
HEADING TO GENERAL 
CONFERENCE
This coming weekend, I’ll be heading 
to the special called General 
Conference for The United Methodist 
Church.  What makes it special is that 
we will only be dealing with legislation 
surrounding the church’s stance on 
human sexuality.  Currently, we have 
the language that “all persons are 
individuals of sacred worth, created 
in God’s image” but we also state 
that “The United Methodist Church 
does not condone the practice of 
homosexuality and considers this 
practice incompatible with Christian 
teaching.”

Within United Methodism, the General 
Conference is the only body that can 
change our doctrine and we debate it 
through the legislative process.  In a 
few days of this post, we will consider 
various options for what we might do 
regarding our stance.  Some of the main 
considerations are the One Church Plan which was approved 
by the majority of bishops, the Connectional Conference Plan 
and the Modified Traditional Plan.  The sessions will be live 
streamed if you wish to follow along.

The One Church Plan localizes the current doctrine 
surrounding homosexuality by allowing each clergy person 
to follow his or her conscience regarding gay weddings.  
No clergy is currently forced to perform a wedding if he 
or she chooses not to do so and this would continue.  The 
default for churches is they would continue to disallow gay 
weddings unless a church takes a vote to change the policy.  
Annual Conferences (where the clergy pool comes from for 
local church appointments) would decide whether or not 
to ordain gay clergy.  Churches would still decide whether 
or not they would receive a gay pastor.  Currently, liberal 
regions of the country ordain gay clergy which is against 
United Methodist doctrine.  The One Church Plan allows a 
more Libertarian understanding of marriage and ordination 
since neither practice is considered a sacrament in The 
United Methodist Church.  A person married by the state is 
not looked upon any differently by our denomination than a 
person married by a pastor.

The Connectional Conference Plan would redistribute 
the five jurisdictions in the United States into three new 
jurisdictions that are organized not by geography but by 

theology concerning LGBT marriage 
and ordination.  There would be a 
liberal, moderate and conservative 
jurisdiction.  Each annual conference 
would vote to determine which they 
would join.  Then if a local church did 
not agree with the annual conference 
placement, it could also vote to join a 
different jurisdiction and be placed in 
the closest geographic vicinity.  Under 
this plan, we could possibly have three 
different United Methodist churches in 
Edmond in three different jurisdictions.  
This plan takes a lot of constitutional 
amendments to the Book of Discipline 
which requires a 2/3 majority vote as 
well as 2/3 ratification by the annual 
conferences.  I do not believe this plan 
has much chance of passing the needed 
vote threshold.

The Modified Traditional Plan would 
seek to bring more accountability to 
the church’s current stance.  This would 
be for bishops and clergy alike.  Those 

who are not able to abide by the church’s polity would 
be encouraged to leave the denomination.  Labeled the 
“gracious exit,” it would apply to both clergy, churches and 
even annual conferences.  Presumably, they would leave to 
form another denomination similar in structure but with 
a more progressive theology.  The “Modified” portion of 
this plan comes from legislation that is seeking to make it 
compatible with the ruling of the Judicial Council.

The gracious exit is written around the idea that those 
with inclusive theology would leave, taking their property 
and assets with them.  While this group is marketed as 
the intended target, there are many more conservative 
churches that would also take this path if it were available.  
So the unstated consequence of the gracious exit is that 
there would be many churches who opt to leave which 
greatly decreases the ministries globally as well as locally.  
While I do not condone keeping anyone in covenant with 
me against their will, I don’t believe there is a “one size fits 
all” option for churches seeking to withdraw.  Each church 
is unique.  Some have more debt than assets and are barely 
staying afloat.  Others have property that is worth a fortune!  
Some churches have millions of dollars in endowments.

The gracious exit perpetuates the idea of the self-made 
person or in this case, self-made church.   Within a 
connectional system like our denomination, no church is 
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 For better or worse, I’ve voted
on legislation at General Conference 

for each of these Disciplines. I’ve
even written legislation that was

included in the 2012 edition.

Continued on page 2...
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CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP
February 20 | 3:30 pm  |  Room 316
A support group for caregivers will be held the 3rd 
Wednesday of each month at 3:30 pm. This is a 
wonderful opportunity to talk with and listen to other 
caregivers. You can share or just listen.  Please sign up 
by calling Carol Crisp at 341-4014, or Taprina Milburn at 
Sunbeam, 609-8939. 

SENIOR CONNECTION 
Come for dinner at 6:00 p.m. on Friday, February 22, 
2019, in the CAC.  Stay for the musical presentation 
of the true story of Dorothy Ellis, better known as 
“Miss Blues.” There will be storytelling & lots of music 
performed by a well-known group called Rhythmically 
Speaking. 

Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org
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an island and we may not think about all of the benefits 
that a local church receives.  Our own church has received 
thousands of dollars in grant money over the past couple 
of years with more promised in the year to come.  Clergy 
serving these local churches have received spiritual 
formation and training from seminaries as well as districts 
and conferences.  Our own district provides coaching at no 
charge to many of our pastors.  While there is legislation 
that would cover pension liabilities, there are many more 
factors to be considered which is why I favor the current 
system of review by the Annual Conference Board of 
Trustees for a church seeking to exit.

There are many people who would favor us passing some 
form of legislation so that we would not continue to 
wrestle over this issue every four years.  While I hate to be 
the bearer of bad news, no matter what passes (or even 
if nothing passes and we retain the current language), 
there will continue to be alternative legislation being put 
forward every four years.  I can guarantee that there will be 
more legislation surrounding human sexuality at the 2020 
General Conference.  Churches that leave denominations 
in order to have greater clarity surrounding this issue 
continue to find debate.  Much of the new wrangling 
comes from evangelical pastors who have discovered 
their children to be gay which often changes their stances 
to become more inclusive.

Conflict is a normal part of human relationships and the 
variety of biblical interpretation was present before the 
church began.  In the Jewish rabbinical tradition of Jesus, 
there were often schools of thought that emphasized 
different points in scripture.  Early on, there was the idea 
of Holiness which claimed that God’s covenant people 
should follow certain behavioral guidelines outlined 
in scripture so that we might be acceptable to God.  
Another idea is that we serve as a Light to the Nations 
which means that we are to bring the knowledge of God 
to people that are not of our tribe.  As these ideas have 

evolved, we continue to see them today.  Holiness is more 
likely espoused by those emphasizing personal holiness or 
the internal relationship with God.  Light to the Nations is 
more external and includes social holiness or the love of 
neighbor.  Both are biblical and the churches and pastors 
of our denomination tend to lean on one or the other 
during the debate over human sexuality.   Both are parts 
of Wesleyan grace as Sanctification tends to be featured 
in Holiness while Prevenient Grace falls more in line with 
Light to the Nations.  Holding them in tension makes us 
stronger theologically.

No matter what plan passes or even if nothing changes, 
the debate will continue.  As Christians, it is healthier if we 
realize that this difference of opinion does not change my 
duty to love God with all my being and to love my neighbor 
as myself.  It is likely that we differ on a number of issues 
and are not so disturbed by these other ideas as much.  I 
don’t think it is any coincidence that this Sunday’s gospel 
lectionary is Luke 6:27-38.  This passage begins with the 
admonition by Jesus to love your enemies and concludes 
with Jesus reminding us that the measure we give will be 
the measure we get back.  We must be careful not to let the 
current polarization that is ongoing both in our country and 
around the world to overly influence our stance toward 
one another.  I believe that how a church operates with 
differences of opinion can witness to our nation and to the 
world on how there can be a better way to get along.  This 
just might be the Way Forward for all of us.

In Christ,
Sam

Check out more of Sam’s blog articles at precedinggrace.
blogspot.com.  

Follow the General Conference online live at: http://
www.umc.org/who-we-are/general-conference-2019-
live-video-stream-english

...Continued from front page
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Megan Borum, 
Director of Children and 

Family Ministries
megan@fumcedmond.org

COMMUNION STEWARDS NEEDED
Are you looking for a meaningful way to serve here at FUMC? 
We are looking for a Communion Steward who is willing to 
take the responsibility of organizing the yearly Communion 
schedule. The responsibilities will include: scheduling 
Communion stewards, yearly. Reminding stewards of their 
monthly responsibility and directions. Worship committee 
meetings (3-4 times a year). Direct conversation with Sam, 
regarding Christmas and Easter season. Insuring all items 
needed for Communion are ready and available (example: 
ordering bread, juice and juice cups). Teaching all new 
Stewards the proper way to set the Communion table. You 
will be trained through 2019 to take on the duties in 2020.

This is a meaningful and personally rewarding way to serve, 
setting Christ’s table. If you are interested, please contact 
Tina Koebelin dkoebelin@cox.net

LENTEN COVENANT GROUPS
As we approach the Lenten season (Ash Wednesday is 
on March 6 this year), our church is going to offer Lenten 
Covenant Groups.  These groups will meet weekly (six 
or seven times before Easter) for about an hour with 
approximately eight people.  The time will be set by the 
group.  The topic will be similar to the old Methodist 
groups that Wesley formed where we seek to hold each 
other accountable.  The idea is that many times the 
Lenten discipline we take on does not actually draw us 
closer to God unless we spiritualize it.  For example, we 
may give up soda for Lent but unless we actively think 
about it in a spiritual manner, it becomes more dietetic 
than faithful.  Our hope is that by conversing about our 
practices with a group, this will allow us to reflect on how 
our sacrifices or practices might be spiritual to us.  It also 
keeps us from dropping them after week 2!

You may sign up online or at the church.  You may sign 
up with a friend or a spouse but outside of this choice, 
the groups will be randomized so that people who may 
not know each other have a chance to get to know 
others in our congregation!  We hope that by making a 
commitment of six or seven hours during the forty day 
season of Lent that our church grows closer to God and 
closer to one another!

NO COOKING FOR ICE ANGELS THIS WEDNESDAY!
Due to the cold temperatures, Skyline will be providing 
the meal for Ice Angels this week.  If you would still like to 
serve, feel free to arrive at 1200 S Walker Ave at 12:30pm 
on Wednesday!

KIDS SUMMER CHURCH CAMP
Church Camp sign-ups are live. We have two sleep away 
camps available for kids. We will be going to Camp 
Canyon in June. Children entering into first and second 
grade will attend camp June 29-30. The cost is $70.00. 
Children entering grades three through five will attend 
Joy Camp June 28th-30th. The cost is $178.00. You can 
sign up here: www.okcamps.org
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 20                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
9:00 am  Yoga, Wesley Hall
10:00 am Ice Angels, CAC Kitchen
12:00 pm UMW - Executive Meeting, M 116B
1:00 pm  UMW Unit Meeting, Wesley Hall
3:30 pm  Caregiver Support Group, M 316
5:15 pm  Wednesday Night Dinner
6:00 pm  Bible Studies and Classes
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 21                                                                      
9:30 am   Preschool Chapel
7:00 pm  Finance Meeting, M 314

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 22                                                                      
10:00 am  UMW - Seeker’s Circle, M 116B
6:00 pm  Senior Connection, CAC 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 24                                                                              
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:30 am  Sunday School Classes 
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 25                                                                              
7:00 pm  Scouts, CAC

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 26                                                                         
1:00 pm  Senior Congregational Care, M 118B
6:30 pm  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 27                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
9:00 am  Yoga, Wesley Hall
5:15 pm  Wednesday Night Dinner
6:00 pm  Bible Studies and Classes
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER | 5:15 PM

FEBRUARY 20
TBA, Wesley Campus Ministry Fundraiser

FEBRUARY 27
TBA

COST: DONATION

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (February 17, 2019)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 161
Worship Service – 9:45 am 53
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 107
Worship Service – 11:00 am 162

Total 483
Sunday School 242

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

5099422

Valerie and Kennedy Frost 
transferred from St Stephens 

UMC in Virginia.

Lynn and Barbara Hunt 
transferred from another 

Methodist Church. Barbara not 
pictured.

RaeLyn & James Belt transferred 
from another Methodist Church.

Sabrina Kimes transferred from 
another Methodist Church. 

What a great Sunday!  We’re excited that someone joined in 
each of our Sunday Morning Services!


