
HOW DO I RELATE TO PEOPLE 
OF ANOTHER FAITH?
As our church continues the 
series, “Living a Resurrection 
Faith in a Post-Christian Society” 
we are examining what it means 
to be the church today.  Where 
to be American once brought 
the likelihood of Christian faith, 
that is not the case now.  This 
week’s topic is “How Do I Relate 
to People of Another Faith?”

In looking at the lectionary 
passage, Acts 3:12-19, we 
witness an encounter between 
Peter and the Jewish onlookers 
following a miraculous healing 
in Jerusalem.  Since this account 
was written over fifty years after 
the fact, it has the appearance of 
a Christian-Jewish dialogue.  In 
actuality, it would have been an 
intra-Jewish conversation since 
Christianity had not yet emerged 
as separate from Judaism at that 
time.  The shame Peter throws 
toward those in Jerusalem would 
have been as one Jew to another 
rather than as a Christian toward 
a Jew.  It also would have been 
from a minority population to the 
majority rather than as equals or from a position of power.

This makes a difference in power dynamics because someone 
in a minority position doesn’t wield the same kind of power 
as someone in the majority.

Later, after Christians became the dominant population, Jews 
became a minority group that were blamed for the death of 
Jesus.  During the Crusades, the Muslims were seen as the 
religious occupiers of the Holy Land that needed to be driven 
out.  Due to the distance between the countries in Western 
Europe and the Middle East, it was not easy or cheap to travel 
with armies that far.  Some felt that the Jewish populations 
were a good substitute because they were within reach.  In 
1096, the Rhineland massacres took place in Germany which 
some historians look at as a precursor to the Holocaust.

The atrocities of the Crusades didn’t stop with Jewish 
populations.  In 1209, Pope Innocent III decided to crackdown 
on the Cathars who were Christians that didn’t submit 

to the authority of the Pope.  
While they resided in the town 
of Beziers, France, they lived 
in harmony with the Catholics 
there.  The Crusaders recruited 
to eliminate the Cathars ended 
up slaughtering around 20,000 
people in the town including 
women and children and then 
burned the town to the ground.  
It was the French monk Arnaud 
Amalric who was later reported 
as being asked how they would 
tell the difference between the 
Catholics and Cathars in Beziers 
and replied, “Kill them all.  God 
will recognize his own.”  This 
has been paraphrased in later 
military endeavors as “Kill ‘em 
all - let God sort ‘em out.”

Even though the Europeans did 
not recapture the Holy Land 
during the Crusades, Muslim 
populations still have difficulty 
with the term “Crusades” and 
what it meant for the treatment 
of their populations (including 
women and children) during 
that time by the West.

As we look at our own history, 
if we are to have a conversation with someone of another 
faith, it helps if we recognize our previous shortcomings.  
In the past, we have practiced dominance rather than 
dialogue.  It is time for us to see the death of the Crusade 
mentality in Christianity and allow the love of neighbor to 
be resurrected.  In this love, we practice respect for others 
- even those we would consider opposed to our faith.  This 
approach is Christ-like as we remember that Jesus tells us to 
love our enemies and pray for those who persecute us.

This may also mean that we need to repent of when we have 
been the persecutors - just as we rightly decry terrorism 
today, there are periods in our history that have not dignified 
our Christian witness.In Christ,
Sam

Check out Sam’s Blog here:  http://precedinggrace.blogspot.com.
Photo by Merrimack Collage via Flickr.com.  Used under the 
Creative Commons license.
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The Messenger

 Sometimes economics bridge
a gap where other methods fail. 



Confirmation Hike
1pm-6:30pm (Wesley Hall) | Bring Money for dinner
*All youth, incoming 6th graders, confirmands, 

mentors, and parents are welcome to join us for 
the annual confirmation hike at Canyon Camp. Please 
wear old shoes and clothes. You will want to bring a 
plastic bag, change of shoes, and clothes just to be safe.
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN GENERAL MEETING
Wed. April 18  |  1 PM  |  Room B118
Random Acts Circle is the hostess as well as in charge of 
the program. The program will be ‘The History of United 
Methodist Women in Mission’. It sounds great so plan to 
come. The Executive Committee meets prior to the Unit 
meeting in the Library at 11:30. Don’t forget that in May 
our general meeting will be a salad luncheon Hosted by 
Wesleyan Circle. 

CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP- BEGINS IN APRIL
Third Wednesday of Each Month | 11:45 am  |  Room 316
The first support group for caregivers will be held 
Wednesday, April 18, at 11:45-1:15. Participants who 
can come only for lunch time are welcome to come 
and leave to go to work. While a light snack will be 
provided, participants are welcome to bring their own 
lunch.  This is a wonderful opportunity to talk with and 
listen to other caregivers. You can share or just listen.  
Please sign up by calling Carol Crisp at 341-4014 as soon 
as possible, or Taprina Milburn at Sunbeam, 609-8939. 
There will be a support group meeting each month 
on the third Wednesday at the same time in the main 
building room 316.

NEW TRAINING SESSION: MAKING SLEEPING 
MATS FOR THE HOMELESS
Tuesday, April 19 | 1:00 – 3:00 |  Room 111
Come join us as we learn to make sleeping mats out of 
plastic shopping bags.  Bring:  Cutting mats and wheels 
(if you have them), all your clean, saved plastic bags 
(Wal-Mart/Target size, any color), Crochet hook, size Q, 
if you want to learn the crochet process. 

There are several key steps to construct a mat.  You may 
want to learn them all so you can complete a mat on 
your own, or you might just want to focus on one step 
and get really good at it to contribute to the group effort 
to complete one or more mats. We welcome anyone 
who would like to join us in this project.

PRAYER SERVICE FOR HEALING
Sunday, May 6  |  12:15 pm  |  Sanctuary
There will be a prayer service for healing immediately 
following the 11 am service in the Sanctuary on Sunday 
May, 6. If you would like prayer, join us! Questions? 
Contact Rev. Dr. Sam Powers at sam@fumcedmond.org

CANCER SUPPORT GROUP
Friday, April 20 | 10 am  |  Room 314 
If cancer is a part of your life, do not cope alone; you  
have a church and a cancer support group that is  there 
for you! Items discussed will be confidential.  Come 
find out more about fellowship, increased  awareness, 
healing, optimism, strength, understanding and growing 
together.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org
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NEWS AND UPDATES ON FACEBOOK
Did you know that we often share interesting facts, upcoming 
events and more on the FUMC Edmond Facebook page?  If 
you haven’t already followed us, make sure to visit our page 
and like it.  Make sure to click the “following” button under 
our profile photo and set your preferences to “see first” to 
make sure you see our posts!  
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Megan Borum, 
Director of Children and Family Ministries

megan@fumcedmond.org

MUSIC MINISTRY UPDATE
Andrew Schaeffer, Director of Music Ministries
andrew@fumcedmond.org

Every Thursday morning, children from our Preschool 
venture over to the sanctuary for their weekly chapel 
service.  At the beginning of our time together, I usually 
ask them if they notice anything different about their 
surroundings and, with our church adorned for Easter, we 
had much to discuss last week!  One particularly observant 
student noticed that the large candle next to the baptismal 
font (known liturgically as the paschal candle) was lit.  It 
then occurred to me that some in our congregation might 
also be wondering why it’s lit throughout the Easter season.

Simply put, the candle represents both the pillar of fire that 
led Israel by night and the risen Lord who stands among us 
at Easter.  The word “pasch” comes from the Hebrew word 
meaning “pesah” meaning deliverance or Passover, which 
ties directly into the Easter story.  We intentionally keep this 
candle next to the baptismal font as a constant reminder of 
our own deliverance from sin and death through our own 
baptisms.  Likewise, if you attend a funeral at our church, 
you’ll find it lit near the casket or memorial photos as a 
powerful and tangible reminder of the resurrection.

As you worship with us over the next few weeks, take a 
moment to look at the beautiful paschal candle in its glory 
and remember with joy how Christ has led you to new life!

SKYLINE CHALLENGE
Thank you for all of your donations to 
Skyline during our Skyline Challenge.     
Each church was incredibly generous 
and was able to 89,380 meals or fed 
nearly 30,000 people for a day each!

“Through the friendly Lenten Challenge, FUMC Edmond 
and New Covenant have made Skyline a winner. In 
2016, this challenge to live out discipleship enabled 
Skyline to purchase a box truck. The 2017 challenge, 
enabled Skyline to purchase a second freezer. And 2018 
has “seeded” the fund to plant a community garden on 
the Skyline-owned lot due east of the building. On top 
of those financial gifts, over 9000 pounds of groceries 
and household items have been donated over these 3 
years. Remember, every pound provides 4 meals! You 
have, indeed, faithfully responded to Christ’s command 
to “feed my sheep.”

    ~ Rev. Deborah Ingraham
        Skyline Urban Ministry

Don’t forget, you don’t have to wait until Lent to donate to 
Skyline! Donations are accepted year round! 

Skyline Challenge Totals between both churches:
4,849 pounds + $17,496

FUMC VBS NEEDS YOUR HELP
We are gearing up for VBS and need your help to make it 
another fabulous year! Below is a list of needs, can you 
help by donating some of these items?

• Skinny Christmas Trees
• Canoes/Kayaks
• Blue Streamers
• Brown, Blue, and Green  
     Butcher Paper
• Little Tykes Log Cabin 
• Woodland stuffed 
     animals big/ small
• Wooden Crates
• “Please don’t feed the 
     animals” sign
• Lanterns

• Blue Plastic Table Cloths
• Green Plastic Table Cloths
• Newspaper
• Glue (white)
• White, Brown and Green 
     Spray Paint
• Liquid Starch 
• Pool noodles
• Cereal Boxes
• Masking Tape
• Fishing Rods
• Pine Cones

Camp sign-ups are live. We have two camps available for 
kids. We will be going to Camp Canyon in July. Children 
entering into first and second grade will attend camp July 
21-22.  The cost is $84.00.  Children entering grades three 
through five will attend Growin’ In Grace July 16-18th.  The 
cost is $192.00.  You can sign up here: https://okcamps.
campbrainregistration.com
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 11                                                                     
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
9:15 am  Holy Yoga, Wesley Hall
1:00 pm  UMW - Friendship Circle, M 118B
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
6:00 pm  Bible Study with Rev. Dr. Sam Powers
6:00 pm  Jesus in the Gospels
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

THURSDAY, APRIL 12                                                                        
9:30 am  Preschool Chapel, Sanctuary
10:00 am Encore Choir, Choir Room

FRIDAY, APRIL 13                                                                        
9:00 am  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym

FRIDAY, APRIL 14                                                                        
8:00 am  UCO Wesley Golf Tournament

SUNDAY, APRIL 15                                                                              
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:45 am  Sunday School & Confirmation Classes
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
4:00 pm  Disciple I, M 316
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

MONDAY, APRIL 16                                                                              
12:00 pm Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
6:45 pm  Bell Choir Practice, M 104B
7:00 pm   Scouts, CAC

TUESDAY, APRIL 17                                                                         
6:30 pm  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 18                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
9:15 am  Holy Yoga, Wesley Hall
10:00 am Ice Angels, CAC Kitchen
11:45 am Care Support Group, M 316
12:00 pm UMW - Executive Meeting, M 116B
1:00 pm  UMW - Unit Meeting, M 118B
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
6:00 pm  Bible Study with Rev. Dr. Sam Powers
6:00 pm  Jesus in the Gospels
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER | 5:30 PM

APRIL 11
Chick Fil A

APRIL 18
Pasta and Salad

COST: DONATION

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (April 8, 2018)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 172
Worship Service – 9:45 am 49
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 95
Worship Service – 11:00 am 169
Nursery 22

Total 512
Sunday School 190


