
WITH WHAT SHALL I COME BEFORE THE LORD
Parents try to get their children ready to leave the 
nest.  As they grow, the basics are to feed, clothe 
and shelter them.  Education is also expected by 
our society.  Most parents hope that this will lead 
to higher education which will lead to gainful 
employment.

Some prepare their children for success in these 
areas better than others.

There is a balance between doing everything for 
your kids where they can’t function on their own 
and doing nothing for them where they don’t 
feel supported and loved.  Sometimes it feels like 
walking a tightrope!

Children will often attain the educational levels that 
their parents attain.  When they are encouraged, 
they will exceed them.  Unfortunately, the poverty 
cycle often continues this same pattern.  If parents 
are uneducated or underemployed, this doesn’t 
often lend to breaking the cycle because the next 
generation may not be taught to value the things 
that lead to educational or occupational success.

Sometimes when we attain success, we become so 
enamored with our achievements that we believe 
we are self-made.  If I look at my own life, I remember 
that I was taught a work-ethic by my parents.  I was 
given an expectation of higher education so that I 
sought the highest degree for my profession.  If my 
parents had not instilled these in me, I would not be 
the person I am today.

This Sunday, we will continue with the theme, “With 
What Shall I Come Before the Lord” for the fourth 
Sunday in Lent.  Our lectionary scripture is rather 
short: Joshua 5:9-12.  We are seeing the Israelites 
move from the desert to the promised land.  We 
know that they were receiving manna for food as 
they wandered and now they will eat from the 
what the land will provide.  This breaks the cycle 
of dependence in a way – they will work to feed 
themselves now.  

The temptation will be to forget that God has 
provided for our needs.  After several generations, 
they may forget that God took care of them in 
their time of need.  They may develop a sense of 
entitlement rather than blessing of the land they 
have.  Of course, we may have that same sense of 
entitlement without even realizing it.

This Sunday we’ll examine that we continue to bring 
our sense of dependence on God even though God 
has designed us for independence.  This dichotomy 
is important for us as people of faith for our own 
happiness but also as we spread this Good News to 
others!  I hope you’ll join us for worship on Sunday!

In Christ,
Sam

Don’t forget!  You can follow Pastor Sam’s ongoing daily 
devotions for Lent at www.precedinggrace.blogspot.
com
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TO THE MEMBERS OF THE CONGREGATION
I appreciate and do not take for granted your efforts to 
successfully pay 100% of your apportionments in 2018. 
I believe every dollar given to the church is making a 
difference somewhere in the world. Because of your 
generosity, there is less suffering and more healing 
in the world today. There is less ignorance and more 
education across the globe today. There is less despair 
and more hope among people today. 

Because of your generosity and our connection, United 
Methodists share the gospel and make a difference in 
the lives of people. Thank you for sharing in the work. 

In service of others, 
James G. Nunn
Bishop, Oklahoma area

“GOOD GRIEF” SUPPORT GROUP
Thursday,  March 28 | 10 - 11 am |  Rm. 314
If you are coping with the  loss of a loved one, come 
be a part of a group of  folks who care about you and 
how you have been coping with your loss/change in 
life. Support group is led by Rev. Don Vaught, sharing 
will be kept confidential.

EASTER LILIES
Following a long-standing tradition, you can add to 
the beauty of the sanctuary chancel by purchasing 
an Easter Lily, dedicated to the memory or honor of 
a loved one.  Lilies can be purchased through April 
14 for $18.50, either on our website at https://www.
fumcedmond.org/easter-lilies/easter-lilies or through 
the church office.  Additionally, we will provide a table 
outside the east wing of the sanctuary on March 31st 
and April 7th.

Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org
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Megan Borum, 
Director of Children and 

Family Ministries
megan@fumcedmond.org

KIDS SUMMER CHURCH CAMP
Church Camp sign-ups are live. We have two sleep away 
camps available for kids. We will be going to Camp Canyon 
in June. Children entering into first and second grade will 
attend camp June 29-30. The cost is $70.00. Children 
entering grades three through five will attend Joy Camp 
June 28th-30th. The cost is $178.00. You can sign up here: 
www.okcamps.org

INFORMATIONAL MEETING ABOUT YOUTH 
MINISTER SEARCH
This Sunday at 1:30 in Wesley hall we will have an 
informational meeting for youth parents to talk about 
our youth minister search and the future growth of the 
program. Parents of current 5th graders are especially 
encouraged to come as their kids are preparing to make 
this exciting transition!
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EASTER EGG HUNT
Our Annual Easter Egg Hunt will be on April 14 at 12:30.  
Our goal is to collect approximately 1,000 eggs from our 
generous volunteers! Please use non-meltable, nut-free 
candies, stickers, tattoos, bouncy balls or other small prizes. 
Since we are collecting them in bulk, please secure each egg 
with tape to ensure it does not break open before the kids 
receive it! You can drop off your Easter eggs in the baskets 
in the Welcome area in either building.

SKYLINE SUNDAY SCHOOL CHALLENGE 
Sunday, April 7, 2019
This year, we’re hosting a friendly challenge between 
Sunday School classes to see who can donate the most 
items for our Lenten Food Drive Skyline Urban Ministry 
Challenge.  

Boxes will be set up in the Foyer on Sunday, April 7, for 
each class to fill with donations to Skyline.  Checks and 
cash can be brought to your classroom, where a special 
envelope will be for your monetary donations.  

The class with the most donations will be announced April 
14N. The winning class will receive bragging rights for the 
year, as well as a class photo featured in the Messenger 
and on Facebook.  

Help us provide needed items for those in need that are 
benefited by Skyline.  To learn more about this ministry and 
the services they provide, visit www.skylineurbanministry.
org.

ICE ANGELS COMES TO EDMOND, NEW 
OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE OUR HOMELESS
Every January, leadership committees come together to 
strategize and set goals for the upcoming year.  We have a 
culture of excellence here at FUMC, meaning that we never 
want to be content and rest on the ministries of the past, 
instead looking at new ways we can connect people with 
God and neighbor.

One way Sam encouraged our committees this year to live 
into our mission statement is by creating quantifiable goals.  
By setting these specific goals orients us to a posture of not 
only reaching them, but trying to set the bar higher and 
higher in the following years.

One of the goals for our Church & Society committee 
was to add a new church-wide mission opportunity, and I 
am excited to invite you to partner with us in serving the 
homeless!  For the past year and a half, Ice Angels has 
traveled to SW 11th and Walker once a month to feed the 
homeless and hand out clothes, toiletry kits, and sleeping 
mats.  In 2018 FUMC helped feed over 1,000 people!  

As the program has grown, Ice Angels was brought under 
the guidance of Skyline, and with their visionary leadership 
by Rev. Debbie Ingraham, Skyline is helping launch Ice Angel 
sites across the Oklahoma City Metro area, with one of 
them being on our Boulevard property right here in Edmond 
every Tuesday from noon-1pm!
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 27                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
9:00 am  Yoga, Wesley Hall
4:00 pm  Working our Way Home Class, Wesley Hall
5:15 pm  Wednesday Night Dinner, CAC
6:00 pm  Bible Studies and Classes
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship 6-12th grades, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

THURSDAY, MARCH 28                                                                      
9:30 am  Preschool Chapel, Sanctuary
10:00 am “Good Grief” Support Group, M 314
10:00 am Gospel Hymn Sing, Choir Room
7:00 pm  Finance Meeting, M 314

SUNDAY, MARCH 31                                                                              
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:30 am  Sunday School Classes 
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
12:00 pm College Bible Study
1:30 pm  Youth Parent Meeting, Wesley Hall
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

MONDAY, APRIL 1                                                                              
9:00 am  Lenten Study Group, M 316
1:30 pm  Lenten Study Group, M 316
6:00 pm  Lenten Study Group, M 316
6:30 pm  Page Turners Book Club, M 118B
7:00 pm  Scouts, CAC

TUESDAY, APRIL 2                                                                         
3:00 pm  Spirit Act Rehearsal, Sanctuary
6:30 pm  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
6:30 pm  Allies in Action, M 316

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 3                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
9:00 am  Yoga, Wesley Hall
4:00 pm  Work Our Way Home Class, Wesley Hall
5:15 pm  Wednesday Night Dinner, CAC Gym
6:00 pm  Bible Studies and Classes
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship 6-12th grades, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER | 5:15 PM

MARCH 27
Enchiladas

APRIL 3
TBA

COST: DONATION

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (March 24, 2019)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 198
Worship Service – 9:45 am 46
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 100
Worship Service – 11:00 am 207

Total 551
Sunday School 251

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

5099422

Nathan Gillock (daughter Livi) 
joined by profession of faith.

 
Kelley Haines (daughter 
Elliott) joined by transfer 

from Stillwater UMC.


