
T R A N S F O R M I N G 
GRACE
Gospel lectionary for 
Sunday: Luke 9:28-36 
(NRSV)

I write this anticipating 
General Conference 
and by the time 
it is printed, our 
conferencing will be 
complete.  

I think it is fitting 
that we are looking 
toward Transfiguration 
Sunday in the liturgical 
calendar year as we 
try to make sense out 
of what happened in 
St. Louis.

It is interesting that Transfiguration comes for United 
Methodists as a bridge between the season following 
the Epiphany which deals with light and revelation and 
the season of Lent which encourages repentance and 
sacrifice.

In Luke’s version, we discover that the Transfiguration 
of Jesus is almost like a vision for the disciples.  Only in 
Luke’s account does it claim that they were very sleepy.  
Verse 32 states, “Now Peter and his companions were 
weighed down with sleep; but since they had stayed 
awake, they saw his glory and the two men who stood 
with him.”  The note following the word “awake” 
informs us that it could also be read, “but when they 
were fully awake.”

In Luke’s Gospel, this may be a foreshadowing of when 
the disciples slept as Jesus prays in Gethsemane prior 
to his betrayal and arrest.  Mark and Matthew tell 
us that they are the same three that witnessed the 
transfiguration but Luke keeps them anonymous using 

the more generic term 
“disciples”.

Luke also omits the 
fact that Jesus found 
them asleep three 
times and reports only 
a single time that Jesus 
returned to find them 
napping.

What does it mean to 
be asleep spiritually?  
And what does it mean 
to wake up?

Often, we can be worn 
down spiritually.  Some 
may be celebrating 
but this always leaves 
others grieving when 

we have a binary choice.  It may be that no one 
is very happy.  Regardless, we remember that the 
Transfiguration calls us to wake and to bear witness to 
the glory of Jesus Christ!

As we prepare ourselves for repentance and sacrifice 
once more, may we remember that the glory of Jesus 
is not our glory.  We may point to it but we do not 
control it or hoard it.  

But it does rouse us and move us into the world.  

May that be enough for today.

In Christ,
Sam

Check out more of Sam’s blog articles at precedinggrace.
blogspot.com.  
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The Messenger

 We are not the turtle but rather more
like the remora fish who finds

sustenance from the one who rises to give life.
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“GOOD GRIEF” SUPPORT GROUP
Thursday,  March 28 | 10 - 11 am |  Rm. 314
If you are coping with the  loss of a loved one, come 
be a part of a group of  folks who care about you and 
how you have been coping with your loss/change in 
life. Support group, facilitated by Revs. John Corbin 
and Don Vaught, sharing will be kept confidential.

SPECIAL THANK YOU
We are overwhelmed by love and friendship. And 
elevated by daily notifications of Gifts in Memory and 
cards that speak to our need of strength that is fulfilled 
through Jesus Christ. The blessing is this wonderful 
congregation; your presence, your healing words, your 
touch of support. We will always be grateful. In His 
name we share love and gratitude. 

Sue and Kristin Ellis

Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org

EDMOND 1st

FRIENDS

2

GENERAL CONFERENCE REVIEW
Rev. Dr. Sam Powers will give a review of General Conference 
in the sanctuary on Sunday, March 3rd at 1:30 pm.  He 
anticipates that it won’t last more than an hour but will be 
there to also answer any questions people may have about 
it.  This will help us to process it as a congregation to see 
what it may mean for the denomination and for our local 
congregation.
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Megan Borum, 
Director of Children and 

Family Ministries
megan@fumcedmond.org

COMMUNION STEWARDS NEEDED
Are you looking for a meaningful way to serve here at FUMC? 
We are looking for a Communion Steward who is willing to 
take the responsibility of organizing the yearly Communion 
schedule. The responsibilities will include: scheduling 
Communion stewards, yearly. Reminding stewards of their 
monthly responsibility and directions. Worship committee 
meetings (3-4 times a year). Direct conversation with Sam, 
regarding Christmas and Easter season. Insuring all items 
needed for Communion are ready and available (example: 
ordering bread, juice and juice cups). Teaching all new 
Stewards the proper way to set the Communion table. You 
will be trained through 2019 to take on the duties in 2020.

This is a meaningful and personally rewarding way to serve, 
setting Christ’s table. If you are interested, please contact 
Tina Koebelin dkoebelin@cox.net

LENTEN COVENANT GROUPS
As we approach the Lenten season (Ash Wednesday is 
on March 6 this year), our church is going to offer Lenten 
Covenant Groups.  These groups will meet weekly (six 
or seven times before Easter) for about an hour with 
approximately eight people.  The time will be set by the 
group.  The topic will be similar to the old Methodist 
groups that Wesley formed where we seek to hold each 
other accountable.  The idea is that many times the 
Lenten discipline we take on does not actually draw us 
closer to God unless we spiritualize it.  For example, we 
may give up soda for Lent but unless we actively think 
about it in a spiritual manner, it becomes more dietetic 
than faithful.  Our hope is that by conversing about our 
practices with a group, this will allow us to reflect on how 
our sacrifices or practices might be spiritual to us.  It also 
keeps us from dropping them after week 2!

You may sign up online or at the church.  You may sign 
up with a friend or a spouse but outside of this choice, 
the groups will be randomized so that people who may 
not know each other have a chance to get to know 
others in our congregation!  We hope that by making a 
commitment of six or seven hours during the forty day 
season of Lent that our church grows closer to God and 
closer to one another!

KIDS SUMMER CHURCH CAMP
Church Camp sign-ups are live. We have two sleep away 
camps available for kids. We will be going to Camp 
Canyon in June. Children entering into first and second 
grade will attend camp June 29-30. The cost is $70.00. 
Children entering grades three through five will attend 
Joy Camp June 28th-30th. The cost is $178.00. You can 
sign up here: www.okcamps.org

VBS T-SHIRTS
VBS is back! This year our theme is “ROAR.” 
We will be trekking through the safaris of the 
Bible June 10-13. This year we would love for 
not only volunteers to have a shirt, but people 
in our congregation. If you buy a shirt for $10 
you get a shirt and you’re helping a child get a 
shirt! Sizes range from small to XXXL.

Shirts can be ordered at:  https://www.
fumcedmond.org/shirts/vbs-t-shirts.  If you 
don’t want a shirt, but would like to donate 
$10, simply mark the box that says, “No 
thanks, just order two kids shirts.”
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 27                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
9:00 am  Yoga, Wesley Hall
5:15 pm  Wednesday Night Dinner
6:00 pm  Bible Studies and Classes
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27                                                                      
9:30 am   Preschool Chapel
10:00 am “Good Grief” Support Group, M 314
10:00 am Gospel Hymn Sing, Choir Room

SUNDAY, MARCH 3                                                                              
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:30 am  Sunday School Classes 
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
12:00 pm Coffee with the Clergy
1:30 pm  General Conference Update, Sanctuary
4:00 pm  Youth District Dodgeball, CAC & Wesley Hall
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

MONDAY, MARCH 4                                                                              
6:30 pm  Page Turners Book Club, M 118B
7:00 pm  Scouts, CAC

TUESDAY, MARCH 5                                                                         
6:30 pm  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
6:30 pm  Allies in Action, M 316

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 6                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
9:00 am  Yoga, Wesley Hall
6:00 pm  Family Friendly Ash Wednesday Service, Wesley Hall
7:00 pm  Ash Wednesday Service, Sanctuary

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER | 5:15 PM

FEBRUARY 27
Chili Dogs

MARCH 6
No Wednesday Night Programing- Ash Wednesday

COST: DONATION

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (February 24, 2019)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 179
Worship Service – 9:45 am 50
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 93
Worship Service – 11:00 am 158
Nursery 12

Total 492
Sunday School 239
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