
DOES THE CHURCH HAVE LESS 
INFLUENCE TODAY?

This is not a trick question.  When I grew 
up, it was very normative to be a Christian.  
In fact, it was weird if you weren’t.

I had a couple of Jewish friends and 
when I found out they went to worship 
on Saturday, I felt sorry for them because 
that’s when all the good cartoons were 
on television.  If they tried to watch TV on 
Sunday, all they could see were worship 
services.  And by worship services, I mean 
Christian worship services.

There were plenty of things that were 
closed on Sundays and there was nary a 
school activity on Wednesday night.  It was 
easy to be a Christian because our culture 
didn’t allow for much choice in the matter.  
Or at least, it made it easy to attend due to 
lack of competition.

In the Church today, its members are facing a very different 
reality.  There are loads of options during Sunday morning 
worship.  In fact, most of the congregation brings the 
options with them into worship today:

Cell phones.

These little wonders contain all the distractions one could 
ask for:

videos

books

games

articles

music

even voyeurism - err, I mean social media.

So people in today’s United States must actively choose to 
turn off the phone and engage in their faith.  And before 

you text me that your Bible app, prayer app, worship app, 
faithful living app, church app helps you in your faith, I 
meant turning off the phone in a metaphorical sense.

This is the sense that we must turn away from the world and 
try to hear what God may have for us.  I don’t mean turn our 
back on the needs of the world, I mean that we must turn 
away from the message of the world that constantly cries 
out, “It’s all about you!”

This Sunday, we will continue in the series, “Living a 
Resurrection Faith in a Post-Christian World” and I will try to 
address the question in today’s blog title.  We’ll look at Acts 
4:5-12 and see how Peter’s word for the elders of the day is 
still Peter’s word for us.

And spoiler alert, the answer to the question, as always, is 
up to you.

In Christ,
Sam

Check out Sam’s Blog here:  http://precedinggrace.blogspot.com.
Photo by harrypope via Flickr.com.  Used under the Creative 
Commons license.
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 Sometimes we forget the
target audience of the Church. 
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WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY
For the next two weeks, we will be examining the 
resurrection stories of the Gospels during the Stories of 
Easter Bible Study led by Rev. Dr. Sam Powers.  All are 
welcome in CAC 108 at 6 pm!

NEW TRAINING SESSION: MAKING SLEEPING 
MATS FOR THE HOMELESS
Thursday, April 19 | 1:00 – 3:00 |  Room 111
Come join us as we learn to make sleeping mats out of 
plastic shopping bags.  Bring:  Cutting mats and wheels 
(if you have them), all your clean, saved plastic bags 
(Wal-Mart/Target size, any color), Crochet hook, size Q, 
if you want to learn the crochet process. 

There are several key steps to construct a mat.  You may 
want to learn them all so you can complete a mat on 
your own, or you might just want to focus on one step 
and get really good at it to contribute to the group effort 
to complete one or more mats. We welcome anyone 
who would like to join us in this project.

PRAYER SERVICE FOR HEALING
Sunday, May 6  |  12:15 pm  |  Sanctuary
There will be a prayer service for healing immediately 
following the 11 am service in the Sanctuary on Sunday 
May, 6. If you would like prayer, join us! Questions? 
Contact Rev. Dr. Sam Powers at sam@fumcedmond.org

CANCER SUPPORT GROUP
Friday, April 20 | 10 am  |  Room 314 
If cancer is a part of your life, do not cope alone; you  
have a church and a cancer support group that is  there 
for you! Items discussed will be confidential.  Come 
find out more about fellowship, increased  awareness, 
healing, optimism, strength, understanding and growing 
together.

CONGRATULATIONS UCO WESLEY DIRECTOR 
MATT BORUM
Congratulations to UCO Wesley Director Matt Borum! 
Matt has been appointed to Yukon First United 
Methodist Church beginning June 1st.  Edmond First is 
happy that it is close in our district so that Megan, our 
Director of Children and Family Ministries, will be able 
to remain at Edmond First!  

NEWS AND UPDATES ON FACEBOOK
Did you know that we often share interesting facts, 
upcoming events and more on the FUMC Edmond 
Facebook page?  If you haven’t already followed us, 
make sure to visit our page and like it.  Make sure to 
click the “following” button under our profile photo and 
set your preferences to “see first” to make sure you see 
our posts! 

Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org
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SEEKER’S CIRCLE PROJECT MORNING
Seeker’s Circle is hosting a “Project Morning” this coming 
Saturday, April 21, 2018 at 9:00 a.m. in Room B118.  In 
October, our unit began a New Day Camp project for 100 
wooden hearts/shapes and 100 drawstring bags.  These are 
AGAPE - gifts to every child at camp that our UMW ladies 
will have made and prayed over, sharing our love in a very 
tangible way with these children of incarcerated parents.  
We got a great start, but we need 100 bags, so we still have 
some work to do.

We need:
(1) Sewing machines and people to sew - (need 
confirmation of specifically who can sew and who has a 
machine for us to use).
(2) 12 inch square scraps of fabric - cotton or polyester 
work best (nothing fuzzy or that ravels easily).
(3) 3/8 inch to 1/2 inch ribbon - all colors.
(4) Fine-tip colored Sharpies - (these will be included in 
the group leader bags for the children to use at camp).

On Saturday, April 21, we will:
(1) Cut fabric and ribbon for bags (using a pattern).
(2) Sew bags and thread ribbon.
(3) Make “sample” hearts (they have already been 
painted).
(4) Sort materials into cabin bags (Ziplocs) for small 
group camp leaders.

Please RSVP by e-mail to Ellen Lyons (lyonsden5@cox.
net) or text (405) 820-7729. We hope all of our circles are 
represented in helping to get this project completed.
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Megan Borum, 
Director of Children and Family Ministries

megan@fumcedmond.org

WORSHIP AND MUSIC MINISTRY UPDATE
Andrew Schaeffer, Director of Music Ministries
andrew@fumcedmond.org

As you probably already read in Sam’s column, we will 
celebrate Confirmation Sunday at the 8:30, 10:50 & 11:00 
services.  In most churches, including ours, it is held in late 
spring, which, unfortunately, coincides with graduation 
season leading many to believe that Confirmation is a 
graduation from Sunday School.  However, just as school is 
designed to give us the tools to become life-long learners, 
and graduation a symbolic sending forth; Confirmation 
instruction is a way for our students to become life-long 
disciples of Jesus Christ, and the Confirmation celebration 
a renewal of that commitment.

With that in mind, the real reason we hold Confirmation 
in the spring is that, for centuries, the universal church has 
recognized that it is important that Christians be confirmed 
in the shadow of Easter.  For it is only by Christ’s resurrection 
and the power of the Holy Spirit that we are emboldened 
to live lives of faith.

In the sanctuary services, we’ll celebrate this joyful day 
with festive music that will emphasize the importance 
of the church and our need to continually renew our 
commitment to serving Christ and His kingdom.  Join us on 
Sunday not only to support these young members, but to 
give thanks for your own life of faith!

FUMC VBS NEEDS YOUR HELP
We are gearing up for VBS and need your help to make it 
another fabulous year! Below is a list of needs, can you 
help by donating some of these items?

• Skinny Christmas Trees
• EMPTY Cereal Boxes
• Woodland stuffed animals
• Newspaper
• Elmer’s White Glue
• White, Brown and Green 
     Spray Paint
• Masking Tape
• Sharpies
• Canoes/Kayaks
• Blue Streamers
• Little Tykes Log Cabin

• Brown, Blue, and Green  
     Butcher Paper
 • Wooden Crates
• “Please don’t feed the 
     animals” sign
• Lanterns
• Blue Plastic Table Cloths
• Green Plastic Table Cloths
• Liquid Starch 
• Pool noodles
• Fishing Rods
• Pine Cones

KIDS CAMP SIGN UP
Camp sign-ups are live. We have two camps available for 
kids. We will be going to Camp Canyon in July. Children 
entering into first and second grade will attend camp July 
21-22.  The cost is $84.00.  Children entering grades three 
through five will attend Growin’ In Grace July 16-18th.  The 
cost is $192.00.  You can sign up here: https://okcamps.
campbrainregistration.com

MISSIONS COMMITTEE INTRODUCES 
MISSIONARY
The mission committee would like to 
introduce you to our missionary, Rev. 
Carmen Ana Perez-Rios.  She serves as the 
coordinator of missional development and 
local church revitalization in the Methodist 

Church of Puerto Rico, based in San Juan.  We, as a church, 
over the next year, will be helping to support her mission 
efforts .  The committee is looking at best ways to support 
her ministry in the aftermath of the hurricane devastation.  
In the coming months we will be sharing opportunities, 
through donations and a fund raiser, to further the 
rebuilding of the community that she serves. We will be 
posting information here, in The Messenger, so stay tuned 
for more details.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 18                                                                     
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
9:15 am  Holy Yoga, Wesley Hall
10:00 am Ice Angels, CAC Kitchen
11:45 am Care Support Group, M 316
12:00 pm UMW - Executive Meeting, M 116B
1:00 pm  UMW - Unit Meeting, M 118B
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
6:00 pm  Bible Study with Rev. Dr. Sam Powers
6:00 pm  Jesus in the Gospels
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

THURSDAY, APRIL 19                                                                        
9:30 am  Preschool Chapel, Sanctuary
10:00 am Encore Choir, Choir Room
1:00 pm  Matt Making for the Homeless, M111B
7:00 pm  Finance Meeting, M 314

FRIDAY, APRIL 20                                                                        
9:00 am  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
10:00  Cancer Support Group, M 314

SATURDAY, APRIL 21                                                                        
8:00 am  UMM Breakfast, CAC
8:30 am  UMW Work Day, M 118B, 111B

SUNDAY, APRIL 22                                                                              
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:45 am  Sunday School & Confirmation Classes
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
1:00 pm  Youth Trip, TBA
4:00 pm  Disciple I, M 316
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

MONDAY, APRIL 23                                                                              
12:00 pm Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
6:45 pm  Bell Choir Practice, M 104B
7:00 pm   Scouts, CAC

TUESDAY, APRIL 24                                                                         
1:00 pm  Senior Congregational Care, M 118B
6:30 pm  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 25                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
9:15 am  Holy Yoga, Wesley Hall
10:00 am Ice Angels, CAC Kitchen
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
6:00 pm  Bible Study with Rev. Dr. Sam Powers
6:00 pm  Jesus in the Gospels
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER | 5:30 PM

APRIL 18
Pasta and Salad

APRIL 25
Boxed Lunch

COST: DONATION

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (April 15, 2018)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 161
Worship Service – 9:45 am 80
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 95
Worship Service – 11:00 am 188
Nursery 18

Total 542
Sunday School 208


