
WORTHY OR NOT, 
HERE I COME!
Lectionary Reading: 
Luke 5:1-11 (NRSV)

One of my great 
reluctances to 
answer the call to 
ministry was my 
reservation on 
preaching.  I felt 
that God was calling 
me to some kind of 
church work but I 
didn’t think writing and presenting a paper 
every week of my life sounded like the kind of thing I 
would enjoy.

There is a lot of work involved in good preparation 
but there is also the sense that I would have a word 
from God for the people gathering on Sunday morning.  
Who am I to speak on God’s behalf?

I have always had a sense of allowing people to decide 
for themselves.  I didn’t want to be the kind of leader 
who would order people around.  People should be 
encouraged to live out their own destinies!

I never wanted my preaching to feel like this!

Yet, I kept close to the church.  I worked as a youth 
minister and it was the right work for me at that time 
in my life.  I still enjoy the time I get to spend with our 
youth (although I cede the cool factor to the younger 
clergy who are closer to their age).  While I was in 
youth ministry, the opportunity to preach came along 
thanks to my good friend Van Hawxby.  

I reluctantly accepted the opportunity and found out 
that I really enjoyed my time in the pulpit.  I still like 
to preach but I wouldn’t say that I am worthy of the 
pulpit.

The idea of being “worthy” to preach is a difficult one.  
I think once someone assumes this characteristic, it 
almost becomes a disqualifying factor.  This becomes 
the point where you begin to feel “preached at” rather 
than led by a fellow Christian on the same journey.  

So in spite of being 
worthy or not, good 
preachers answer 
the call as a matter of 
faithful response.

This same dichotomy 
of worthiness 
and faithfulness 
is something all 
Christians encounter 
(or should at least 
wrestle with).

Many times you may here someone say, “I couldn’t 
teach Sunday school because I don’t know the Bible 
well enough.”  This argument is in essence, “I don’t feel 
worthy to instruct others biblically.”

Others don’t want to assume church leadership on 
committees because they may feel they don’t have 
what it takes to serve.

Mission trips may lack participants because some feel 
inadequate to the work involved.

I’ve heard people say time and again, “I could never 
forgive that person for what they did.”  This is said as if 
they would not have God’s help to do this difficult task.

The fishermen in today’s reading do not feel they are 
worthy to do what they are being asked to do.  Yet at 
the same time, they clearly follow Jesus.  This reminds 
us that grace comes to us first and whether or not we 
respond determines our faithfulness but it does not 
decide God’s love for us. 

So I try to assume that I am worthy by the grace of God 
to fulfill my duties as a Christian.  But I also try to stay 
humble and realize that my worthiness is not earned 
but granted in Jesus Christ.  Some days I am better at 
this than others! 

In Christ,
Sam

Check out more of Sam’s blog articles at precedinggrace.
blogspot.com.  
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ASSISTANCE FOR THOSE AFFECTED BY 
SHUTDOWN
If there is anyone in our FUMC family being affected by 
the government shutdown that is in need of assistance, 
please email trey@fumcedmond.org. Groceries, 
babysitting, etc., we would love to try and help out.

LIVE STREAMING
Can’t make it to worship on Sunday?  Did you know that 
we Live Stream our 11:00 am service on Facebook?  To 
be with us in spirit, join in by visiting our Facebook page 
to see the services when you can’t make it in person.

TEXT UPDATES
If you would like to receive urgent news or updates 
by text from Edmond FUMC, sign up today at https://
www.fumcedmond.org/communication-sign-up.

Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org

EDMOND 1st

FRIENDS
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PRESCHOOL ENROLLMENT
Enrollment for the MDO/Preschool starts on Tuesday, 
February 19th at 8:30am.

If you have a child that will be 6 months old - 4 years old 
by Sept 1st, we would love to have them be a part of the 
incredible 2019-2020 school year we have planned. 

Please call Laura Neff at 341-1230 or email laura@
fumcedmond.org for more details.

First United Methodist
Preschool & MDO
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PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT
Who needs a date night? Parents Night Out will be February 

8th from 6pm-9pm. The cost for Parents Night Out is $15.00 

a child. There are limited spots available. You can sign up at 

www.fumcedmond.org. 

LENTEN COVENANT GROUPS
As we approach the Lenten season (Ash Wednesday is 
on March 6 this year), our church is going to offer Lenten 
Covenant Groups.  These groups will meet weekly (six 
or seven times before Easter) for about an hour with 
approximately eight people.  The time will be set by the 
group.  The topic will be similar to the old Methodist 
groups that Wesley formed where we seek to hold each 
other accountable.  The idea is that many times the 
Lenten discipline we take on does not actually draw us 
closer to God unless we spiritualize it.  For example, we 
may give up soda for Lent but unless we actively think 
about it in a spiritual manner, it becomes more dietetic 
than faithful.  Our hope is that by conversing about our 
practices with a group, this will allow us to reflect on how 
our sacrifices or practices might be spiritual to us.  It also 
keeps us from dropping them after week 2!

You may sign up online or at the church.  You may sign 
up with a friend or a spouse but outside of this choice, 
the groups will be randomized so that people who may 
not know each other have a chance to get to know 
others in our congregation!  We hope that by making a 
commitment of six or seven hours during the forty day 
season of Lent that our church grows closer to God and 
closer to one another!

UMM BREAKFAST
Saturday, February 9 |  8 am  |  CAC
Join the United Methodist Men on Saturday for a delicious 
breakfast with scrambled eggs, biscuits and gravy, coffee, 
orange juice, milk, fellowship, and a fantastic speaker. 

SPECIAL THANK YOU FROM GIVING TREE RECIPIENTS
A few very special thank you notes were received from recipients of the Giving Tree 
the church hosted this past Christmas.  Because of your generosity, we were able to 
provide gifts for sixteen families through the Giving Tree.  Additionally, we were able 
to give $26,000 to the Heifer Project after our gift of $8,926 was tripled!  Thank you 
all for your generosity!
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 6                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
5:15 pm  Wednesday Night Dinner
6:00 pm  Bible Studies and Classes
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 7                                                                      
9:30 am   Preschool Chapel
6:00 pm  UMW - Random Acts of Kindness

FRIDAY,FEBRUARY 8                                                                      
6:00 pm   Parents Night Out, CAC 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 9                                                                      
8:00 am   UMM Breakfast, CAC

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 10                                                                              
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:30 am  Sunday School Classes 
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
12:30 pm Trustees, M 116B
1:30 pm  Youth Council, M 303
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 11                                                                              
9:00 am  Moms Group Meeting, Wesley Hall
6:30 pm  Moms Group Meeting, Wesley Hall
7:00 pm  Scouts, CAC

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 12                                                                         
10:00 am Senior Connection Meeting, M 118B
1:00 pm  WMW - Wesleyan Circle, M 118B
6:30 pm  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
6:30 pm  Preschool Meeting, M 316

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 13                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
1:00 pm  UMW - Friendship, M 118B
5:15 pm  Wednesday Night Dinner
6:00 pm  Bible Studies and Classes
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER | 5:15 PM

FEBRUARY 6
TBA

FEBRUARY 13
TBA

COST: DONATION

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (February 3, 2019)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 201
Worship Service – 9:45 am 35
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 102
Worship Service – 11:00 am 199
Nursery 16

Total 553
Sunday School 288

5099422

If your group would like to be in charge of a Wednesday 
Night meal as a fundraiser, contact Aimee at 341-0107.


