
HOLY WEEK HAS 
ARRIVED!
Our staff is in full swing 
to make this time 
meaningful for our 
congregants, our visitors 
from out of town and 
the wider community 
we reach.  

If you haven’t made it 
to our early morning 
devotions, we will still 
have a couple days left 
if you’re reading this by 
Wednesday.  Thursday will 
feature Rev. Dr. Joe Davis 
and Derek Smithee with 
a dramatic presentation 
and Friday will feature Rev. John Corbin.  The devotions begin 
in Wesley Hall at 6:30 am and end at 7 am and have been well-
attended so far!

Maundy Thursday worship on Thursday, March 29 at 7:00 pm 
in the sanctuary will feature Holy Communion for all as we 
consider Jesus meeting with the disciples for the institution 
of the sacrament.  We will also have foot washing in the 
East wing for those who would like to experience it (if you 
don’t have your feet washed, you will be in the majority).  I 
will be preaching on John 13:1-17, 31b-35 and my sermon 
title is “What Happens When I Get Tired of Serving?”  I’ll be 
referencing compassion fatigue as we think about this often 
undiscussed part of helping.  

Good Friday worship on Friday, March 30 at 7:00 pm in the 
sanctuary will feature the seven last words (phrases actually) 
of Jesus Christ.  Rev. Trey Witzel will be preaching on how we 
participate in the crucifixion and this will be an important 
meditation as we prepare for Easter.

Easter Sunday will feature a sunrise service in Wesley Hall at 
7:00 am led by our youth.  My daughter, Kyla Powers, will be 
preaching and I look forward to simply worshiping to start 
my morning!  However, you may want to watch out for flying 
buttons coming off my shirt.

We’ll observe our regular worship times in our sanctuary at 
8:30, 9:45 and 11 am.  The choir will be featured at all three 
services.  Worship on Hurd, our contemporary expression, 
will be at the normal time of 10:50 am in the sanctuary.  

I’ll be preaching all four services on Mark 16:1-8 and my 
sermon title will be “Sometimes Death is Easier to Embrace 

than Life.”  We’ll be looking at God’s triumph over fear and 
anxiety in our lives today.

One of the best things I hear about our congregation is 
the friendliness of the people.  I think that we offer our 
community a sense of grace and hospitality that is truly 
Christ-like.  However, as we anticipate larger-than-usual 
crowds, we need a good reminder to be extra-patient.  We 
especially want to be kind to parents with babies or little 
children.  It is not easy to get them ready for church and 
if this is not their routine, the children may have a more 
difficult time staying still.  Our nursery staff are wonderful 
but new visitors may not feel comfortable with leaving their 
child just yet.  When I hear a cry or a voice, I give thanks 
because I know there are many church sanctuaries that will 
never hear little voices again.

Lastly, I’m reminded of the story of a man visiting a church who 
arrived early to get a good seat.  When one of the matriarchs 
entered the sanctuary, she was frustrated to find the man 
sitting in her pew!  She promptly told him that he was in her 
seat (even though there was nothing designating it as such) 
and he quickly moved to another space.  Later in the service, 
the woman’s face turned red after the pastor announced how 
delighted they were to have their bishop visiting in worship 
that morning!  So you never know who you are entertaining!

I pray God’s blessings on your faith journey this week.  May 
you experience a blessed resurrection Sunday so that we all 
remember who we are!

In Christ,
Sam

Check out Sam’s Blog here:  http://precedinggrace.blogspot.com.
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RANDOM ACTS OF KINDNESS GROUP 
All ladies are welcome to join the Random Acts of 
Kindness group on Thursday, April 5th at 6 pm at 
Schlotzsky’s private room, 628 W. Danforth  in Edmond.  
Mark your calendar!  Questions? Call Marie at 249-1107.

Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org

EDMOND 1st
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SUMMER CAMP REGISTRATION NOW OPEN
Looking for something fun for your child to do this summer?  
Look no further!  The FUMC Summer Day Camp provides 5 
fun weeks of camp, so enroll for one or all! Check out www.
fumcedmond.org/summer-day-camp.org

EASTER: WAYS YOU CAN HELP
Easter is a special Sunday every year, full of joyful singing, 
children laughing, and bright clothing all around.  Easter is 
one day that everyone circles on their calendar, excited to 
worship our risen Lord.  

As our church continues to grow, parking spots become 
harder to find and our space in the pews becomes a little bit 
more intimate.  It is a wonderful situation to find ourselves 
in, new guests attending for the first time and members 
coming back.  It’s our goal to always be a welcoming church, 
embodying the United Methodist Church moto of “Open 
Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors.”  Below are three ways 
that you can help be hospitable on Easter Sunday.

1. Parking: We are encouraging all members to first look 
in our CAC lot and at our street parking options.  Let’s 
reserve our Wesley Parking Lot and South West Parking 
Lot for guests and those who appreciate shorter walking 
distances.

2. Seating: One of the biggest inducers of anxiety when 
visiting a new church is where you sit.  Please either sit 
in the middle of the pews, leaving space on the ends for 
guests to easily slide in, or if you have a large family, sit 
towards the inside aisles, offering plenty of space for new 
families.  And if you see anyone looking around for a pew, 
invite them to join you in yours!

3. Inviting: Share our Easter posts and pictures on 
Facebook! We all have people in our lives who are looking 
for a place to worship.

YOUTH MARCH RECAP
The youth have had an awesome March. We have 
been collecting food each week for Skyline in a healthy 
competition of mid-high vs. senior high. The senior 
high took the lead with over 200 items collected in 
four weeks. We hosted a District event of around 200 
people in our gym where we played good ol’ fashion 
dodgeball. The mid-high team dominated by winning 
the mid-high bracket championship. Twenty-six 
youth and adults spent their spring break serving at 
Crosspoint camp. They picked up broken trees, raked 
leaves, placed a wooden cross on the beach, worshiped 
together, spent time on the lake, played games, and 
painted porches. It was a great week of mission and 
service. We ended the month with our annual Skyline 
Scavenger hunt, where we collected food for the 
final stretch of our church wide competition. We are 
gearing up and getting ready for a wonderful Sunrise 
service for Easter. We hope you will join us on April 1st 
in Wesley Hall at 7am.
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MUSIC MINISTRY UPDATE
Andrew Schaeffer, Director of Music Ministries
andrew@fumcedmond.org

By the time you receive this edition of The Messenger, we’ll 
be about to enter the most important three days of the 
church year known in Latin as the Tridiuum or, in English, 
“The Three Days.”  (If you’re wondering how Tridiuum is 
pronounced see me after church!)  It is a time of year that 
begins on the evening of Maundy Thursday and continues 
through the evening of Easter.  In some sense, Maundy 
Thursday, Good Friday and Easter are to be thought of as 
one continuous worship service.  These three services are 
interconnected and work together to tell the whole story 
of the faith we proclaim every time we take Communion: 
“Christ has died, Christ has risen, Christ will come again!”

The word “Maundy” means “mandate” and at our Maundy 
Thursday service, we will commemorate two important 
mandates given from Jesus: the institution of the Sacrament 
of the Lord’s Super and His “new commandment” that we 
love one another as He has loved us.  The service ends with 
the ancient practice of stripping the altar and sanctuary 
following Holy Communion as a vivid way of showing 
the desolation and abandonment of the long night in 
Gethsemane.

On Good Friday, we will have a simple yet poignant service 
designed to hear the proclamation of the passion, pray for 
the life and health of the world and meditate on the life-
giving cross.

Of course, everyone reading this newsletter probably 
knows what happens on Easter.  We will proclaim the risen 
Lord and the joy we have through our new life in Him with 
festive music, flowers, and pageantry!     

I hope you can join us for as much of the Tridiuum as 
possible.  Through these sacred three days, we will have a 
richer Easter celebration!

SKYLINE CHALLENGE
Thank you for all of your donations to 
Skyline during our Skyline Challenge.  
The final items were picked up this 
morning and we are awaiting the 
final totals to see the impact the 
church has made! 

Don’t forget, you don’t have to wait until Lent to donate to 
Skyline! Donations are accepted year round! 

JOIN US FOR HOLY YOGA IN APRIL
Holy Yoga is the intentional practice of connecting our 
entire being, body, mind and spirit with God.  Holy Yoga 
is an experiential worship created to deepen people’s 
connection to God. 

The FREE class will be offered on Wednesdays during April 
at 9:15 in Wesley Hall.  4 week class is led by a certified 
instructor. Sign up at www.fumcedmond.org/holy-yoga.

TEACHER WALK-OUT
The state of Oklahoma is preparing for a teacher walk out 
on April 2, 2018. Edmond schools has a plan in place to 
assist students who receive free and reduced lunches so 
they will continue to receive meals.  You can read more 
about that and other questions you might have on the 
KFOR website.

If you or someone you know needs child care or additional 
food resources for the walk out you can find them on the 
MetroFamily website.

Many of you have asked if we will host students during the 
walk out. Due to our liscensure through the Department 
of Human Services, we are unable to accommodate 
more students.  We ask that you join us in prayer for our 
legislature and teachers over the days ahead. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 28                                                                     
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
6:30 am  Holy Week Devotional & Breakfast
11:30 am UMW Executive Meeting, M 116B
1:00 pm  UMW Unit Meeting, M 118B
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship- 6th-12th, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

THURSDAY, MARCH 29                                                                        
6:30 am  Holy Week Devotional & Breakfast
9:30 am  Preschool Chapel, Sanctuary
10:00 am Encore Choir, Choir Room
7:00 pm  Maundy Thursday Service, M Sanctuary

FRIDAY, MARCH 30                                                                        
6:30 am  Holy Week Devotional & Breakfast
9:00 am  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
7:00 pm  Good Friday Service, M Sanctuary

SUNDAY, APRIL 1                                                                              
7:00 am  Sunrise Service
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall

MONDAY, APRIL 2                                                                              
OFFICE CLOSED - EASTER MONDAY
12:00 pm Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
6:30 pm  Page Turners Book Club, M 118B
6:45 pm  Bell Choir Practice, M 104B
7:00 pm   Scouts, CAC

TUESDAY, APRIL 3                                                                         
6:30 pm  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
6:30 pm  Allies in Action, M 316

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 4                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
9:15 am  Holy Yoga, Wesley Hall
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
6:00 pm  Bible Study with Sam Powers
6:00 pm  Jesus in the Gospels
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER | 5:30 PM

MARCH 28
Holy Week

APRIL 4
Pizza- Youth Fundraiser

COST: DONATION

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (March 18, 2018)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 204
Worship Service – 9:45 am 68
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 73
Worship Service – 11:00 am 269
Nursery 26

Total 640
Sunday School 231


