
I WOULD LIKE TO BE 
BLAMELESS...
Sunday’s Lectionary Reading: 
Philippians 1:3-11 (NRSV)

Growing up, I was taught to 
watch my mouth.  Cussing was 
especially prohibited.  There 
were lots and lots of words that 
I was not allowed to say.  One 
time, I ventured into some verbal 
country that was restricted.  In 
response, my mom washed my 
mouth out with soap.  For our 
younger readers, this meant 
my mom put a bar of soap into 
my mouth and made me rub it 
around until it started to create 
suds.

Of course, this tastes awful!  
Even after rinsing your mouth 
out with water afterward, you 
can still taste the soap for a 
while.  It is considered harmful today and I am not advocating 
this as a disciplinary method (just to be clear). 

Of course, I professed my innocence!  I was being subjected to 
an injustice!  I didn’t even know that word was bad – I was just 
trying it out!

Except that this was not true.  While I wasn’t 100% sure the 
word in question was on the naughty list, I was probably 90% 
sure.  I was pushing my luck.

Later when I was in college, I went through a profanity phase.  
It was my little rebellion as I was trying to figure out who I 
was as an adult.  I can remember offending other students 
in my classes.  They must have been too sensitive!  I was just 
toughening them up!  My intrusion on their ears was actually 
good for them, you see.

Essentially, I was putting my own desires (I can talk any way 
that pleases me) above the common good.  There was no 
personal responsibility to check myself or to make sure I was 
not harming someone else.

At the time, I wouldn’t have 
considered myself guilty of 
anything wrong. 

Except that I never spoke that way 
to my parents or grandparents. 

So there was some semblance 
of knowledge of right and wrong 
or I would have trod over their 
feelings as well.  Eventually, I 
matured and realized that words 
hold power and some words 
have the power to offend or 
hurt.  I (mostly) try to use my 
language to help and heal now 
which sometimes works and 
sometimes doesn’t.

As Paul writes to the church at 
Philippi in Sunday’s epistle, he 
wishes for them that their love 
would overflow with knowledge 
and insight that would lead to 

discernment toward the correct action.  In this way, they will 
be blameless.

Wouldn’t it be nice to be blameless?

To have a “Get out of jail free” card?

In today’s society, it sometimes feels like we are moving away 
from personal responsibility and replacing it with the outright 
denial of guilt.  If you are wrong, just don’t ever admit it.

Except somewhere inside you know.

This Sunday, we will look at Paul’s encounters with the church 
at Philippi.  These certainly influenced his letter and how they 
read it.  As we prepare our hearts and minds for Christmas, 
“doing no harm” would certainly keep us from blame better 
than outright denial.  I hope you’ll join us for worship as we 
figure out what to get Jesus for his birthday this year!
In Christ,
Sam

Check out more of Sam’s blog articles at precedinggrace.
blogspot.com.  
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RANDOM ACTS OF KINDNESS MEETING
Random Acts of Kindness will be meeting on Thursday, 
December 6, 2018 at 6 pm at Earl’s BBQ on Broadway 
in Edmond.

BELL CHOIR CONCERT THIS SUNDAY
Ding Dong, Ding Dong! Come enjoy our annual Handbell 
Choir Christmas Concert this Sunday, December 9. It’s 
an event you don’t want to miss!

Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org
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ADVENT
Advent is a time of waiting! There are many in the Bible 
who were seeking answers but waited for them, not 
always patiently or happily. But, they waited...This is a 
time of waiting and preparing our hearts for what is to 
come, a child. A Child who will forever change the way 
of Christian discipleship. The youth will spend the next 
four weeks preparing and patiently waiting through 
prayer stations, prayer pictures, and stories in the 
gospels. Join us week one to prepare for this season 
through prayer stations. I challenge you at home to 
make an advent calendar together as a family and 
spend time together in prayer after school, at dinner, 
or before bed as a family praying for this season of joy, 
hope, and peace. 

Sign up for Spring Break Mission Trip at 
www.fumcedmond.org/youth.

UMM BREAKFAST
Saturday, December 8  |  
8 am  |  CAC
Join the United Methodist 
Men on Saturday for a 
delicious breakfast with 
scrambled eggs, biscuits 
and gravy, coffee, orange 
juice, milk, fellowship, 
and a fantastic speaker, 
Larry McClure.

Larry McClure was born in Sapulpa, OK, as the youngest  of 
four kids. He was very active in his high school in Sapulpa 
and was baptized at the First Christian Church in Sapulpa 
when he was in high school.

He attended college for one year at Missouri Southern in 
Joplin Mo, then joined the Army in August of 1969. He spent 
eight and a half years on active duty, and served as a military 
policeman, personnel management NCO, and Drill Sergeant 
during his time in the military.

After leaving active duty, he went into the Army Reserves 
for 24 years, and retired at the rank of Master Seargeant. 
After active duty, he moved to Jenks, OK and worked 
for the U.S. Postal Service for the next 17 years. During 
that time, he worked his way up to become Postmaster 
at Parkhill, OK. He then had the opportunity to work for 
the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, Regional Office 
in Muskogee, OK. During this time, his faith was tested 
as he took a tremendous pay cut and started over at the 
age of 45.  After years of serving in various positions, he 
retired with 42 years of federal service in October of 2013.  

After retiring, he moved to OKC and met and married the 
love of his life, Darlene. After visiting several churches in the 
area, they feel that FUMC is where the Lord wants them.

UCO WESLEY DIRECTOR SWORN IN AS CHAPLAIN 
CANDIDATE IN OK ARMY NATIONAL GUARD
Last Wednesday, Michaela Drain (the UCO Wesley Director 
and Edmond First College Minister) was sworn into the 
Oklahoma Army National Guard as a 2nd Lieutenant 
Chaplain Candidate. Since she is in the Oklahoma National 
Guard, she will be able to continue in her role here as our 
college minister. This just means once a month, she will 
be ministering to soldiers around the state and during the 
summer she will be shipped to South Carolina to complete 
Chaplain and Officer training at the Army Chaplain School in 
Fort Jackson. 

Michaela was previously in the Oklahoma Army National 
Guard as a Chaplain Assistant. In that role, she aided the 
Chaplain in tasks such as guarding, setting up the chapel, 
contacting units, facilitating community building events. 
In her new position as a Chaplain Candidate (or Chaplain 
Student), she will be the one in charge of a unit’s religious 
needs, helping guide the fulfillment of the spiritual needs 
of up to 1000 people. Michaela will be training soldiers on 
suicide prevention, counseling soldiers on spiritual issues of 
marriage/finances,  responding to natural disasters, visiting 
soldiers in hospitals, leading chapel services, holding 
memorial ceremonies, and things of the like. We are very 
proud of her achievements so far and we will continue to 
pray for her ministry and continued training. 

Pictured with Michaela from left to right are UCO Wesley students: 
Caleb Coder, Wanda Clark, Lucy Sargent, and Nate Howard.
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YOUNG ADULT/COLLEGE RETREAT
Edmond First and UCO Wesley college age students will be 
going to Canyon Camp from January 3rd-6th. If you are in 
college or age 18-25 and not in college, this retreat is for 
you. The same people that lead Camp Spark for Junior High 
and High school students have put together a mid-winter 
camp experience for college and career folk. The schedule 
is a loosely based itinerary for worship, small groups, and 
relaxation. There will be time to see friends, be in nature, 
play games, or relax. Come recharge your spirit with some 
much needed time in the canyon. 

To sign up for the retreat, visit okcamps.org or contact 
Michaela Drain at michaela@fumcedmond.org. If you fill 
out registration online, make sure to mark you are with the 
University of Central Oklahoma or Edmond First UMC, the 
UCO Wesley will cover some of the cost for camp. It will cost 
$85 if you say you are with another church or school, or say 
you are with the University of Central Oklahoma or Edmond 
First UMC and it will cost $20. Edmond First and UCO Wesley 
will be taking a bus but you are welcome to drive yourself. 

THANK YOU
Friends,
I would like to thank each and every one of you for the 
sincere and hearty farewell celebration you hosted in 
honor of Jenny, Walter and myself on November 18.  
To say we were humbled by the outpouring of love is 
an understatement.  Indeed, it is the support of this 
community that has made this transition particularly 
bittersweet.

At the gathering, I stated that you will all remain in my 
heart as I hope to remain in yours.  As Jenny and I have 
settled into our new environment, we have enjoyed 
reading through the many, many cards we received and 
will continue to treasure them. 

I will be praying for this congregation as you prepare 
to welcome Tim Navis and his family, and I will remain 
grateful for the five wonderful years we shared together!

God’s blessings and mine,
Andrew Schaeffer

SPECIAL PENS AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE
A group of men from FUMC have been working hard to 
make pens out of the old Oak tree that was cut down 
when the new addition was added! These pens, along 
with pens made of several exotic woods will be available 
for purchase this Sunday, December 9 in the Foyer. All 
proceeds will go to the youth groups. If you can’t make 
it and you would like to purchase one of these special 
pens for a Christmas gift, contact John Teegarden at 
903-603-6008.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 5                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
11:30 am UMW Luncheon/Officers Installation, Wes. Hall
5:15 pm  Wednesday Night Dinner, CAC Gym
6:00 pm  Bible Studies and Classes
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 6                                                                         
9:30 am  Preschool Chapel, Sanctuary
6:00 pm  UMW - Random Acts of Kindness

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 7                                                                         
7:00 pm  Scout Troop 77 Lock In, CAC

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8                                                                         
8:00 am  UMM Breakfast, CAC

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9                                                                              
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:30 am  Sunday School Classes 
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
12:30 pm Trustees, M 116B
3:00 pm  Bell Choir Concert, Sanctuary
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

MONDAY, DECEMBER 10                                                                              
9:15 am  Mom’s Group Meeting, Wesley Hall
6:30 pm  Mom’s Group Meeting, Wesley Hall
6:45 pm  Bell Choir Practice, M 104B
7:00 pm  Scouts, CAC

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 11                                                                         
10:00 am Senior Connection Meeting, M 118B
1:00 pm  UMW - Wesleyan Circle, M 118B
6:30 pm  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 12                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
1:00 am  UMW - Friendship Circle, 118B
5:15 pm  Wednesday Night Dinner, CAC Gym
6:00 pm  Bible Studies and Classes
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER | 5:15 PM

DECEMBER 5
Baked Potatoes, Wesley Fundraiser

DECEMBER 12 
Pizza Youth Fundraiser

COST: DONATION

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (December 1, 2018)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 181
Worship Service – 9:45 am 62
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 98
Worship Service – 11:00 am 201
Nursery 16

Total 558
Sunday School 240

5099422


