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The Messenger

HOLDING UP THE MIRROR
The season of Lent comes early this year 
with Ash Wednesday falling on Valenti ne’s 
Day.  This parti cular observance focuses 
on our own mortality and the spirituality 
that transcends our physical bodies.  
Many people give up some kind of edibles 
- usually sweets or sodas or something 
bad for you.  This kind of discipline is a 
fast from parti cular foods which should 
help people focus on things that are 
more permanent.

Of course, the Lenten season leads up 
to Easter.  It is comprised of the forty 
days (not including the six Sundays) 
prior.  During this ti me, Christi ans seek to 
use things like fasts or extra prayer ti mes or scripture 
readings to grow closer to God.  Our church will 
have three diff erent studies available on Wednesday 
nights during Lent.  We will also have special morning 
devoti ons available at 6:30 during Holy Week (the 
week before Easter) as well as Maundy Thursday and 
Good Friday services that week.

Once again, I will be writi ng daily devoti onals based 
on scripture.  This year, we will be exploring the enti re 
book of Genesis.  The stories contained within the fi rst 
book of the Bible run the gamut of human experience.  
They are especially helpful as we see ourselves in the 
lives of these early Biblical characters.  This in turn 
helps us to understand how God conti nues to work 
with us in our lives.  A reference to daily scriptures as 
well as some brief commentary will be available on 
this blog each day starti ng February 14th.  If you are 
searching for a Lenten discipline, I would invite you to 
journey in Genesis with me.

Finally, our church is once more going to be collecti ng 
food for Skyline Urban Ministry in a contest with our 
sister church, New Covenant United Methodist Church 

during Lent.  If you decide not to bring canned goods, 
you may always donate money toward the cause.  
Skyline can purchase groceries cheaper than we can.  
Money that we have collected together as churches 
in the past two years has been used to purchase a 
truck and a walk-in freezer.  Your sacrifi cial giving has 
helped people to have food where otherwise they 
may have gone hungry.  This year, the money we raise 
will hopefully go toward a community garden in the 
adjacent lot to Skyline.  This will provide fresh produce 
to people who might otherwise not have it available.

Before Lent begins, there will be a fi nal ti me of worship 
with Transfi gurati on Sunday.  We will fi nalize the series 
on God’s call in our life as we look at how we are called 
to conti nue the work of others.  We will be examining 
2 Kings 2:1-12.  I hope you’ll join us if you’re in the 
Edmond area!

In Christ,
Sam

Check out Sam’s Blog here:  htt p://precedinggrace.blogspot.com.
Photo by tschundler via Flickr.com.  Used under the Creati ve 
Commons license.

The variety of spiritual disciplines allows a person to hold up a mirror to 
one’s life.  Introspecti on is helpful in the walk with Christ.  Our hope is that 

the church will provide enough opti ons that each person will fi nd something 
redeeming in one of them.
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WEDNESDAY NIGHT FUNDRAISER MEALS
If your group is interested in hosting a Wednesday 
Night meal to use as a fundraiser for your group, 
contact Aimee at finance@fumcedmond.org.

UMM BREAKFAST
Saturday, June 10  |  8 am  |  CAC
Join the United Methodist Men on Saturday for a 
delicious breakfast with scrambled eggs, biscuits and 
gravy, coffee, orange juice, milk, fellowship, and a 
fantastic speaker.

Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org

EDMOND 1st

FRIENDS

2

Megan Borum, 
Director of Children and Family Ministries

megan@fumcedmond.org

Join us for the annual Edmond FUMC Reverse Prom hosted 
by the Youth! This year’s event will be Disney themed, so 
break out your prom dresses and suit or tux and join in on 
the fun!  Tickets can be purchased in the CAC during the 
Sunday School hour and on Wednesday evenings or online at 
www.fumcedmond.org. Childcare is provided as well as valet 
parking.  Proceeds help to send youth to summer camp.

There will be a come and go service in the 
Y Chapel at UCO from 11 am - 1 pm as well.

THIRD GRADE BIBLE PRESENTATION
We are preparing for our third grade Bible presentation this 
year on February 18th at the 11:00am service. We are so 
excited for each third grader to receive their Bible. If you have 
a third grader  please email megan@fumcedmond.org the way 
you would like your child’s name presented on their Bible.

P. E. N. S:   PARENT EDUCATION NIGHTS
Why does my child act like this?  I feel like I’m in a parenting 
PEN.  I keep doing the same thing and not getting the results 
I want from my child.  Where can I go from here?  Learn more 
about why children act the way they do and maybe what to 
do to get the results you want.

The Preschool / Mother’s Day Out is hosting two (2) Parent 
Education Nights on February 15 and 22 from 6:00 to 7:30.   
This event is by reservation only for all Preschool / Mother’s 
Day Out and Church families.  Pizza and a beverage will be 
provided at 6:00 with class starting at 6:30 and finishing at 
7:30.  Childcare will be provided by the PS / MDO staff for 
preschool age as well as elementary and / or middle school 
children.

Jana Neufeld, MSW LCSW, Clinical Associate at Family and 
Children’s Consultants in OKC, OK will be the presenter for 
these events.

Dinner will be served in the CAC big room with the class 
location TBA depending on reservation response. 

Bring the children in PJ’s, if you wish, and “throw them in bed” 
when you get home.  Deadline to sign up is Tuesday, February 
13, if you and your family would like to attend.  Please make 
reservations by emailing fumcpreschooolmdo@sbcglobal.
net  with the number of adults and children attending, as 
well as the ages of the children.  

ICE ANGELS: MAKING SLEEPING MATS FOR THE 
HOMELESS
Tuesday, February 20th | 1:00 – 3:00 pm | Rm. 118B

Come join us as we learn to make sleeping mats out of plastic 
shopping bags.  Bring:  Cutting mats and wheels (if you have 
them), all your clean, saved plastic bags (Wal-Mart/Target 
size, any color), Crochet hook, size Q, if you want to learn 
the crochet process. 

There are several key steps to construct a mat.  You may want 
to learn them all so you can complete a mat on your own, 
or you might just want to focus on one step and get really 
good at it to contribute to the group effort to complete one 
or more mats.  We welcome anyone who would like to join 
us in this project.

Bags may be dropped off ahead in Trey’s office in the CAC.
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MUSIC MINISTRY UPDATE
Andrew Schaeffer, Director of Music Ministries
andrew@fumcedmond.org

If you attended the 8:30 service this past Sunday you had the opportunity 
to hear our newly formed “Encore Choir”.  As the name suggests, this 
group is primarily made up of seniors who’d like to sing but might not want 
to commit to the more rigorous schedule of the Chancel Choir.  We also 
place a heavy emphasis on singing many of the cherished Gospel hymns 
and songs from hymnals such as the Cokesbury in a relaxed environment.

If the music on Sunday stirred your soul, we invite you to join us on 
Thursday mornings at 10:00 in the choir room!  Now is a great time to 
join as we’ll start learning music for Easter and beyond.  If you have any 
questions, please don’t hesitate to contact Andrew Schaeffer at andrew@
fumcedmond.org or 405.341.0107 ext. 113.

LENT SEASON STUDIES
Wednesdays  |  6 pm  |  February 21-March 14

Raising Christian Kids: Bringing up kids 
in a racially unjust America
Team taught by Megan Borum, Rev. Don 
Vaught, and Rev. Trey Witzel |  Room 
108 CAC
While a great deal of public discussion 
exists in regard to the impact of race 
and racism on children, meaningful 
dialogue about and resources for 
understanding the impact of race on 
children are woefully absent. These 
conundrums begin early in life and 
impact the racial development of 
children in powerful ways. What can we 
do within our homes, communities and 

schools? Should we teach our children 
to be “colorblind”? Or, should we teach 
them to notice race? What roles do we 
want to equip them to play in addressing 
racism when they encounter it? What 
strategies will help our children learn to 
function well in a diverse nation?

Means of Grace
Led by Joe Davis  |  Room 316M
The Bible tells us that God, through Jesus 
Christ, wants to shower  us with Grace, 
His unmerited love.   So why do we 
have a form of Godliness but deny the 
power thereof?  If God’s Grace is free, 
why does it not flow freely through our 
lives.  God’s grace is like a rain barrel.   It 

rains equally on the good and the bad.   
But to appropriate God’s Grace, we 
need a structure for receiving it.   John 
Wesley,  our Methodist founder, talked 
about five means of Grace that function 
like a rain barrel.  They are prayer, the 
Scriptures, the Lord’s Supper, fasting, 
and worship.

Experiencing God Through the Practice 
of Prayer
Led by Rev. Beverly Powell  |  Library
Come ready to embrace quiet and 
stillness in order to cultivate your 
relationship with the Divine. Expect 
to leave refreshed. Each class will 
introduce a new prayer discipline.

SKYLINE CHALLENGE
Once again, we will challenge New Covenant 
United Methodist Church in a Skyline Food 
and Goods Drive.  The church with the most 
donated food, household items and toiletries 
will win bragging rights for the year!  

Skyline Urban Ministry is a nonprofit ministry 
dedicated to impacting lives, empowering 
those in need and addressing the roots of 
poverty in Oklahoma.  The ministry offers a 
variety of services including a clothing closet, 
eye clinic, and senior services.  They serve 
more than 300 families each week in their 
food pantry and depend on donations of food 
and household items such as toilet paper, 
shampoo and soap. 

The challenge begins on Wednesday, 
February 14 and runs through March 25.  Will 
you help us provide for the needs of so many 
Oklahoma families by bring a food, toiletry 
item or household item such as detergent or 
paper towels?  Let’s show our Edmond First 
United Methodist spirit and win this challenge 
for a third year in a row!

LATE NIGHT SERVICE
Paul tells us in Galatians to “Not get tired of doing what is good, for at the 
right time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.”  Edmond First is 
a place where we strive to engage in creative and courageous ministries.  
This is how I would describe our venture in our Sunday night worship, The 
Late Night Service.  For the past five months, we worshiped every Sunday 
night, providing a space for college students and young adults to have a 
time to be the Body of Christ.

Because of this service ten new people have become part of the life of our 
church.  Late Night provided Rev. Matt Borum and myself the opportunity 
to grow in preaching and comfortability with the sacraments, and our 
Worship on Hurd band grew in leaps and bounds.  There are always fruits 
from our faithfulness.

However, just like in our lives, there are seasons in the life of the church, 
and our staff has discerned that we will be pausing Late Night for the 
time being, with the hope of relaunching it in the fall.  The Late Night 
congregation will continue to worship at Worship on Hurd.

I personally thank you all for your prayers and support for Late Night, 
and I look forward as we continue to gather, grow, and go in worship and 
service to the Lord. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 7                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
5:30 pm  Wednesday Night Dinner, CAC
6:00 pm  Jesus in the Gospels, M 313/314
6:00 pm  Job Bible Study, CAC 
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practi ce, M 100B

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 8                                                                        
9:30 am  Preschool Chapel, Sanctuary
10:00 am Encore Choir, Choir Room

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 9                                                                        
9:00 am  Senior Citi zens Volleyball, CAC Gym

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 10                                                                        
8:00 am  UMM Breakfast, CAC Gym

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 11                                                                              
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:45 am  Sunday School Classes/Confi rmati on Class
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
12:00 pm College Class, CAC 107
2:00 pm  Trustees, M 116B
4:00 pm  Disciple I, M 316
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practi ce, M 100B

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 12                                                                              
9:00 am  Moms Group Meeti ng, Wesley Hall
12:00 pm Senior Citi zens Volleyball, CAC Gym
6:30 pm  Moms Group Meeti ng, Wesley Hall
6:45 pm  Bell Choir Practi ce, M 104B
7:00 pm   Scout Troop 77, CAC

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 13                                                                          
10:00 am Senior Connecti on Meeti ng, M 118B
1:00 pm  UMW - Wesleyan Circle, M 118B
6:30 pm  Senior Citi zens Volleyball, CAC Gym

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 14                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
11:30 am Ash Wednesday Come and Go, UCO Y Chapel
1:00 pm  UMW - Friendship Circle, M 118B
6:00 pm  Family Friendly Ash Wednesday Service, Sanctuary
6:00 pm  Spirit Act Rehearsal, M 317 
7:00 pm  Ash Wednesday Service, Sanctuary

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christi an Acti vity Center

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER | 5:30 PM

FEBRUARY 7
Pizza- Youth Fundraiser.

FEBRUARY 14
No Meal

COST: DONATION

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (February 4, 2018)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 171
Worship Service – 9:45 am 30
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 80
Worship Service – 11:00 am 199
Nursery 16

Total 496
Sunday School 289

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Robert, Tonya and Leslie Clark 
transfered from Prague UMC.


