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The Messenger

AN YOU SEE THE REAL ME?
As a pastor, I have sometimes run across posers in my 
ministry.  By posers, I mean people who are posing as 
someone they are not.  Posers don’t reveal their true selves 
by intent.

Once, I was teaching Sunday school when one of the men of 
our church interrupted me and told me that there was a visitor 
who desperately needed to speak with me.  I asked someone 
else to take over the lesson and went to visit with him.

We went to my office and I discovered that this man had a 
brother who had died rather suddenly in St. Louis.  He was 
leaving behind a wife and little boy.  This man needed airfare to 
get to St. Louis that afternoon to help his family cope.  The little 
boy especially would need his uncle during this awful time.

I felt terrible for this man’s situation but I also felt like his 
story wasn’t quite adding up. I got some details from the 
man and told him that I would need to see his driver’s 
license so that I could put his identification on the check.  
Strangely enough, he didn’t have it on him but told me that 
he would return shortly with it.

After he left, I called the airlines to verify the flight time and 
price.  There was no flight at the time he gave me.  I also 
called the funeral home to check on his brother.  They had 
no man listed by the name he gave me. 

The man never returned to our church.  He was obviously 
running a scam, coming during Sunday morning hours, 
hoping that the pastor would be so busy that he would just 
write him a check or better yet, give him cash.

This kind of behavior can make a person suspicious.  It 
makes it difficult to take people at their word.  However, it 
also shouldn’t keep me from treating people with dignity and 
respect if they have a need.  I should follow my due diligence 
as I did but I should also continue to help where I can.

As I reflect upon this story, I recognize that all people have 
a public self and a private self.  Sometimes the two line up 
and sometimes they don’t.  We all have our own “make up” 
that we put on in some way or another. Sometimes this is 
because our inner feelings betray a doubt or a callousness 
that we wouldn’t want others to see. 

So if we are really honest with ourselves, all of us are posers 
once in a while. 

This Sunday, we’ll be continuing with the Sermon on the 
Mount with Matthew 6:1-18.  This passage includes the Lord’s 
Prayer and instructs us to have integrity with our piety.  If we 
are pious so that others may praise us, it may be that we are 
no different than the con artist seeking to cheat the church.

This is a subject that we all need to examine once in a while.  
Even good intentions can get lost in the shuffle.  Keeping 
our own intentions in line is something that takes work and 
discipline.  I know those two words are not popular with 
an over-worked and under-disciplined society but they are 
more likely to give us peace than continuing to fake it.

In Christ,
Sam

To read more from Sam, visit http://precedinggrace.
blogspot.com.

Photo by Victoria Pickering via Flickr.com, used under the Creative 
Commons license.

All of us put on masks from time to time.
Jesus reminds us that God knows who we really are.
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UNITED METHODIST MEN BREAKFAST
Saturday, February 11 | 8 am | CAC Gym
Join the United Methodist Men on for a delicious 
breakfast with scrambled eggs, biscuits and gravy, 
coffee, orange juice, milk, fellowship, and a fantastic 
speaker. Don’t forget to invite a friend to join you! 
Kelly Berry and Mike Edmison will be sharing special 
news about an opportunity for First United Methodist 
Members to do some good in our world.  You don’t 
want to miss this, so invite a friend and get ready to 
start your weekend off with great fellowship!

CANCER SUPPORT GROUP
Friday, February 17 | 10-11:00 am | Main Bldg Rm 314
If cancer is a part of your life, do not cope alone; 
you  have a church and a cancer support group that 
is  there for you! Items discussed will be confiden-
tial.  Come find out more about fellowship, increased  
awareness, healing, optimism, strength, understand-
ing and growing together.

ARE YOU ON FACEBOOK?
Our Sunday sermons have had several shares and 
comments on Facebook.  If you see these come up 
throughout the week, making a simple comment or 
sharing it actually allows it to get a lot more views 
than it otherwise would.  Our church page received 
several more “likes” this week because of them which 
increases our effectiveness in evangelism today! 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST AND WALK IN FREEZER!
Missions has joined forces with Church & Society 
in their efforts for donations for Skyline Ministries 
during the Lenten season.  Our Annual Pancake 
Breakfast will be Sunday, March 5th and will be the 
kick off for the Lenten Skyline Drive.  Our profits will 
all go toward the possibility of the purchase of a 
much needed walk-in freezer for Skyline.  More spe-
cific information will follow in the next few weeks on 
how you can help with this goal AND enjoy sausage 
and pancakes.  Mark your calendars.

Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org

EDMOND 1st

FRIENDS

Megan Borum, 
Director of Children’s Ministries

megan@fumcedmond.org

SPECIAL ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE
This year we will have an Ash Wednesday service that will 
focus on the needs of families with children.  The service 
will be thirty minutes and will begin the holy season of 
lent with a child-centered service that will include the 
imposition of ashes. We hope you will join us Wednesday 
March 1st at 6:00 in Wesley Hall.  If you want to learn about 
Ash Wednesday  and the season of lent you can do that 
here:  http://www.umc.org/topics/topic-lent-and-easter

We appreciate your 
prayers for the youth 
this past weekend as 
we traveled to Canyon 
Camp. We had 29 youth 
and 8 adults attend 
District Winter Retreat. It 
was a fun filled weekend 
full of seeing old friends, making new ones, worshiping with 
145 other people, and enjoying the canyon in the winter.

The youth of FUMC invite you to slip into something glam-
orous and shine your shoes for an evening on the red car-
pet of Hollywood! We will take you back to the good ole’ 
days of high school at our third annual “Senior” Prom. Join 
us for an elegant night of dancing and hors d’oeuvres.  You 
will dance the night away, take photos, crown a prom king 
and queen all while making lasting memories. Don your 
fanciest eveningwear and join the fun.  Purchase your tick-
ets in the lobby on Sunday, in the CAC on Wednesday or on 
the website at www.fumcedmond.org.

CHILI DINNER FUNDRAISER
Join us on Wednesday, February 8th at 5:30 pm for 
the Chili Dinner fundraiser for the United Methodist 
Men. The men have been working hard preparing chili, 
cornbread and dessert, and you don’t want to miss this! 

The proceeds will go to support the UMM and their 
efforts in helping the Exodus House.  The Exodus house 
helps people newly released from prison re-enter life 
successfully outside prison walls. 
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Mark your calendars to be busy on Wednesdays!  Join 
us for dinner at 5:30 and classes afterward!  Delicious 
meals are only $7 for adults, $4 for children 12 and 
under, and a maximum of $25 per family prepared 
by Millie’s Kitchen.

There are a variety of classes to choose from that are 
sure to meet everyone’s needs!  Classes began on 
January 11, but it’s not too late to join in, visit !
• Disciple I or II (CAC, Room 209 & 208)
• Parables of Jesus, taught by Associate Pastor Don 
     Vaught (CAC, Room 207)
• Have a New Family by Friday, led by Megan Borum, 
     Director of Children’s Ministry (CAC, Room 108)
• The Salvation of Dr. Who (CAC, Room 210)
• Preschool and Children’s Choirs as well as childcare.

DO ALL THE GOOD YOU CAN….
Our denomination founder, John Wesley, challenged us to 
“Do all the good you can.”  This Saturday, Kelly Berry and Mike 
Edmison will be sharing special news about an opportunity for 
First United Methodist Members to do some good in our world 
at the Men’s Breakfast on Saturday, February 11th 8:00 a.m. First 
United Methodist Church is joining Rebuilding Together OKC for 
the annual Rebuilding Day on April 8th.  Members of our church 
will gather with almost 1,500 other volunteers to work on 35 
homes in one day.  Our project, a wonderful family’s home in 
need of repair, will be an opportunity for our congregation to 
gather together and make a difference in the life of a family 
in need.  Each year, volunteers from churches, businesses and 
corporations gather together to impact one neighborhood in a 
transformational way.   Be on the look-out for the opportunity to 
sign up for this life changing mission opportunity.

GUESS WHO’S COMING TO
 SENIOR CONNECTION?

OKLAHOMA NATIONAL GUARD
145TH ARMY BAND JAZZ COMBO

February 24, 2017, AT 6:00 P.M. in the CAC
Dinner will be Chili Pie and all the trimmings

WHAT MORE COULD YOU ASK FOR:
Patriotic Music – Jazz – Good food 

– Socializing with friends and making new friends!

WE’LL SEE YOU THERE!!!



The Messenger                    February 8, 2017

Page 4

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (February 1, 2017)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 193
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 47
Worship Service – 11:00 am 216
Nursery 10

Total 503
Sunday School 239
Youth 37

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Wednesday, February 8                                                            
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
1:00 pm  UMW - Friendship Circle, M 118B
5:00 pm  Youth Leadership Meeting, M 3rd Floor
5:30 pm   Wednesday Fellowship Dinner, CAC 
6:00 pm   Children’s Preschool Choir, M Choir Room 
6:00 pm   Disciple 1 & 2 Class, CAC 208 & 209
6:00 pm  The Parables, CAC 207
6:05 pm  Have a New Family Class, CAC 108
6:30 pm   Children’s Elementary Choir, M Choir Room 
6:30 pm  Salvation of Dr Who, CAC 210  
7:15 pm   Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

Thursday, February 9                                                                 
3:00 pm  Whiz Kids, Tabitha Baptist Church

Friday, February 10                                                                       
9:00 am   Sr. Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym

Saturday, February 11                                                                       
8:00 am   UMM Breakfast

Sunday, February 12                                                                     
8:30/11:00 am  Traditional Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:45 am  Sunday School Classes, Confirmation Class 
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
1:30 pm  Ad Council, Wesley Hall
2:30 pm  Trustees, M 116B
3:30 pm   Worship Committee, M 118B
5:00 pm   Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B
5:00 pm  Youth 6th - 12th, M 3rd Floor
7:30 pm   Basketball, CAC Gym 
8:30 pm   Volleyball, CAC Gym

Monday, February 13                                                                   
10:00 am Senior Citizen Volleyball, CAC Gym 
12:00 p m Preschool Parent-Teacher Conf, CAC
5:45 pm   Scout Den Meetings, CAC Gym, 107, 207-9 
6:00 pm  Wesley Foundation Band Practice, Wesley Hall
7:00 pm   Scout Troop 77, CAC

Tuesday, February 14                                                                   
9:00 am  Archives Committee, M 115B
10:00 am Senior Connection Meeting, M 118B
12:00 pm Preschool Parent-Teacher Conf, CAC
1:00 pm  UMW - Wesleya Circle, M 118B
6:30 pm   Senior Citizen Volleyball, CAC Gym
8:30 pm  Wesley Worship, Wesley Hall

Wednesday, February 15                                                               
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg 
12:00 pm UMW - Executive Meeting, M 116B
12:00 pm Preschool Parent-Teacher Conf, CAC
1:00 pm  UMW- Unit Meeting, M 118B
5:30 pm   Wednesday Fellowship Dinner, CAC 
6:00 pm   Children’s Preschool Choir, M Choir Room 
6:00 pm   Disciple 1 & 2 Class, CAC 208 & 209
6:00 pm  The Parables, CAC 207
6:05 pm  Have a New Family Class, CAC 108
6:30 pm   Children’s Elementary Choir, M Choir Room 
6:30 pm  Salvation of Dr Who, CAC 210  
7:15 pm   Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER | 5:30 PM
FEBRUARY 1 (UMM FUNDRAISER)

Chili, Cornbread & Dessert
FEBRUARY 8

Lasagna, Spaghetti with meat sauce, Seasoned Green 
Beans, Garlic Bread, Chocolate Lovers Dessert

PBJs will be available for children.  *Catering provided by Millie’s Table.

Adults $7 | Kids 12 & Under $4
Family Max $25

Joe & Pam Lovell 
joined from Church 
of the Servant on 
Sunday. 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!

If you have news or events to share in the Messenger, 
contact Jamie Davis at jdavis@fumcedmond.org.


