
Entering 6th grade- Grads | Cost: $130

JEM @ Canyon | June 12th-16th *Junior high leadership camp

Incoming 6th-8th grade | Cost: $173

CYME @ Egan | July 3rd-7th | Cost: $175
*This is a senior high leadership camp (9th-Grads). We are 
limited on the number of youth that can attend, so these 
students have a process to go through to be able to attend camp.

To sign up for camp visit www.okcamps.org. You will click 
register and create a profile. Please contact Erica for more 
information. erica@fumcemdond.org

PIZZA WITH THE PASTOR
Are you new to Edmond First United Methodist Church?  
Would you like to learn more about us and meet the pas-
tors and staff?  You are invited to join us for Pizza with the 
Pastor on Sunday, April 30 from noon to 1 pm.  Childcare is 
provided and the pizza’s on us!  Please RSVP by April 26 to 
info@FUMCEdmond.org.
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VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED 
FOR:  SPRING 
ADOPT-A-
STREET
Saturday,  April 
29, 2017  |  9:00 
– 11:00 a.m.

Our Spring 
Adopt-a-Street 
clean-up is 
scheduled for 
this Sat. along 
with the city-
wide Opera-
tion Clean Community event.  In case of rain or other bad 
weather, we will reschedule for the following Saturday, May 
1, at the same time.

We meet in the church  west parking lot to get assignments 
and supplies (bags and safety vests), then car pool to our 
site: Sooner Road from Danforth to Coffee Creek.  Bring 
work gloves and wear shoes and clothing appropriate for 
walking in the ditch. 

We welcome new volunteers for this important opportuni-
ty to help our church make a difference in our community.  
Please call Phyllis Ward (282-1155) if you would like to help 
or for more information. 

SKYLINE INSTALLS FREEZER
Because of your generous donations from the Skyline Food 
drive and the Missions Pancake Breakfast, Skyline has 
purchased and now installed the freezer that will help them 
to serve even more people by being able to obtain low cost 
or free food that they can store in this freezer!  The electrical 
for this new freezer will be hooked up next week.

Megan Borum, 
Director of Children and Family Ministries

megan@fumcedmond.org

VBS & SUMMER CAMP COLLECTION
We are collecting items for Vacation Bible School and Summer Camp.  Items can 
be dropped off at the welcome desk in the Christian Activity Center.
• empty plastic water  
     bottles
• cotton balls
• empty jelly jars
• empty peanut butter jars
• empty pickle jars
• straws

• mason jars
• liquid starch
• cardboard egg cartons
• paper towel rolls
• toilet paper rolls
• empty 20 oz. Soda 
     bottles

LOST & FOUND
Last chance! You may claim the dishes in the CAC, coat, 
Bible’s, etc. may be claimed in the main building business 
office or visit the CAC on Sunday morning, April 30. All 
unclaimed items will be donated.

CHURCH CAMP REGISTRATION 
IS OPEN! 

Please register by April 30th!
This summer we will be attending 
Sonshine and Growin’ In Grace 
at Canyon Camp.   Sonshine is for 
campers entering first and second 
grade and costs $79.00.  Camp starts 
on June 17 and ends on June 18.  
Growin’ In Grace is for campers en-
tering third through fifth grade and 
costs $187.00.  Camp starts on June 
12 and ends on June 14.   Please 
email megan@fumcedmond.org to 
sign up for camp.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Wednesday, April 26                                                                    
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg 
5:30 pm  Wednesday Fellowship Dinner, CAC
6:00 pm  Bible Studies and Classes
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
6:00 pm  Children’s Preschool Choir, M Choir Rm
6:30 pm  Children’s Elementary Age Choir, M Choir Rm
6:30 pm  Salvation of Dr Who, CAC 210
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100 B

Thursday, April 27                                                                       
10:00 am “Good Grief” Support Group
3:00 pm  Whiz Kids, Tabitha Baptist Church

Friday, April 28                                                                           
10:00 am  UMW - Seekers Circle, M 116B
6:00 pm  Senior Connection, CAC Gym

Saturday, April 29                                                                       
8:00 am  Scout Merit Badge Class, CAC 107
9:00 am  Adopt A Street

Sunday, April 30                                                                           
Scout Sunday
8:30/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:45 am  Sunday School Classes/Confirmation Class
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
12:00 pm Pizza with the Pastor, M 313/314
1:30 pm  Visioning Meeting
1:30 pm  Worship Committee, M 118B
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B
5:00 pm  Youth 6th-8th, M 3rd Floor

Monday, May 1                                                                          
5:45 pm   Scout Den Meetings, CAC Gym, 107, 207-9 
6:30 pm  Page Turners Book Club, M 118B
6:45 pm  Bell Choir Practice, M 104B
7:00 pm   Scout Troop 77, CAC

Tuesday, May 2                                                                           
9:00 am  Archives Committee, M 115B
6:30 pm  LGBT Support Group, M 316
6:30 pm   Senior Citizen Volleyball, CAC Gym

Wednesday, May 3                                                                    
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg 
4:30 pm  Evangelism Committee, M 118B
5:30 pm  Wednesday Fellowship Dinner, CAC
6:00 pm  Bible Studies and Classes
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
6:00 pm  Children’s Preschool Choir, M Choir Rm
6:30 pm  Children’s Elementary Age Choir, M Choir Rm
6:30 pm  Salvation of Dr Who, CAC 210
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100 B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

Brittany Culley 
transferred 
membershipfrom 1st 
Christian Disciples of 
Christ in Arlington, Tx.  

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER | 5:30 PM

APRIL 26
Pizza

APRIL 19
Chicken Spaghetti; Seasoned Green Beans; Garlic Bread, 

Lime Whip dessert/Cookie
 PBJs will be available for children.  *Catering provided by Millie’s Table.

Adults $7 | Kids 12 & Under $4
Family Max $25

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (April 23, 2017)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 179
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 95
Worship Service – 11:00 am 202
Nursery 8

Total 484
Sunday School 218
Youth 45


