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The Messenger

THE FULFILLMENT OF LONGING
Lecti onary Reading: Luke 2:1-20 (NRSV)

Within the United States, we have conti nued along the 
politi cal polarizati on that has widened in the last two 
decades.  It seems that many Americans were dreading 
Thanksgiving because they didn’t want to get into politi cal 
discussions with relati ves where a diversity of opinion was 
expected.  At one point, it was considered rude to discuss 
religion or politi cs at the dinner table.  The pew research 
center suggests that religion is hardly discussed at all 
anymore.  So that just leaves politi cs.

The diffi  culty people have with a diff erence of opinion is 
astounding.  Both Democrats and Republicans view the 
opposing party very unfavorably at around 45% which may 
not be surprising.  What is interesti ng is that in 1994, this 
fi gure was only at 20%.  Our distrust of those who diff er in 
belief or philosophy has increased.

As we approach Christmas, our Advent ti me of waiti ng 
comes to an end.  Our longing for God’s presence or 
comfort or justi ce is fulfi lled in the quiet reverence found 
in the simplicity of the nati vity.  It may be that we can put 
aside our diff erences around the Communion table.  Jesus 
does represent a juxtapositi on even in his birth.

As we read Luke’s narrati ve, we see that angels and 
shepherds become the fi rst messengers of the Good News.  
These two groups could not have been considered more 
opposite in terms of societal respect.  Angels are seen 
as higher than mortals and the direct messengers of the 
divine.  Shepherds were not always trusted as they might 
easily stray onto your land in a ti me when fences were not 
as prevalent.  However, these too became messengers of 
the incarnati on.

There is something important not only in the declarati on 
but also in the heralds selected to share the message.  It 
seems that both prominence and obscurity go by the 
wayside when something this monumental occurs.

And so for Christmas, we set aside our diff erences and bow 
before the Lord.  As we share the Eucharist together, we 
may remember the parable of Jesus where the tax collector 
and the Pharisee both kneel to pray in the temple.  Both 
would have been on the opposite sides of what was 
considered respectable and yet the tax collector is praised.  
Jesus seems to turn expectati on on its head.  If this is the 

case, maybe our celebrati on of His birth can do the same.  
Our faith may allow us to reexamine our own views and 
even if we don’t come to a new conclusion, maybe we can 
grant a litt le dignity to our brothers and sisters across the 
aisle. 

If we are honest, most people are interested in the same 
things: love, peace, joy and hope.  It is interesti ng that 
these are the four traditi onal themes of Advent.  Maybe 
Christmas allows us to recognize what we have in common 
rather than what separates us.

In Christ,

Sam

Photo by Rosanne Haaland via Flickr.com.  Used under the Creati ve 
Commons license.  

The irony of the blue and red at opposite ends in this photo are 
not lost on me.



UPCOMING EVENTS 

CONFIRMATION
Confirmation is just around the corner. We will begin on 
January 7th with an information meeting during Sunday 
School in room 303. Rev. Dr. Sam Powers and Rev. Trey Wit-
zel will be teaching confirmation. Rev. Don Vaught will be 
teaching the parent class.  If you have a 6th grader who is 
interested in Confirmation, please let Erica Lawrence know 
by emailing her at erica@fumcedmond.org. 
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THE COAT DRIVE CONTINUES!
Dec. 10 - Jan. 7
The Coat Drive continues through Sun Jan. 7. Parkway 
Cleaners will clean the coats, which we will then give 
to those in need through our local FUMC ministries.  
Bins from Parkway are located in the Wesley Foyer & 
in the CAC. Please donate your used coats!

AMAZON SMILES
Using Amazon Smiles gives the church cash back on 
every purchase. Just use this link whenever you shop 
Amazon this holiday season!

smile.amazon.com/ch/73-0744597

SAVE THE DATE
Walk to Emmaus is a 3 day spiritual retreat at Oak 
Park Retreat Center in Perkins, OK.  In 2018 the 
walk will be held March 1-4, 2018, for the men 
and March 15-18, 2018, for the women.  For more 
information contact Carly Moguin at 479-586-8908 or 
carlymoguin@yahoo.com.

HEIFER DONATIONS
The response to the annual Heifer project has been 
overwhelming. There is still time to give. You can 
donate with check or cash on Sunday mornings in the 
offering plate, or online through the church website 
fumcedmond.org/give and click “donate now”. 
Indicate ‘Heifer Project’ on the specific ministry line.

CHRISTMAS CAROLING!
Join us for supper in the CAC this Wednsday at 5:30 
with caroling to follow until about 7:30. This event is 
sure to be meaningful for all age levels! If you have 
any questions, please contact Andrew Schaeffer (an-
drew@fumcedmond.org)

NOISY OFFERING
Dec. 31
Change for Hope!! Our last “Noisy Offering” of 2017 
will be Sunday Dec 31. Please save your change & 
donations, and bring them with you to our services 
on December 31.

CHRISTMAS EVE PARKING
We expect Christmas Eve services to be very busy 
this year. To make room for all of our guests, we 
are asking members who are able to please use the 
parking behind the CAC and across Jackson street. 
This will make more space for our visitors to park in 
the Wesley lot.

CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS COMING DOWN
Jan. 6
Worship committee will be taking Christmas 
decorations down on Saturday, Jan. 6, beginning at 9 
a.m. All volunteers are welcome!

CHRISTMAS WEEK OFFICE SCHEDULE
Dec 25 - Jan 1
Monday, Tuesday - Office closed
Wednesday, Thursday - Office open
Monday Jan. 1 - Office Closed
Tuesday Jan. 2 - Regular office hours resume

Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org

EDMOND 1st

FRIENDS
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CHRISTMAS SERVICES
This Christmas, you have several opportunities for worship!  
On Saturday evening, following the live nativity, our 
Worship on Hurd crew will have a candle-lighting service in 
the sanctuary for a more contemporary Christmas.

On Sunday morning, we will observe the fourth Sunday in 
Advent at a joint service at 10:00 am.  Sunday afternoon 
at 4:00 pm will be a family friendly service and 7:00 and 
11:00 pm will be our regular Christmas Eve services.  There 
will be three different sermons: Saturday, Sunday morning 
and Sunday afternoon/evening.  Join us for a wonderful 
weekend of worship!

THANK YOU FROM THE HOBSONS
We want to thank the members and staff of Edmond First 
United Methodist Church for the visitations, phone calls, 
prayers, food, thoughts, and words of encouragement 
during my recent surgery, recovery, and subsequent 
rehabilitation. Even though Vicki and I only recently 
joined FUMCE, you made us feel as though we have been 
members all of our lives at this wonderful church. Words 
cannot express how grateful we are. 

Yours in Christ,

Ron & Vicki Hobson

BAKED POTATOS LUNCH AND ALL COMMITTEES 
MEETING
Plan now to join together after services on Sunday, Jan. 7 
for a baked potato lunch in the CAC. All funds received will 
support summer camp scholarships for youth. 

Directly after lunch, we will have the All Committees 
Meeting at 1:00. All church committees will meet in 
different rooms around the church to set 2018 meeting 
dates and goals for the new year.
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MUSIC MINISTRY UPDATE
Andrew Schaeff er, Director of Music 
Ministries
andrew@fumcedmond.org

While there’s no shortage of things to do this week, 
I do hope you’ll consider making ti me to join us for 
caroling tonight (Wednesday) beginning at 5:30.  Our 
evening will begin with a delicious meal served in the 
CAC gym.  Around 6:00 we’ll start gathering to head 
to Touchmark at Coff ee Creek where we’ll be singing 
carols for their Memory Care Unit Christmas party.  As 
I’m sure many of you know, music has the powerful 
ability to trigger memories, and we hope that this 
will indeed be a blessing to those residents.  This is 
defi nitely a family-friendly event for folks of all ages!

I hope you were delighted by the sounds of our Encore 
Choir at the 8:30 service and two of the children’s choirs 
at 11:00.  As our church grows, we are so fortunate to 
include new voices in worship!  This coming Sunday 
morning will be no excepti on as members of the youth 
praise band will off er music during the anthem and 
off ertory.  Remember that we’ll only have one service 
in the sanctuary at 10:00 and in additi on to the youth 
music, we’ll be singing beloved Advent and Christmas 
hymns.  

HEALTH FAIR
Our church is constantly dreaming of new ways in 
which we can reach out to our surrounding community 
and helping areas of need.  One of the ways in which 
we are trying to make a positi ve diff erence is by hosti ng 
our inaugural Health Fair & Blood Drive!  We will be 
providing fl u, pneumonia, and child-age vaccines that 
will either be covered by insurance or provided for free 
through health partnerships.  The Oklahoma Blood 
Insti tute will be hosti ng a blood drive.  Our local Lion’s 
Club will do eye-exams, and Project 66 will be available 
to connect with families in need.

Tell your family, friends, neighbors, and co-workers to 
join us for our inaugural Health Fair & Blood Drive on 
Saturday, January 6th, from 9am-noon in our Christi an 
Acti viti es Center!
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 20                                                                   
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast
9:00 am  Ice Angels, CAC Kitchen
1:30 pm  Advent Bible Study, CAC 107
5:30 pm  Dinner & Caroling

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 21                                                                       
10:00 am Encore Choir, Choir Room

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 22                                                                       
9:00 am  Sr. Volleyball, CAC Gym

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 23                                                                      
6:00 pm  Live Nati vity
7:00 pm  Christmas Eve Eve Service, Wesley Hall

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24                                                                           
10:00 am  Worship Service, Sanctuary
4:00 pm  Christmas Eve - Family Friendly, Sanctuary
7:00 pm  Christmas Eve Service, Sanctuary
11:00 pm Christmas Eve Service, Sanctuary

MONDAY, DECEMBER 25                                                                               
OFFICE CLOSED

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 26                                                                         
OFFICE CLOSED

6:30 pm   Senior Citi zens Volleyball, CAC Gym

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 27                                                                     
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practi ce

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 29                                                                     
9:00 am  Sr. Volleyball, CAC Gym

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31                                                                    
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:45 am  Sunday School Classes
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall

MONDAY, JANUARY 1                                                                     
OFFICE CLOSED

TUESDAY, JANUARY 2                                                                    
6:30 pm  Senior Citi zens Volleyball, CAC Gym
6:30 pm  Allies in Acti on, M 316

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 3                                                                   
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practi ce

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christi an Acti vity Center

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (December 10, 2017)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 183
Worship Service – 9:45 am 53
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 72
Worship Service – 11:00 am 260
Nursery 16
The Late Night Service 26

Total 610


