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The Messenger

WHAT ARE YOU DOING THIS WEEKEND? 

During Sunday school, we had a good discussion on various 
Christmas traditions.  Some are overtly religious such as going 
to the Christmas Eve Candlelight service while others could be 
perceived as fairly secular like shopping for presents or looking 
at Christmas lights.

There is no good Biblical rationale for celebrating the birthday 
of Jesus on December 25.  In fact, there have been celebrations 
during this time of the year that pre-date not only Christianity but 
also recorded human history.  Pagan festivals were celebrated 
during the darkest time of the year near the winter solstice 
when the sunlight was at a minimum.  These gave hope that the 
longer daylight would eventually begin to return. 

Some claim that the observation of Christmas merely replaced 
pagan celebrations such as the Roman cult of the Sol Invictus 
or unconquered sun.  However, this should not keep us from 
celebrating during this time of year or even enjoying traditions 
that have been co-opted such as the Christmas tree.

The story of the Incarnation fits very well with the celebrations 
following winter solstice that observe the return of the sun.  
Both have to do with hope coming during a time of darkness.

Christianity, by celebrating the Incarnation of God, gives us an 
understanding of the love of God which penetrates the human 
condition.  As God comes in the flesh as Jesus Christ, we see 
from the story of the death of infants at the hand of Herod that 
God is made vulnerable in a world where suffering is very real.  
While he escapes this immediate danger to his life, we see that it 
does catch up to him at the cross.

But this suffering and death is never the end of the Christian 
story.  Even these are transformed in the Christian worldview.
 
And so we celebrate “God with us” at Christmas.

We recognize that this story transcends culture as it relates to 
all people because all people are in need of hope.  All people 
struggle with darkness.  All people need the light of the world!

If you are in the Edmond area this coming weekend, we will 
celebrate with candlelight worship.  We will have a special live 

nativity this Friday (Dec 23) at 6 pm followed by Worship on 
Hurd, our contemporary worship service in Wesley Hall at 7 pm.  
On Saturday (Dec 24), we will have three separate Christmas 
Eve services at 4:00 pm (which will be geared more toward 
children), 7:00 pm and 11:00 pm.  Then on Christmas Day we will 
combine all of our Sunday morning services at 10:00 am in the 
sanctuary.  This will be a “come as you are” service for a more 
relaxed feel that morning as we celebrate Christmas together as 
the body of Christ.  Nursery is available for all of these worship 
services except for the 11 pm service.  The sermon and worship 
will be unique on Friday, Saturday and Sunday so for those who 
like to collect the whole set, there’s something each day of the 
weekend.

If you have someone you would like to invite, this may be a great 
way for you to share your faith with them.  After all, we all need 
hope!

In Christ,
Sam

To read more of Sam’s articles, visit http://precedinggrace.blogspot.com
Photo via Flickr.com, used under the Creative Commons license. 

Mistletoe was originally a sacred plant used
by European druids before being re-appropriated

as a Christmas tradition!
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
We are looking for friendly faces to volunteer with 
various jobs before, during and after our Christmas 
Eve Services.  If you are willing to help, please contact 
Beverly at beverly@fumcedmond.org.

LIVE STREAMING
Can’t make it to worship on Sunday?  Did you know that 
we Live Stream our 11:00 am service on Facebook?  To 
be with us in spirit, join in by visiting our Facebook page 
to see the services when you can’t make it in person.

ALTAR FLOWERS
If you would like to provide the Sunday service altar 
flowers in honor or memory of someone, please con-
tact Beverly at beverly@fumcedmond.org.  There are 
several openings for 2017. Cost is $45. You can take 
the flowers home with you after the 11:00 service if 
you would like.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org

EDMOND 1st

FRIENDS

2017 Confi rmation
We all want to shape our Middle Schoolers 
to be good, happy and producti ve people.

Faith is an important piece of the puzzle.

Starti ng January 8, Rev. Sam Powers, senior 
pastor at First United Methodist Church 
of Edmond will be leading faith formati on 
classes (AKA Confi rmati on classes) for 
middle schoolers at 9:45 am.

To sign up or for more informati on email  info@
fumcedmond.org or go to www.fumcedmond.org

Starting January 8th | 9:45-10:45 am
All 6th-12th grade students are invited to join 

confirmation class. If your youth would like to be a part of 
this class please contact Sam Powers or Erica Lawrence.

December 21st
    Youth Christmas Party | 5:30-7:30 | 3rd floor
    *Bring a snack to share and a $5 dirty santa gift

Every member of a family plays a vital role in the health 
and happiness of the household. Everyone is important, 
deserves to be treated with love and respect, and needs to 
know that when they make mistakes they will still be loved 
unconditionally. 

Parenting expert Dr. Kevin Leman says it is, and he’s ready to 
show moms and dads exactly how they can make it happen 
in their family--in just five days. He shows families how to 

· communicate honestly and kindly 
· prioritize the right things 
· maintain great attitudes and behaviors 
· determine the role they play in the family structure 
· make family time count 

Join us on January 11 for the new 7-week study in room 108!

A LOOK BACK... AND A LOOK FORWARD
A Special Jan. 1 Sunday School Hour Meeting
Since Christmas falls on a Sunday this year, that means 
that New Year’s Day also falls on a Sunday.  We will have 
our three regular worship services on January 1st that will 
feature portions of the Wesleyan Covenant Service so that 
we can start our year out right!
  
I will be giving a report in the sanctuary of how our church 
did in 2016 and what we envision taking place in 2017 
during the Sunday School hour on New Year’s Day.  This 
will include information on the new Associate Minister that 
will be appointed at Annual Conference (in addition to Don 
Vaught - not replacing him).  
 
We will look at trends in churches today and see how ours 
matches up.
 
Also, Don Vaught and I will be leading a class in the sanctu-
ary on January 15 on the Discipleship Plan for our church 
and how we will be implementing it.  We hope that you put 
this on your calendar as well.
 
Our Christmas Day service will be at 10:00 am and we will 
not offer Sunday school but of course, if your class decides 
to meet at 9 am or 11 am, we would not stop you!
 
In Christ,
Sam Powers
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Friday, December 23rd 2

6:00 pm 2nd Annual Living Nativity 
followed by Worship on Hurd’s 

Christmas Eve Eve Service.

Saturday, December 24th2

4:00, 7:00 & 11:00 pm
Festival Candlelight Worship

 (Family-Friendly at 4 pm)

Sunday, December 25th2

ONE Worship service at 10:00

Celebrate Christmas

AT EDMOND FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

SHARE OUR FACEBOOK VIDEO!
Christmas is a time when people are more willing 
to try out church.  We have published a short video 
(under 2 minutes) on Facebook inviting people to 
join us for our upcoming Christmas weekend.  We 
have had a lot of shares from our congregants 
which has allowed it to reach a much wider 
audience. Comments about it as well as sharing 
it to your page may help others you know decide 
to visit us over Christmas.  You can find the video 
by visiting our Facebook page, or by going to our 
website at www.fumcedmond.org and clicking on 
the video on the home page and sharing it. 

IMPORTANT YEAR-END GIVING REMINDERS

As we get ready to welcome a new year, I want 
to remind everyone of ways you can still give and 
have it count towards 2016 tax deductions.

• Offering plate - collections will be taken on both 
Christmas Eve and Christmas day. 

• The office - The office will be open 8:00 am - 
5:00 pm on Tuesday, December 27 - Thursday, 
December 29.  You may bring your cash or checks 
into the office during any of those times and it will 
be counted towards 2016 giving.

• Mail - Any gifts postmarked by December 31st 
will be counted in 2016 giving.

• Online - Go to our website, fumcedmond.org, 
click GIVE, and Donate Online by December 31st.

• Stock Gifts - These contributions can be done 
by contacting Billy Meade at Oklahoma United 
Methodist Foundation, 525-6863.  Stock gifts take 
a few days, so be aware the transaction should be 
initiated by the beginning of next week.

If you have any questions, please contact Aimee 
Hallenbeck or Michelle Mahaffey in the office at 
341-0107, or by email, finance@fumcedmond.org.
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WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (December 18, 2016)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 120
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 58
Worship Service – 11:00 am 190
Nursery 8

Total 376
Sunday School 198

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Wednesday, December 21 
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg 
6:00 pm   Youth Christmas Parties, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm   Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

Friday, December 23
9:00 am   Sr. Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
6:00 pm  Live Nativity, Outside Main Building Parking Lot 
7:00 pm  WOH Christmas Eve Eve Service, Wesley Hall

Saturday, December 24
4:00 pm   Christmas Eve Service, Sanctuary
7:00 pm   Christmas Eve Service, Sanctuary
11:00 pm  Christmas Eve Service, Sanctuary

Sunday, December 25 
10:00 am  Worship Service, Sanctuary 

Tuesday, December 27 
6:30 pm   Senior Citizen Volleyball, CAC Gym

Wednesday, December 28 
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg 

Please Note:
The Church office will be closed Friday, December 23 and 
Monday, December 26 for Christmas. Additionally, the office 
will be closed on Friday, December 30, and Monday, January 
2 for New Year’s. Beginning in 2017, the Church office will be 
closed on Fridays. 

There will not be a mailed version of the Messenger on De-
cember 28 or January 4, but an Email version will be sent.  To 
have your email added to the list, please contact 
jamie@fumcedmond.org. 

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER | 5:30 PM

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER AND CLASSES 
WILL RESUME JANUARY 11!

New member Margaret 
Parks transferred 
membership from 
Prague UMC on Sunday.  
Welcome Margaret!

WELCOME NEW MEMBER!


