
GIVE IT UP 
As United Methodists still try 
to figure out the depth of their 
reactions to the special General 
Conference last month, we 
have now arrived at the season 
of Lent in the life of the Church.

This is a season preceding 
Easter which allows us to be 
introspective in our faith.  We 
ask ourselves how we are 
doing.  What does your walk 
with Jesus look like?

Are you closer to God today 
or do you wish your faith was 
deeper?

Most Christians profess a need 
to either pray or read the Bible 
a little more often than they do 
- and maybe the “or” should be 
an “and” if we are truly honest.  
It would be nice if we could 
just order a stronger faith on 
Amazon!  One where we didn’t 
need to read the directions!

Some people choose to give things up during Lent.  They 
may have a discipline that includes some kind of fasting 
from a particular food, beverage or habit.  In the past, I’ve 
given up sweets, hamburgers and one year I even gave up 
salsa!  I did come down sick that year so I’ve not returned to 
that particular discipline.

We do these things because Lent is a season where we think 
about sacrifice and repentance.  Our own sacrifices should 
remind us of the suffering that Jesus underwent not only 
on the cross but on his journey to get there.  And then, 
as we think about the incarnational nature of our faith, 
we are reminded that Jesus is present in the sufferings of 
other people on this planet.  So our fasting from something 
particular puts us spiritually in solidarity with others who 
are troubled.  These identifications will hopefully lead us to 
a greater compassion in our lives.

I would encourage you to either give something up or to 

take up a new discipline as we 
walk in Lent
toward Easter.  For my own path, 
I will be blogging daily as I read 
through the Gospel of Matthew.  
If you don’t have a discipline 
yet, why not read through this 
Gospel with me?  I especially 
encourage people to make their 
own comments following the 
blog post and this will be a way 
for us to engage the scripture 
together.

We will also have several 
opportunities for the imposition 
of ashes on Ash Wednesday 
which is March 6.  We will have 
an independent imposition 
of ashes at the University of 
Central Oklahoma’s Y Chapel 
from 11 am to 1 pm.  You may 
come and receive and we will 
pray with you during this time.  
We will also have a service for 
our younger church members at 
6:00 pm in Wesley Hall.  This will 
take about 30 minutes.  Finally, 
we will have a regular worship 

service in our sanctuary at 7 pm.

I will be preaching on 2 Corinthians 5:20-6:10 for the 
sanctuary service.

On Sunday, we will begin a series entitled, “With What Shall 
I Come Before the Lord?”  and we will look at Deuteronomy 
26:1-11.

I would invite you to join us in worship either in person or 
online as we seek to deepen our faith together!

In Christ,
Sam

Check out more of Sam’s blog articles at precedinggrace.
blogspot.com.  
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 I will be reading through my Dad’s Bible during Lent 
which has lots of notes on each page as you can see!
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SKYLINE URBAN MINISTRY CHALLENGE
This year, we will be collecting canned goods and 
dollars during the season of Lent.  We hope to eclipse 
last year’s totals!  If you would rather give financially 
rather than bring physical groceries, you may make a 
note on your check for “Skyline Urban Ministry” and 
we will make sure they receive it!  

Skyline does so many things that we can’t list them all 
here but you may discover some of them by visiting 
their website at https://www.skylineurbanministry.
org/

TEST MONITORS NEEDED!
Please consider volunteering for state testing by 
monitoring a test or two!  If you would like to help the 
district by monitoring for state testing, you will need to 
attend one of the following training sessions.
LOCATION:
Edmond Public Schools Administration Building
1001 W. Danforth Road
Edmond, OK 73003
 
March 15th at 10:00 AM
March 15th at 2:00 PM
March 27th at 10:00 AM
March 27th at 2:00 PM
 
All training will be in the Oklahoma B conference room.  
Those trained will not need to be trained again at your 
site. You do not need to register for the training dates. 
You will sign in when you arrive.

Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org
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EASTER EGG HUNT
Our Annual Easter Egg Hunt will be on April 14 at 12:30.  
Our goal is to collect approximately 1,000 eggs from our 
generous volunteers! Please use non-meltable, nut-free 
candies, stickers, tattoos, bouncy balls or other small 
prizes. Since we are collecting them in bulk, please secure 
each egg with tape to ensure it does not break open be-
fore the kids receive it! You can drop off your Easter eggs 
in the baskets in the Welcome area in either building.

The youth will attending Ash Wednesday service this 
week. We have a family friendly service in Wesley 
Hall at 6pm, we will be sitting at the front left as a 
group. We also have a traditional service at 7pm in 
the Sanctuary, we will be sitting in the East Wing as 
a group.  As we enter Lent, I ask that you as a family 
find something to do together. Maybe it is pray 
before each dinner meal, reach out and serve the 
homeless each Friday of Lent, donate something to 
Skyline each week, or simply read from the Bible as a 
family each day. We will have weekly suggestions in 
each newsletter for Lent. You are welcome to do the 
suggestion as a family.



The Messenger                           March 6, 2019

3

Megan Borum, 
Director of Children and 

Family Ministries
megan@fumcedmond.org

COMMUNION STEWARDS NEEDED
Are you looking for a meaningful way to serve here at FUMC? 
We are looking for a Communion Steward who is willing to 
take the responsibility of organizing the yearly Communion 
schedule. The responsibilities will include: scheduling 
Communion stewards, yearly. Reminding stewards of their 
monthly responsibility and directions. Worship committee 
meetings (3-4 times a year). Direct conversation with Sam, 
regarding Christmas and Easter season. Insuring all items 
needed for Communion are ready and available (example: 
ordering bread, juice and juice cups). Teaching all new 
Stewards the proper way to set the Communion table. You 
will be trained through 2019 to take on the duties in 2020.

This is a meaningful and personally rewarding way to serve, 
setting Christ’s table. If you are interested, please contact 
Tina Koebelin dkoebelin@cox.net

KIDS SUMMER CHURCH CAMP
Church Camp sign-ups are live. We have two sleep away 
camps available for kids. We will be going to Camp Canyon 
in June. Children entering into first and second grade will 
attend camp June 29-30. The cost is $70.00. Children 
entering grades three through five will attend Joy Camp 
June 28th-30th. The cost is $178.00. You can sign up here: 
www.okcamps.org

VBS T-SHIRTS
VBS is back! This year our theme is “ROAR.” We 
will be trekking through the safaris of the Bible 
June 10-13. This year we would love for not only 
volunteers to have a shirt, but people in our con-
gregation. If you buy a shirt for $10 you get a shirt 
and you’re helping a child get a shirt! Sizes range 
from small to XXXL.

Shirts can be ordered at:  https://www.fumced-
mond.org/shirts/vbs-t-shirts.  If you don’t want a 
shirt, but would like to donate $10, simply mark 
the box that says, “No thanks, just order two kids 
shirts.”

UMM BREAKFAST
Saturday, March 9  |  8 am  |  CAC
Join the United Methodist Men on Saturday for a delicious 
breakfast with scrambled eggs, biscuits and gravy, coffee, 
orange juice, milk, fellowship, and a fantastic speaker, Alan 
Herndon.

Through a partnership 
with the Oklahoma United 
Methodist Foundation, 
and Oklahoma City 
University, Alan focuses 
his efforts as the Director 
of Planned Giving for 
the university. He assists 
alumni and donors with 
understanding the various 
legacy gift options such 
to support Oklahoma 
City University. Prior to 
returning to Oklahoma, 
Alan served the Kansas Area United Methodist Foundation, 
Inc. as the President and CEO. He worked on staff with 
the Missouri United Methodist Foundation, Inc. as the 
Director of Development. For many years, he served in 
various leadership roles for Saint Paul School of Theology 
as Director of Admissions, Dean of Students Services, and 
Director of Development and Alumni Relations. He has 
also worked for Oklahoma City University as an Admissions 
Counselor.

Alan has a long history with the Oklahoma United Methodist 
Conference. He and his wife have two children. They love 
the outdoors, church activities, and exploring unique 
historical Oklahoma locations.



The Messenger                        March 6, 2019

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 6                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
9:00 am  Yoga, Wesley Hall
6:00 pm  Family Friendly Ash Wednesday Service, Wesley Hall
7:00 pm  Ash Wednesday Service, Sanctuary

THURSDAY, MARCH 7                                                                      
9:30 am   Preschool Chapel
10:00 am Gospel Hymn Sing, Choir Room
6:00 pm  UMW - Random Acts of Kindness

SATURDAY, MARCH 9                                                                      
8:00 am   UMM Breakfast, CAC

SUNDAY, MARCH 10                                                                              
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:30 am  Sunday School Classes 
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
12:00 pm College Bible Study
12:30 pm Trustees, M 116B
1:30 pm  Church & Society, M 114B
1:30 pm  Youth Council, M 303
2:30 pm  Visioning
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

MONDAY, MARCH 11                                                                              
9:15 am  Mom’s Group Meeting, Wesley Hall
6:30 pm  Mom’s Group Meeting, Wesley Hall
7:00 pm  Scouts, CAC

TUESDAY, MARCH 12                                                                         
10:00 am Senior Connection Meeting, M 118B
1:00 pm  UMW - Wesleyan Circle, M 118B
3:00 pm  Spirit Act Rehearsal, Sanctuary
6:30 pm  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 6                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
9:00 am  Yoga, Wesley Hall
1:00 pm  UMW - Friendship Circle, M 118B
3:00 pm  Work Our Way Home Class, Wesley Hall
5:15 pm  Wednesday Night Dinner
6:00 pm  Bible Studies and Classes
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER | 5:15 PM

MARCH 6
No Wednesday Night Programing- Ash Wednesday

MARCH 13
Chili Dogs, Youth Fundraiser

COST: DONATION

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (March 3, 2019)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 85
Worship Service – 9:45 am 31
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 87
Worship Service – 11:00 am 121
Nursery 5

Total 329WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

5099422

KC Curry joined FUMC 
on Sunday as a transfer 

from Owasso UMC.


