
DAILY LENT DEVOTIONS

Following the shooti ng in Parkland, we have seen a lot 
of division of the issue of how to deal with gun violence 
in our country.  Those who seek more gun control 
would like some of the access to semi-automati c 
weapons ti ghten.  Many of the posts are angry in 
tone.  Accusati ons are made toward those who would 
prevent any new laws from being passed.  There is 
real anger on behalf of students and parents as well as 
others around the country toward those favoring the 
status quo.

For those who would protect the second amendment, 
any restricti on becomes a slippery slope.  Once one law 
is passed, it may be easier to make further restricti ons 
the law of the land.  To infringe on this right would 
make it much easier to infringe upon all rights because 
the people would be at the mercy of the government.  
There is real anger on behalf of gun owners toward 
those who would restrict their freedom. 

There is real anger on both sides.

Our church traditi on has named anger as a deadly sin 
for over a thousand years.

At the same ti me, we have traditi ons of our heroes in 
the faith becoming angry.  Parti cularly, we think of the 
prophets becoming angry over injusti ce.

Jesus is prett y angry in this Sunday’s lecti onary reading: 
John 2:13-22.

It seems that dispensati on is made for righteous anger.  
If we are angry for a cause that will help others, then 
we seem to excuse it.

Our trouble is that when we are angry, it is always 
righteous anger, isn’t it?

Certainly, both sides of the gun debate are righteous 
in their anger.

So what does this mean for how we are to live as 
Christi ans?  What does it mean in dealing with the 
natural emoti on of anger?  We are not robots – is it 
sinful to feel something we cannot control?  And 
shouldn’t we allow anger to fuel our acti on if that 
acti on is helping others?

We’ll explore this on Sunday as we worship God 
together – and as we worship, we remember that we 
have people on both sides of the issue worshipping 
with us.  It is Christ who makes us one.

In Christ,
Sam

Check out Sam’s Blog here:  htt p://precedinggrace.blogspot.com.
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The Messenger

The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up 
to Jerusalem. In the temple he found people selling 
catt le, sheep, and doves, and the money-changers 
seated at their tables. Making a whip of cords, he 
drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep 
and the catt le. He also poured out the coins of the 
money-changers and overturned their tables. He 
told those who were selling the doves, ‘Take these 
things out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a 
market-place!’ His disciples remembered that it was 
writt en, ‘Zeal for your house will consume me.’ The 
Jews then said to him, ‘What sign can you show us 
for doing this?’ Jesus answered them, ‘Destroy this 
temple, and in three days I will raise it up.’ The Jews 
then said, ‘This temple has been under constructi on 
for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three 
days?’ But he was speaking of the temple of his 
body. Aft er he was raised from the dead, his disciples 
remembered that he had said this; and they believed 
the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.
       
    ~John 2:13-22
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UNDERSTANDING AND RESPONDING TO 
DEMENTIA-RELATED BEHAVIOR
Wednesday, March 7 | 3:30 to 5 pm
Mark your calendar to join us for a special presentation 
on understanding dementia related behavior at Edmond 
FUMC.  

CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP- BEGINS IN APRIL
Last Wednesday of Each Month Starting in April | 3:30 pm
Edmond FUMC is proud to begin hosting a Caregiver 
Support group!  This group will be a safe place for 
caregivers to meet and develop a support system. 

ANDREW SCHAEFFER TO ACCOMPANY UCO 
CHOIRS
Our Director of Music, Andrew Schaeffer, will be 
teaming up with the choirs of the University of Central 
Oklahoma to present a program of masterworks for 
organ and chorus on Sunday, March 4 at 5:00 at Christ 
the King Roman Catholic Church in Nichols Hills.  No 
tickets are required and there is ample parking.  Please 
contact Andrew with any questions.

Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org

EDMOND 1st

FRIENDS

2

Megan Borum, 
Director of Children and Family Ministries

megan@fumcedmond.org

The Youth will be going on a Spring Break Mission Trip March 18 
- 21. The cost is $100 per person and the deadline to register is 
March 4.  To register, visit www.fumcedmond.org/youth.

YOUTH SKYLINE FOOD COLLECTION
Lent has begun and the youth are in a competition. The mid-
high vs. senior high food collection starts this Wednesday. Please 
have your child bring a canned food item with them to youth. 
We will be collecting something different each week for the next 
5 weeks. All donations will go to Skyline.

EASTER EGGS NEEDED
Children’s Ministry is excited for our Church Easter Egg Hunt 
on March 25, 2018 on the Boulevard property.  It is a church 
wide event with food trucks, moon bounces, music, and an 
Easter Bonnet parade.  As a part of the social we will have 
an Easter Egg Hunt.  We need to collect 1,000 filled eggs by 
Sunday March 18, 2018!  Small toys, wrapped candy and 
stickers are great items to place in the eggs.  We will be 
collecting eggs in the baskets located outside of the east 
wing, in the foyer and at the welcome desk in the C.A.C.

The youth had a blast this month. We spent the month 
planning and getting ready for the biggest fundraiser of the 
year, Reverse Prom. The night was a magical Disney themed 
evening filled with great music, awesome decorations, and fun 
filled memories. The night was completely planned, decorated, 
and cleaned up by forty awesome youth. We wanted to say 
thank you to everyone who came and supported us financially. 
All the donations from the event go to help the youth attend 
summer camp. Here are a few pictures from the evening. Visit 
our website to see even more photos.
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LENT SEASON STUDIES
Wednesdays  |  6 pm  |  February 21 -March 14

Raising Kids in a Multicultural America
Team taught by Megan Borum, Rev. Don Vaught, and Rev. 
Trey Witzel |  Room 108 CAC
While a great deal of public discussion exists in regard to the 
impact of race and racism on children, meaningful dialogue 
about and resources for understanding the impact of race 
on children are absent. What can we do within our homes, 
communities and schools? Should we teach our children to 
be “colorblind”? Or, should we teach them to notice race? 
What strategies will help our children learn to function well 
in a diverse nation?

Means of Grace
Led by Joe Davis  |  Room 316M

The Bible tells us that God, through Jesus Christ, wants to 
shower  us with Grace, His unmerited love.   So why do we 
have a form of Godliness but deny the power thereof?  If 
God’s Grace is free, why does it not flow freely through our 
lives.  God’s grace is like a rain barrel.   It rains equally on the 
good and the bad.   But to appropriate God’s Grace, we need 
a structure for receiving it.   John Wesley,  our Methodist 
founder, talked about five means of Grace that function like a 
rain barrel.  They are prayer, the Scriptures, the Lord’s Supper, 
fasting, and worship.

Experiencing God Through the Practice of Prayer
Led by Rev. Beverly Powell  |  Library
Come ready to embrace quiet and stillness in order to 
cultivate your relationship with the Divine. Expect to leave 
refreshed. Each class will introduce a new prayer discipline.

SKYLINE CHALLENGE
Once again, we will challenge New Covenant 
United Methodist Church in a Skyline Food and 
Goods Drive.  The church with the most donated 
food, household items and toiletries will win 
bragging rights for the year!  The challenge began 
on Wednesday, February 14 and runs through 
March 25.  

Did you know that last year, Skyline provided 1,414,763 pounds of 
groceries.  That equals 5,659,052 meals feeding 1,886,351 people for a 
day.  Edmond First was a part of Skyline’s Homeless Outreach, delivering 
16,559 pounds of groceries to the homeless along with partners Mosiac 
UMC, Quail Springs UMC, Angie Smith Memorial UMC, Moore-New Life 
UMC, Penn Ave-Redepmtion UMC. 

Skyline provides more than food items.  They also provide vision 
services, health screens, Christmas gifts, clothing and more to the people 
of Oklahoma.  You can learn more about their services by visiting their 
website at www.skylineurbanministry.org/.

Will you help us provide for the needs of so many Oklahoma families by 
bring a food, toiletry item or household item such as detergent or paper 
towels?  Let’s show our Edmond First United Methodist spirit and win 
this challenge for a third year in a row!

WELCOME 
NEW MEMBERS

Rob & Zona Scholl joined with their 
daughters, Amber, Chandra & 
Ericka. They transferred from 

Connect UMC.

Derrack & Patti Berrins joined on 
Sunday along with their children 

Sam & Kate.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 28                                                                     
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
11:30 am UMW Unit Meeti ng, M 116B
4:00 pm  Youth Skyline, Skyline Urban Ministry
5:30 pm  Wednesday Night Dinner, CAC
6:00 pm  Jesus in the Gospels, M 313/314
6:00 pm  Lent Bible Studies, CAC 
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
6:00 pm  UMW - Random Acts of Kindness

THURSDAY, MARCH 1                                                                        
9:30 am  Preschool Chapel, Sanctuary
10:00 am Encore Choir, Choir Room
6:00 pm  Spirit Act Rehearsal, M 317
7:00 pm  Finance Meeti ng, M 314

FRIDAY, MARCH 2                                                                        
9:00 am  Senior Citi zens Volleyball, CAC Gym

SUNDAY, MARCH 4                                                                              
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:45 am  Sunday School Classes/Confi rmati on Class
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
12:00 pm College Class, CAC 107
12:00 pm Coff ee with the Clergy
1:00 pm  Youth Trip, Redempti on Church
4:00 pm  Disciple I, M 316
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practi ce, M 100B

MONDAY, MARCH 5                                                                              
12:00 pm Senior Citi zens Volleyball, CAC Gym
6:30 pm  Page Turners Book Club - M 118B
6:45 pm  Bell Choir Practi ce, M 104B
7:00 pm   Scout Troop 77, CAC
7:00 pm  Wesley Trip Meeti ng, Wesley Hall

TUESDAY, MARCH 6                                                                          
6:30 pm  Senior Citi zens Volleyball, CAC Gym
6:30 pm  Allies in Acti on, M 316

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 7                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
3:30 pm  Understanding Dementi a Behavior, Wesley Hall
5:30 pm  Wednesday Night Dinner, CAC
6:00 pm  Jesus in the Gospels, M 313/314
6:00 pm  Lent Bible Studies, CAC 
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practi ce, M 100B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christi an Acti vity Center

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER | 5:30 PM

FEBRUARY 28
Box Lunch

MARCH 7
Pizza

COST: DONATION

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (February 25, 2018)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 192
Worship Service – 9:45 am 48
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 84
Worship Service – 11:00 am 188
Nursery 18

Total 530
Sunday School 200


