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The Messenger

JESUS MEETS THE WOMAN AT THE WELL

This Sunday’s lectionary reading comes from John 4:5-42 
which is the encounter with the Samaritan woman at the 
well.  If you are following my daily devotions, you have 
already read what I wrote about her last week.  If not, 
here’s a reprint of that daily devotion as we get ready for 
worship this coming Sunday! 

The Samaritan woman that encounters Jesus at Jacob’s 
Well was likely shunned. Women in that day would 
journey to the well together in the morning during the 
cooler hours of the day.  Carrying heavy water at the noon 
hour as John identifies for us in verse 6 would make a hard 
chore more difficult.

We find out from her conversation with Jesus that she was 
living with a man and had already had five husbands.  She 
had her own heavy burden to carry and it was not water. 
Likely, the other women did not want to associate with her.  
It could be that some were fearful that she might try to take 
their husbands.  I doubt that she felt very good about herself.

Jesus could have shamed her but he doesn’t.

He waits by the well while she becomes an evangelist back 
in her town.  What would the townsfolk have thought at 
this woman imploring them to follow her to the well in the 
middle of the afternoon?

She uses the now-familiar “Come and see” which is a call 
to meet Jesus in this instance.  Many do indeed see Jesus 
and he stays with them for two more days.  We may be 
surprised to find out that Samaritans know how to show 
hospitality just as the Jews do.  In fact where the Pharisees 
approach Jesus at night or the authorities overcharge for 
money changing at the temple, the Samaritans are shown 
to get this part right.

This would have been a head-scratcher for a Jewish 
audience.  It is harder for us to see.

The disciples are certainly puzzled by the association of 
Jesus with this woman.

What does this say about our own expectations when it 
comes to people?  Certainly God doesn’t have to follow our 

pre-conceived notions.

Who do you know that you would be surprised to find God 
working through?  If you examine their life, where would 
you say God is at work?

Sometimes we put ourselves in the place of the woman at 
the well and that may be appropriate.  But other times, this 
story reminds us that redemption is available to outsiders.  
This is between them and God - they don’t need our 
permission.  And God certainly doesn’t need it.

Some days the biggest thing we might do as Christians is to 
take our disbelief and get out of the way.

Prayer for the day:
God, we believe clinically that you do love everyone.  We 
believe that redemption is available to all people.  We may 
have even been surprised by it.  But too often, we are looking 
for actions in others that meet our high standards and find 
them lacking.  It becomes easier to see the bad than the 
good.  God, we may find ourselves saying like the father of 
the epileptic boy, “I believe!  Help my unbelief!”  Amen.

In Christ,
Sam

To read more from Sam, visit http://precedinggrace.blogspot.com.
Photo by Jorg Schreier via Flickr.com. Used under the Creative Commons license.

Sometimes the chains that isolate us are of our own making.  
Sometimes they come from how others see us.



Youth | 5:30-7:30 pm
*No Leadership Meeting *No Praise Practice
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PRESCHOOL PRIORITY ENROLLMENT
FUMC Preschool and MDO is now enrolling for the 
2017-18 school year! If you are interested in enrolling 
your child, now is your chance before enrollment 
opens to the public.  Call 341-1230 for more info.

CANCER SUPPORT GROUP
Friday, March 17  | 10 am  |  M 314
If cancer is a part of your life, do not cope alone; you  have 
a church and a cancer support group that is  there for 
you! Items discussed will be confidential.  Come find out 
more about fellowship, increased  awareness, healing, 
optimism, strength, understanding and growing together.

EASTER LILIES
Each year, beautiful lilies grace our chancel on Easter 
Sunday.  You can purchase an Easter Lily in memory or 
honor of a loved one by visiting the website at www.
fumcedmond.org, or visiting the church office. 

HOUSING ASSISTANCE NEEDED
FUMC member and UCO Graduate student, Hembafan 
Nomhwange is currently looking for an accommodation 
with a Christian family willing to lease out a room in their 
home close to UCO. If you are interested in opening 
your home to Hembafan, contact her at 405-339-5274.

NOISY OFFERING
The Noisy Offering is this Sunday! Bring your spare coins to 
worship for this collection to go to the Skyline Challenge.

SENIOR CONNECTION
The Senior Connection is proud to present the G3 - 
Gospel Singers on March 24 at 6 pm in the CAC.  This 
is an amazing, talented group of four guys playing and 
singing gospel, rock & roll, blue grass, and country.  
Dinner is furnished, along with lots of fellowship.  

GOOD GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
Thursday, March 23 | 10 - 11 am | M 314
If you are coping with the  loss of a loved one, come 
be a part of a group of  folks who care about you and 
how you have been coping with your loss/change in 
life. Support group, facilitated by Revs. John Corbin 
and Don Vaught, sharing will be kept confidential.

Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org

EDMOND 1st

FRIENDS

The 2nd annual UCO Wesley Campus Ministry Golf 
Tournament is now taking registrations for the April 22 
event!  If you would like to participate or be a sponsor for 
this event and help the UCO Wesley reach hundreds of 
college students each year, visit www.ucowesley.net.

MARCH

15
WED

2

Watch your email for details!

ADDITIONAL ASSOCIATE MINISTER NAMED
First United Methodist 
Church of Edmond will be 
receiving an additional 
associate minister at 
annual conference 
this year.  Trey Witzel 
will be appointed here 
June 1 with funds 
the congregation has 
received from the 
New People New 
Places grant.  Trey will 
be working with the Worship on Hurd service as well as 
general evangelism and member integration for our church.  
This will be Trey’s first appointment within the Oklahoma 
Conference.  While spending the last three years in Boston, 
Trey will be graduating in May from Boston School of 
Theology.  Prior to Boston, Trey finished his undergraduate 
studies at Oklahoma City University.  Trey has experience 
working with campus ministry as he served as an intern at 
the Wesley Foundation at OCU.  He is a graduate of Putnam 
City North High School.  For the past two years, Trey has 
served as the Student-Licensed Local Pastor at Tewksbury 
United Methodist Church, taking the church from 20-25 in 
attendance to averaging 55-60.   

While in Boston, Trey’s wife Addison received her Master’s 
of Higher Education in Student Affairs from Boston 
College and worked at Boston College’s Carroll School of 
Management in the Office of Graduate Admissions.  Both 
Trey and Addison are excited to be returning to Oklahoma 
with their dog Winnie.  We look forward to welcoming Trey 
and Addison to our church home in June!



SKYLINE LENTEN CHALLENGE
As you can see personal hygiene and food collections are accumulating. We’ll have our first pickup next Monday. 
To put things in perspective you might find the following helpful.
   • Last year’s SUM expenses were $646,653. 
       - 93% was spent on programs-(facility, utilities, staff, etc.)
      - 5% was spent on fundraising
      - 2% was spent on administration 
The FRC (Food Resource Center) expenses are about $13,000 a month.
     • 8795 households were served by the FRC in 2016
        - 3635 households through February in 2017 compared to 2141 in 2016
Prime Timers breakfast & lunch were served to 12015 seniors in 2016.
     • 1753 meals through Feb. 2017 compared to 1687 in 2016
The Eye Clinic provided 1314 exams in 2016.
      • 234 exams through Feb. 2017 compared to 227 in 2016
The Clothing Closet has helped 3315 through February 
       • 2017 compared to 1842 in 2016
In 2016 the SKYLINE LENTEN CHALLENGE provided:
       • 5671 pounds of food/hygiene items, 9% of total received by SUM
       • $19303 or 15% of non-apportioned funds received (helped buy the truck)
Your gift, whatever it is, is important. Checks should be made out to FUMC with Skyline Urban Ministry in the memo.
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First United Methodist Church is joining Rebuilding Together 
OKC for the annual Rebuilding Day on April 8th.  Members 
of our church will gather with almost 1,500 other volunteers 
to work on 35 homes in one day. Our project, a wonderful 
family’s home in need of repair, will be an opportunity for 
our congregation to gather together and make a difference 
in the life of a family in need. Each year, volunteers from 
churches, businesses and corporations gather together to 
impact one neighborhood in a transformational way. Visit 
the welcome desk in the foyer to sign up today.

Megan Borum, 
Director of Children and Family Ministries

megan@fumcedmond.org

EASTER EGGS NEEDED
Children’s Ministry is excited for our Church Easter 
Social on April 9 on the Boulevard property. It is a 
church-wide event with food trucks, face painting, 
music, and an Easter Bonnet parade. As a part of 
the social we will have an Easter Egg Hunt.  We need 
to collect 1,000 filled eggs by Sunday, April 2! Small 
toys, wrapped candy and stickers are great items 
to place in the eggs. We will be collecting eggs in 
the baskets located outside of the east wing, in the 
foyer and at the welcome desk in the C.A.C. 



WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER | 5:30 PM
MARCH 15

Pork Loin with Green Apples, Mashed Potatoes, Green 
Beans, Brownies

MARCH 22
UMM Fundraiser- Breakfast for Dinner!

PBJs will be available for children.  *Catering provided by Millie’s Table.

Adults $7 | Kids 12 & Under $4
Family Max $25
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WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (March 12, 2017)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 158
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 78
Worship Service – 11:00 am 191
Nursery 14

Total 441

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Wednesday, March 15                                                               
All Day  Youth Spring Break Trip, Dallas
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg 
5:30 pm  Wednesday Fellowship Dinner, CAC Gym
6:00 pm  Children’s Preschool Choir, M Choir Rm
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
6:00 pm  Bible Studies and Classes
6:00 pm  Spirit Act Rehearsal, M 300
6:30 pm  Children’s Elementary Age Choir, M Choir Rm
6:30 pm  Salvation of Dr Who, CAC 210
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100 B

Thursday, March 16                                                                    
All Day  Youth Spring Break Trip, Dallas
3:00 pm  Whiz Kids, Tabitha Baptist Church

Friday, March 17                                                                          
All Day  Youth Spring Break Trip, Dallas
9:00 am   Sr. Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
10:00 am Cancer Support Group, M 314

Sunday, March 19                                                                        
8:30/11:00 am  Traditional Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:45 am  Sunday School Classes, Confirmation Class 
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
1:30 pm  Evangelism Committee, M 118B
3:00 pm   UMW Leadership Meeting, M 314
5:00 pm   Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B
5:00 pm   Youth 6th-8th, M 3rd Floor
7:30 pm  Basketball, CAC Gym
8:30 pm  Volleyball, CAC Gym 

Monday, March 20                                                                       
10:00 am Senior Citizen Volleyball, CAC Gym 
5:45 pm   Scout Den Meetings, CAC Gym, 107, 207-9 
6:45 pm  Bell Choir Practice, M 104B
7:00 pm   Scout Troop 77, CAC

Tuesday, March 21                                                                      
8:00 am  Preschool Photos, CAC 107
9:00 am  Moms Group Meeting, Wesley Hall
9:00 am  Archives Committee, M 115B
6:30 pm   Senior Citizen Volleyball, CAC Gym

Wednesday, March 22                                                               
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg 
8:00 am  Preschool Photos, CAC 107
12:00 pm UMW Executive Meeting, M 116B
1:00 pm  UMW - Unit Meeting, M 118B
4:00 pm  Evangelism Committee
5:30 pm  Wednesday Fellowship Dinner, CAC Gym
6:00 pm  Children’s Preschool Choir, M Choir Rm
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
6:00 pm  Bible Studies and Classes
6:00 pm  Spirit Act Rehearsal, M 300
6:30 pm  Children’s Elementary Age Choir, M Choir Rm
6:30 pm  Salvation of Dr Who, CAC 210
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100 B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center


