
WOE IS ME!
Lectionary Reading: 
Luke 6:17-26 (NRSV)

Sunday’s reading is 
the beginning of the 
“Sermon on the Plain” 
in Luke which is similar 
in content to the more 
familiar (and longer) 
“Sermon on the 
Mount” in Matthew.  

If you are familiar 
with the Sermon on 
the Mount, you’ll 
remember that it 
begins with the 
Beatitudes which are the blessings that Jesus proclaims.  
There are similarities between the two but Matthew 
spiritualizes the conditions while Luke allows them to 
perhaps speak differently to us.

For instance, while Luke relates, “Blessed are you who are 
poor” in verse 20, Matthew’s version says “Blessed are the 
poor in spirit...”  in 5:3.

Luke then states “Blessed are you who are hungry now, 
for you will be filled.”  Matthew’s verse on hunger (5:6) is 
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
for they will be filled.”

Both Gospel writers are the most similar around grief.  
Luke’s “Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh” 
is not all that different from Matthew’s “Blessed are those 
who mourn, for they will be comforted.”  

Scholars argue over which is the earliest version (and most 
original to Jesus).  Of course, Jesus traveled as a preacher 
and could have changed up his sermon from town to town.  
I sometimes change the way I preach a story from one 

service to the next and 
that occurs only an 
hour away in time!

If we spiritualize these 
conditions, they may 
be easier for us to 
relate.  In comparison 
to the standards of the 
world, I’m not poor 
by any means and I’m 
certainly not hungry.  
Is there a way that 
we can access these 
blessings?

This becomes even 
more difficult for us 

in Luke because they are followed by the “woes”.  It is 
interesting that the NRSV chose to translate them in this 
way since “woe” is not a word we commonly use today.  
The Common English Bible translates them as “How terrible 
for you...” which does sound bad.  They are designed to 
relate a feeling of misery which is a reversal of what people 
then (and now) would have thought in dealing with those 
conditions.  To be rich, sated and laughing was seen as the 
very epitome of blessing.

This in itself becomes a paradox.  How in the world does the 
Kingdom of God belong to someone who is poor?  If they 
had God’s Kingdom, they would be rich.

Hmm... 

In Christ,
Sam

Check out more of Sam’s blog articles at precedinggrace.
blogspot.com.  
Photo by Mark Kjerland via Flickr.com.  Used under the 
Creative Commons license.
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The Messenger

 Sometimes we have a difficult time
letting others get close to us!
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CANCER SUPPORT GROUP
Friday, February 15 | 10 am  |  Room 314 
If cancer is a part of your life, do not cope alone; 
you  have a church and a cancer support group that 
is  there for you! Items discussed will be confiden-
tial.  Come find out more about fellowship, increased  
awareness, healing, optimism, strength, understand-
ing and growing together.

CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP
February 20 | 3:30 pm  |  Room 316
A support group for caregivers will be held the 3rd 
Wednesday of each month at 3:30 pm. This is a 
wonderful opportunity to talk with and listen to other 
caregivers. You can share or just listen.  Please sign up 
by calling Carol Crisp at 341-4014, or Taprina Milburn at 
Sunbeam, 609-8939. 

SENIOR CONNECTION 
Come for dinner at 6:00 p.m. on Friday, February 22, 
2019, in the CAC.  Stay for the musical presentation 
of the true story of Dorothy Ellis, better known as 
“Miss Blues.” There will be storytelling & lots of music 
performed by a well-known group called Rhythmically 
Speaking. 

LIVE STREAMING
Can’t make it to worship on Sunday?  Did you know that 
we Live Stream our 11:00 am service on Facebook?  To 
be with us in spirit, join in by visiting our Facebook page 
to see the services when you can’t make it in person.

TEXT UPDATES
If you would like to receive urgent news or updates 
by text from Edmond FUMC, sign up today at https://
www.fumcedmond.org/communication-sign-up.

Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org

EDMOND 1st

FRIENDS
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PRESCHOOL ENROLLMENT
Enrollment for the MDO/Preschool starts on Tuesday, 
February 19th at 8:30am.

If you have a child that will be 6 months old - 4 years old 
by Sept 1st, we would love to have them be a part of the 
incredible 2019-2020 school year we have planned. 

Please call Laura Neff at 341-1230 or email laura@
fumcedmond.org for more details.

First United Methodist
Preschool & MDO

LENTEN COVENANT GROUPS
As we approach the Lenten season (Ash Wednesday is 
on March 6 this year), our church is going to offer Lenten 
Covenant Groups.  These groups will meet weekly (six 
or seven times before Easter) for about an hour with 
approximately eight people.  The time will be set by the 
group.  The topic will be similar to the old Methodist 
groups that Wesley formed where we seek to hold each 
other accountable.  The idea is that many times the 
Lenten discipline we take on does not actually draw us 
closer to God unless we spiritualize it.  For example, we 
may give up soda for Lent but unless we actively think 
about it in a spiritual manner, it becomes more dietetic 
than faithful.  Our hope is that by conversing about our 
practices with a group, this will allow us to reflect on how 
our sacrifices or practices might be spiritual to us.  It also 
keeps us from dropping them after week 2!

You may sign up online or at the church.  You may sign 
up with a friend or a spouse but outside of this choice, 
the groups will be randomized so that people who may 
not know each other have a chance to get to know 
others in our congregation!  We hope that by making a 
commitment of six or seven hours during the forty day 
season of Lent that our church grows closer to God and 
closer to one another!

SPECIAL THANK YOU FROM GIVING TREE RECIPIENTS
A few very special thank you notes were received from recipients of the Giving Tree 
the church hosted this past Christmas.  Because of your generosity, we were able to 
provide gifts for sixteen families through the Giving Tree.  Additionally, we were able 
to give $26,000 to the Heifer Project after our gift of $8,926 was tripled!  Thank you 
all for your generosity!

GOSPEL HYMN SING                 
10:00 a.m. Thursdays in The Choir Room

Merlin Johnson and Roger Pitt will be getting out the 
Cokesbury hymnbooks to sing  favorite gospel songs 
beginning this Thursday, Valentine’s Day.  They invite you to 
join them to sing your favorites too.  THIS IS NOT A NEW 
CHOIR-- just a gathering because we love the Christ who 
keeps us singing.   Bring a favorite song list and they’ll find 
them.  If the song isn’t in Cokesbury, they will try to find it for 
the next week.  Singing expresses the joy of the Lord who is 
our strength.  Come join in the fun! 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 13                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
9:00 am  Yoga, Wesley Hall
1:00 pm  UMW - Friendship, M 118B
5:15 pm  Wednesday Night Dinner
6:00 pm  Bible Studies and Classes
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 14                                                                      
9:30 am   Preschool Chapel

FRIDAY,FEBRUARY 15                                                                      
10:00 am  Cancer Support Group, M 314 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 17                                                                              
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:30 am  Sunday School Classes 
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
12:15 pm Children’s Ministry, CAC 107
4:00 pm  Worship Committee, M 118B
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 18                                                                              
7:00 pm  Scouts, CAC

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 19                                                                         
6:30 pm  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 20                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
9:00 am  Yoga, Wesley Hall
10:00 am Ice Angels, CAC Kitchen
12:00 pm UMW - Executive Meeting, M 116B
1:00 pm  UMW Unit Meeting, Wesley Hall
3:30 pm  Caregiver Support Group, M 316
5:15 pm  Wednesday Night Dinner
6:00 pm  Bible Studies and Classes
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER | 5:15 PM

FEBRUARY 13
Tacos

FEBRUARY 20
TBA, Wesley Campus Ministry Fundraiser

COST: DONATION

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (February 10, 2019)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 180
Worship Service – 9:45 am 61
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 103
Worship Service – 11:00 am 222
Nursery 15

Total 580
Sunday School 300

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

5099422

Libby Jackson joined by 
transfer from another 

Methodist Church.

Stevie and Matt Clark 
joined by transfer 
from Woodward 

Methodist Church and 
Weatherford Methodist 

Church. 


