
LOTS OF THINGS 
ARE HAPPENING 
IN OUR CHURCH!
Lent is underway as 
we are looking at 
the second Sunday 
in Lent upcoming 
this weekend.  If you 
haven’t decided on a 
Lenten discipline, it is 
never too late to start!  
I have been writing 
a devotional each 
day which includes 
a reading from the 
Gospel of Matthew.  I 
would invite you to 
join me if you haven’t 
seen it yet.  It can be found at http://precedinggrace.
blogspot.com/ and you will need to scroll down to start with 
Day 1.  I write each day and a new blog posts before you 
wake up each morning!  The readings are divided so that we 
will finish the Gospel of Matthew on Easter morning.

Our Church and Society Committee met with other groups 
that feature mission activities.  We have a loaded calendar 
filled with opportunities for those in our church to serve.  
We are trying to streamline the various months so that 
we emphasize something in particular each month.  For 
instance, we are emphasizing Skyline Urban Ministry during 
Lent and are encouraging mission activities to be in some 
type of ministry with Skyline.   Our noisy offering will go to 
Skyline and our youth will have a Scavenger Hunt for canned 
goods on April 14.  Our adult Sunday school classes will have 
a contest to see who will bring the most food on April 7.  The 
calendar emphasis will help our church maintain our focus 
so that we will be as efficient as possible with our outreach.

Our Visioning Committee met on Sunday as well and they 
are working on a Vision Statement.  Our mission statement, 
“Connecting people with God and neighbor” tells why 

we exist.  It focuses 
on the greatest 
commandment given 
by Jesus in Mark 
12:28-34.  A vision 
statement often looks 
at where we would like 
to go with our identity 
as a congregation.  We 
will be developing a 
Sunday school lesson 
around our church’s 
mission and vision 
for each of our adult 
classes which we are 
planning on April 28th.  

Finally, we have a 
couple of opportunities featuring a new beginning and 
a farewell on Sunday, March 24th.  We will have a baby 
shower for Trey and Addison Witzel from 1:30 to 3:00 pm.  
Then from 3 to 5 pm, we will have a farewell for our Youth 
Minister, Erica Lawrence as this will be her last Sunday.  
Family issues have arisen that will make it necessary for her 
to leave us a little earlier than expected.  As parents may be 
wondering the direction of our program, I will be meeting 
with my fellow parents on Sunday, March 31st at 1:30 pm to 
discuss our future, both immediate and long-term.

This Sunday, I hope that you will join us for worship if you 
are in town.  I am so pleased to be serving such a warm and 
welcoming church!

In Christ,
Sam

Check out more of Sam’s blog articles at precedinggrace.
blogspot.com.  
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PRAYERS FOR YOUTH ON MISSION TRIP
Our youth and several adults will leave for a mission 
trip to New Mexico this weekend.  Please be in prayer 
for all those involved as they travel and share the love 
of Jesus!

SENIOR CONNECTION
Friday, March 22  |  6 pm  | CAC Gym
“The Elderly Brothers” are returning to Senior 
Connection!  Join in for fun and fellowship and a 
delicious dinner. 

CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP
March 20  | 3:30 pm  |  Room 316
A support group for caregivers will be held the 3rd 
Wednesday of each month at 3:30 pm. This is a 
wonderful opportunity to talk with and listen to other 
caregivers. You can share or just listen.  Please sign up 
by calling Carol Crisp at 341-4014.

FAREWELL PARTY
Come and wish Erica Lawerence, our Director of Youth 
Ministries farewell as she begins her new journey in 
life on Sunday, March 24 from 3-5 pm in the CAC.  

BABY SHOWER
It’s a celebration!  Come celebrate baby Sloane with 
Associate Pastor Trey and his wife Addison on Sunday, 
March 24!  The come and go baby shower will be from 
1:30 to 3 pm in Wesley Hall. 

TEST MONITORS NEEDED!
Please consider volunteering for state testing by 
monitoring a test or two!  If you would like to help the 
district by monitoring for state testing, you will need 
to attend one of the following training sessions located 
Edmond Public Schools Administration Building, 1001 
W. Danforth Road, Edmond, OK 73003 
March 15th at 10:00 AM
March 15th at 2:00 PM
March 27th at 10:00 AM
March 27th at 2:00 PM

Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org

EDMOND 1st

FRIENDS
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A NOTE FROM THE YOUTH DIRECTOR
It brings me sadness to have to deliver this news, 
but I will be leaving March 24th. It is sooner than 
expected. I am needing to be with my family during 
this time. It has been a great almost 5 years at 
Edmond 1st. I am sad to leave, but I also know that 
I am leaving this ministry in wonderful hands. The 
staff at Edmond 1st are the best staff anyone could 
ask for and the interns are ready to keep the ministry 
moving forward. Please know that I will forever be 
in prayer for this wonderful place that I have called 
home for 5 years. It has been a wonderful journey 
and has helped continue the development of my 
faith journey. Please know that you and your children 
have blessed me in each and every way possible and 
for that I am eternally grateful. 

~Erica
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Megan Borum, 
Director of Children and 

Family Ministries
megan@fumcedmond.org

KIDS SUMMER CHURCH CAMP
Church Camp sign-ups are live. We have two sleep away 
camps available for kids. We will be going to Camp Canyon 
in June. Children entering into first and second grade will 
attend camp June 29-30. The cost is $70.00. Children 
entering grades three through five will attend Joy Camp 
June 28th-30th. The cost is $178.00. You can sign up here: 
www.okcamps.org

VBS T-SHIRTS
VBS is back! This year our theme is “ROAR.” We 
will be trekking through the safaris of the Bible 
June 10-13. This year we would love for not only 
volunteers to have a shirt, but people in our con-
gregation. If you buy a shirt for $10 you get a shirt 
and you’re helping a child get a shirt! Sizes range 
from small to XXXL.

Shirts can be ordered at:  https://www.fumced-
mond.org/shirts/vbs-t-shirts.  If you don’t want a 
shirt, but would like to donate $10, simply mark 
the box that says, “No thanks, just order two kids 
shirts.”

EASTER EGG HUNT
Our Annual Easter Egg Hunt will be on April 14 at 12:30.  
Our goal is to collect approximately 1,000 eggs from our 
generous volunteers! Please use non-meltable, nut-free 
candies, stickers, tattoos, bouncy balls or other small 
prizes. Since we are collecting them in bulk, please secure 
each egg with tape to ensure it does not break open be-
fore the kids receive it! You can drop off your Easter eggs 
in the baskets in the Welcome area in either building.

SKYLINE URBAN MINISTRY CHALLENGE
This year, we will be collecting canned goods and dollars 
during the season of Lent.  We hope to eclipse last year’s 
totals!  If you would rather give financially rather than 
bring physical groceries, you may make a note on your 
check for “Skyline Urban Ministry” and we will make sure 
they receive it!  

Skyline does so many things that we can’t list them all 
here but you may discover some of them by visiting their 
website at https://www.skylineurbanministry.org.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 13                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
9:00 am  Yoga, Wesley Hall
1:00 pm  UMW - Friendship Circle, M 118B
3:00 pm  Work Our Way Home Class, Wesley Hall
5:15 pm  Wednesday Night Dinner
6:00 pm  Bible Studies and Classes
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

THURSDAY, MARCH 14                                                                      
9:30 am   Preschool Chapel
10:00 am Gospel Hymn Sing, Choir Room

FRIDAY, MARCH 15                                                                      
10:00 am  Cancer Support Group, Foyer

SATURDAY, MARCH 16                                                                      
Youth Spring Break Mission Trip

SUNDAY, MARCH 17                                                                              
Youth Spring Break Mission Trip
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:30 am  Sunday School Classes 
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
12:00 pm College Bible Study
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

MONDAY, MARCH 18                                                                              
Youth Spring Break Mission Trip
9:00 am  Lenten Study Group, M 316
1:30 pm  Lenten Study Group, M 316
6:00 pm  Lenten Study Group, M 316
7:00 pm  Scouts, CAC

TUESDAY, MARCH 19                                                                         
Youth Spring Break Mission Trip
3:00 pm  Spirit Act Rehearsal, Sanctuary
6:30 pm  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 20                                                                      
Youth Spring Break Mission Trip
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
9:00 am  Yoga, Wesley Hall
12:00 pm UMW Executive Meeting, M 116B
1:00 pm  UMW - Unit Meeting, M 118B
3:30 pm  Caregiver Support Group, M 316 
3:00 pm  Work Our Way Home Class, Wesley Hall
6:00 pm  Bible Studies and Classes
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER | 5:15 PM

MARCH 13
Chili Dogs

MARCH 20
No Wednesday Night Dinner- Spring Break

COST: DONATION

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (March 10, 2019)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 165
Worship Service – 9:45 am 33
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 87
Worship Service – 11:00 am 161
Nursery 10

Total 456
Sunday School 252

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

5099422

 Skyler Harrison Higgins and Charles Tanner Higgins 
were baptized on March 3, 2019. They are the 

children of Brett & Jessica Higgins.


