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The Messenger

THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE
Most people are afraid of death and dying.  Even though we are 
all touched by death before we ever go through it ourselves, 
sometimes we may feel unprepared to really deal with it.  

It is a hard thing when you lose a loved one.  Even when it is a long 
time coming, it is still difficult when you care about that person.  My 
maternal grandmother passed away 15 years ago in April.  She was 90 
years old and lived a good life.  She had been deteriorating mentally 
in the years preceding her death and at the end of her life, she mostly 
slept.  Mostly, I remember her as a vivacious woman who always had 
an offer of something good to eat that she had made with her own 
hands when I came to visit.

The rest of the family asked me to conduct her funeral service.  
Even though she had a regular pastor, I was the one that was 
tabbed to officiate.  This happens sometimes in families and while 
it is hard, I also feel honored to speak to her life because I know 
her intimately as a grandchild.  I still love my grandma and I’m glad 
it was me covering her service.  I didn’t break down (much) during 
the funeral and I hope I honored her life and her faith.  Since that 
time, I have only done one other funeral for a family member and 
feel fortunate that there haven’t been more.

We are never really prepared for death.  Those who lose family 
members that are much younger are of course hit much harder.  We 
feel cheated of years that we expected but are now gone.  We ask 
God, “Why didn’t you heal my son?” or “Why did my sister have to 
die?”

Life is a gift to be cherished.  We have no guarantees on its length.  
We have no contract saying that it will be free from pain or even 
relatively fair.  We wonder how God can allow tragic things to 
happen.  Sometimes the thought of death either for ourselves or 
our loved ones can strike fear into our hearts.

This Sunday, we will continue with the gospel lectionary readings 
as we look at Jesus and the raising of Lazarus in John 11:1-45.  I 
hope you’ll join us as we take an honest look at our own mortality 
and what promises we have in Jesus Christ.  While grief is never 
taken out of the equation, I hope that fear can be.

In Christ,
Sam

To read more from Sam, visit http://precedinggrace.blogspot.com.

NEW WORSHIP SERVICE
We appreciate your patience with the crowds 
we’ve been experiencing at 11 am.  Due to 
the lack of seating, we are exploring the idea 
of starting a new worship service at 9:45 am 
in the Sanctuary this fall.  This would be nearly 
identical to the 8:30 and 11 am services.  
Rather than a full choir, we are looking at 
including other instruments such as flute, 
violin and cello.  If you would be interested 
in seeding this worship service or helping by 
serving as an usher, please contact the church 
office at 341-0107 or info@fumcedmond.org.

EASTER WORSHIP
We will once again offer five service times for 
Easter Sunday this year!

7:00 am will be our Sunrise Service held in 
Wesley Hall and led by our youth.

10:50 am will be Worship on Hurd which is 
our contemporary worship in Wesley Hall.

Worship in the Sanctuary will have slightly 
different times on Easter at 8:00, 9:30 and 
11:00 am.

We will not be holding Sunday school on 
Easter because of the adjusted times.  We 
would encourage some of our regular 11 
am worshipers to attend at 9:30 am to make 
room for those visiting!
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EASTER LILIES
Each year, beautiful lilies grace our chancel on Easter 
Sunday.  You can purchase an Easter Lily in memory or 
honor of a loved one by visiting the website at www.
fumcedmond.org, or visiting the church office. 

LGBT SUPPORT GROUP
Tuesday, April 4 |  6:30 -7:30 pm | M 316
Our church offers a meeting with people who want  
to show love and support to those who consider  
themselves LGBT.  All are welcome.

RANDOM ACTS OF KINDNESS LADIES 
Reminder that we will meet on Thursday, April 6, 2017 at 
6 pm at Rib Crib located at 2601 S. Broadway, Edmond.  
Any questions you may call Marie 249-1107.

ADOPT-A-STREET COMMUNITY EVENT
Save the date for April 29!  Volunteers are needed from 
9 am to 12 pm for the community wide event!

GET NEWS VIA EMAIL OR TEXT
Did you know you can sign up to get news from FUMC 
via email or text?  Sign up today at  www.fumcedmond.
org/communication-sign-up

Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org

EDMOND 1st

FRIENDS

MUSIC MINISTRY UPDATE           
Andrew Schaeffer, Director of Music Ministries
andrew@fumcedmond.org

A few weeks ago in The Messenger, I announced that the 
Adult Choir would be presenting Théodore Dubois’ oratorio 
(another word for a large-scale cantata)  “The Seven Last 
Words of Christ on the Cross” for Good Friday.  Since then, 
the choir has been working very hard and excitement has 
been building!  In anticipation of this very special worship 
experience, over the next three weeks, I’d like to share a 
bit about the work in general starting with the composer 
himself, Théodore Dubois’.

Dubois is probably not a name you’d find in the great concert 
halls of the world, but he was quite a musical force in 19th 
century France and served as the Organist & Choirmaster at 
the prestigious Basilica of Sainte-Clotilde in Paris.  He also 
served as the director of the Paris Conservatoire for a time 
which is still considered one of the premiere music schools 
in the world.  While he composed a large body of works, 
very few of them are performed today and the “Seven Last 
Words of Christ” is perhaps the most popular.  We hope that 
you’ll make plans to join us and discover for yourself why 
this piece remains one of the most performed oratorios of 
the 19th century.

All golfers and golf-enthusiasts are invited to participate 
in the 2nd annual UCO Wesley Campus Ministry Golf 
Tournament, benefiting the UCO Wesley, a campus ministry 
at University of Central Oklahoma. The tournament will 
take place on Saturday, April 22, 2017 at The Golf Club of  
Edmond.

If you would like to participate or be a sponsor for this 
event and help the UCO Wesley reach hundreds of college 
students each year, visit www.ucowesley.net. Registration 
deadline is April 7 so get your team ready and register 
soon before spaces fill up.
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SIGN UP DAYS:
April 2nd 4-4:30 pm
April 5th 6-6:30 pm

Camp Spark @ Canyon Camp
Entering 6th grade- Grads
June 26th-30th
Cost: $130

JEM @ Canyon
*Junior high leadership camp.
Incoming 6th-8th grade
June 12th-16th 
Cost: $173

CYME @ Egan
July 3rd-7th
*This is a senior high leadership camp (9th-Grads). We are limited 
on the number of youth that can attend, so they are picked by Erica. 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER | 5:30 PM
MARCH 29

Meatloaf and the fixings

APRIL 5
Cynthia’s Baked Chicken Casserole; Key Largo Veggies; 

Tossed Salad; White Cake
PBJs will be available for children.  *Catering provided by Millie’s Table.

Adults $7 | Kids 12 & Under $4
Family Max $25
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REBUILDING TOGETHER OKC DAY
First United Methodist Church is joining Rebuilding Together 
OKC for the annual Rebuilding Day on April 8th.  Members 
of our church will gather with almost 1,500 other volunteers 
to work on 35 homes in one day. Our project, a wonderful 
family’s home in need of repair, will be an opportunity for 
our congregation to gather together and make a difference 
in the life of a family in need. Each year, volunteers from 
churches, businesses and corporations gather together to 
impact one neighborhood in a transformational way. Visit 
the welcome desk in the foyer to sign up today.

“As a member of Edmond FUMC, it makes 
me incredibly proud to see our church joining 
my agency’s signature event, Rebuilding Day. 
With the help of our volunteer team from the 
church, one family is going to live in a home 
that is safe, warm and dry.  It will be a bless-
ing to see the work happen on April 8th!”Mike Edmison  

Executive Director, Rebuilding Together OKC
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We invite you to worship with us during our Holy Week activities. From Palm Sunday through Easter, there is are 
plenty of opportunities to help you grow closer to God as we celebrate the resurrection of Christ Jesus.

PALM SUNDAY
SUNDAY, APRIL 9  |  8:30, 10:50 AND 11 AM
These powerful services begin with splendor and joy as 
we reenact Christ’s triumphant entrance into Jerusalem by 
waving palms and proclaiming “Hosanna to the Son of David!” 
However, upon reading the account of Christ’s Passion from 
the Gospel of Matthew, our hearts will reverently turn as we 
are reminded of the events in the week ahead. 

EASTER SOCIAL & EGG HUNT
SUNDAY, APRIL 9  |  11:30 AM
Our annual Easter Egg Hunt will be in the field to the 
northwest of the church beginning at 11:30 am. Invite your 
friends and family to join in, and bring your blankets and 
chairs to enjoy the food trucks, Easter Bonnet contest, egg 
hunt, bounce houses, games and more! Don’t forget to 
bring a canned food item for the Skyline food drive.

HOLY WEEK DEVOTIONS AND BREAKFAST
MONDAY, APRIL 10 - FRIDAY, APRIL 14  |  6:30 AM
Early morning Holy Week devotionals have been a beloved 
tradition at First United Methodist Church for over 50 years. 
Each service lasts approximately 30 minutes and includes 
a homily, prayers and simple hymns. Coffee and breakfast 
items are provided and you may either enjoy them at the 
church or “on the go”. A breakfast will be served each day 
beforehand at 6 am.

MAUNDY THURSDAY WORSHIP SERVICE
THURSDAY, APRIL 13  |  7 PM
At this service, we will hear Jesus’ mandate from the 
Gospel of John: “A new commandment I give you: Love 
one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one 
another.” In response to those sacred words, our clergy 
will offer foot washing to those who feel so moved. We 
will also commemorate the Last Supper by sharing in Holy 
Communion. Rev. Samuel Powers will preach and music will 
be led by soloists and organ. 

GOOD FRIDAY WORSHIP SERVICE
FRIDAY, APRIL 14  |  7 PM
Our Adult Choir will present Théodore Dubois dramatic 
oratorio “The Seven Last Words of Christ” with guest 
conductor Joel Garber and Director of Music Ministries, 
Andrew Schaeffer as organist. Written in 1867, this 50-minute 
musical work takes listeners from Christ’s condemnation to 
his final breath. This will be the fifth time this work has been 
presented at FUMC since it was introduced 1950. You won’t 
want to miss this very special musical offering. 

EASTER SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES
SUNDAY, APRIL 16  |  7, 8, 9:30, 10:50 AND 11 AM
Christ is risen! Alleluia! Join us to worship and celebrate the 
resurrection of our Lord at any of three triumphant services. 
Music is provided by the Adult Choir at 8:00 & 9:30 and the 
Chorister Children’s Choir and Adult Choir at 11:00. The 
Hurd Street Band will lead the 10:50 service. Each service 
includes a sermon by Rev. Samuel Powers. 
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Megan Borum, 
Director of Children and Family Ministries

megan@fumcedmond.org

EASTER EGGS NEEDED
Children’s Ministry is excited for our Church Easter Social on 
April 9 on the Boulevard property. It is a church-wide event 
with food trucks, face painting, music, and an Easter Bonnet 
parade. As a part of the social we will have an Easter Egg Hunt.  

This is a great way for us to reach our community!  To make 
this event possible, we need to collect 1,000 filled eggs by 
Sunday, April 2! Small toys, wrapped candy and stickers are 
great items to place in the eggs. We will be collecting eggs in 
the baskets located outside of the east wing, in the foyer and at 
the welcome desk in the C.A.C. 

Don’t forget to invite your friends and family to this FREE fun 
event!  All are welcome to attend, and enjoy in the festivities.  
Don’t forget your lawn chairs or blankets so you can sit and 
enjoy your food truck lunch and DJ!

SKYLINE LENTEN 
CHALLENGE
We’ve entered the final 
stretch with only two 
Sundays remaining. 
FUMC members have 
stretched and have every reason to be proud of what 
we’ve achieved so far.

If you’ve missed your chance to contribute, just 
remember; we can never have to many home or 
personal hygiene items, food or money to support 

this important 
Ministry of the 
United Methodist 
Church. As a 
reminder, checks are 
made out to FUMC 
with Skyline in the 
memo

Skyline 
Challenge

lbs. of 
“food” dollars

2016 3337 $7446

2017
1st half 524 $13,375

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL- JUNE 5-8
Join us on an adventure Out of This World at 
Vacation Bible School!  We will focus our tele-
scopes on the marvels painted in the sky, by the 
Creator, as we discover the wonder among all 
wonders-that God created everything!  You are 
invited to our clubhouse as we learn that God is 
over the moon in love with us!

Join us June 5-8 from 6:00-8:00 pm for an “Out 
of this World” experience! All are welcome, so 
invite your friends and register today by visiting 
fumcedmond.org
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WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (March 26, 2017)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 175
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 70
Worship Service – 11:00 am 245
Nursery 10

Total 500
Sunday School 259

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Wednesday, March 29                                                               
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg 
5:30 pm  Wednesday Dinner- UMM Fundraiser, CAC Gym
6:00 pm  Children’s Preschool Choir, M Choir Rm
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
6:00 pm  Bible Studies and Classes
6:00 pm  Spirit Act Rehearsal, M 300
6:30 pm  Children’s Elementary Age Choir, M Choir Rm
6:30 pm  Salvation of Dr Who, CAC 210
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100 B

Thursday, March 30                                                                    
3:00 pm  Whiz Kids, Tabitha Baptist Church
6:00 pm  Twist & Shout, CAC Gym

Friday, March 31                                                                          
9:00 am   Sr. Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
6:00 pm  Twist & Shout, CAC Gym

Sunday, April 2                                                                           
8:30/11:00 am  Traditional Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:45 am  Sunday School Classes, Confirmation Class 
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
11:00 am UMM Bean Dinner, CAC
1:00 pm  SPRC, M 316
5:00 pm   Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B
5:00 pm  Youth, 6th - 8th, M 3rd Floor
7:30 pm  Basketball, CAC Gym
8:30 pm  Volleyball, CAC Gym 

Monday, April 3                                                                       
8:30 am  Preschool Speech/Hearing Clinic, CAC 207-208
10:00 am Senior Citizen Volleyball, CAC Gym 
5:45 pm   Scout Den Meetings, CAC Gym, 107, 207-9 
6:30 pm  Page Turners Book Club, M 118B
6:45 pm  Bell Choir Practice, M 104B
7:00 pm   Scout Troop 77, CAC

Tuesday, April 4                                                                        
8:30 am  Preschool Speech/Hearing Clinic, CAC 207-208
9:00 am  Archives Committee, M 115B
6:30 pm  LGBT Support Group, M 316
6:30 pm   Senior Citizen Volleyball, CAC Gym
7:00 pm  Preschool Meeting

Wednesday, April 5                                                                 
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg 
8:30 am  Preschool Speech/Hearing Clinic, CAC 207-208
5:30 pm  Wednesday Fellowship Dinner, CAC Gym
6:00 pm  Children’s Preschool Choir, M Choir Rm
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
6:00 pm  Bible Studies and Classes
6:00 pm  Spirit Act Rehearsal, M 300
6:30 pm  Children’s Elementary Age Choir, M Choir Rm
6:30 pm  Salvation of Dr Who, CAC 210
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100 B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

Preston & Michaela 
Drain joined by transfer 
of membership from 
FUMC Tishamingo 
and Sunny Lane UMC 
in Del City. Michaela 
leaves Monday for 
Basic Training in the 
Army National Guard 
to serve as a chaplain’s 
assistant.`

NEW MEMBERS


