
CHRISTMAS IS HOLY 
TIME

Are there any places that 
you find holy?

As I ponder that question, 
I find that my mind returns 
to places of my childhood 
and youth.  Growing up 
at Boston Avenue United 
Methodist Church, my 
images of holy places 
revolve around this 
sanctuary and building.

Some of my holiest moments growing up were during the 
Advent and Christmas seasons in that church.  There was 
one particular Christmas Eve that was bitterly cold.  The wind 
would blow the heat right out of your body.  Our youth group 
had made luminaries out of paper bags, sand and candles.  
Lucinda Scheldorf, my youth minister, recruited me to light the 
luminaries on that cold Christmas Eve.

I did get some of them lit.  Most of them stayed dark because 
the wind kept blowing out my light!  One of them actually 
caught on fire making it interesting for me as well as those 
trying to hurry from the parking lot to the church!  But even 
amid my failure, I still felt that this was an important job for me.  
It was a distinct way for me to share in the Christmas message.

The youth choir would sing at the 11:00 p.m. Christmas Eve 
service.  The choir loft was decorated with greenery and the 
college students returning home for Christmas break would 
also sing with us.  It was always fun to see them again.  They 
seemed to add to the special quality of this late night service.  
One year, one of the youth dropped a hymnal off of one of the 
top spots in the choir loft.  It made a very large thump as it hit 
the ground - probably when Dr. Biggs was trying to make an 
important point!  We knew that we were leaders in worship 
but this only made the accident that much funnier!  All through 
the service, one of us would make eye contact with another 
and start cracking up all over again!

As I got older, I remember 
hearing our adult choir 
perform Handle’s Messiah.  
This soon became the 
highlight of the Christmas 
season for me.  My favorite 
year was when I got to sing 
with them as I returned 
from college.  I sat next to 
Dad in the tenor section.  
My brother Bob was a row 
away and Mom sang with 
the altos.

All of these memories combine to accentuate the holiness of 
the sanctuary for me.  When I walked through the doors earlier 
this fall for my Dad’s funeral, God gave me a very real sense of 
calm and peace.  My hope for you is that you have already built 
memories in a sanctuary that add to the serenity and reverence 
of the season.  If you are away from home and near Edmond, 
we have special opportunities for you to worship with us.  On 
Sunday, December 23, our choir along with instrumentalists 
and Spirit Act will be presenting The Voices of Christmas in the 
sanctuary at 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 am.  For those that are not 
as inspired by music as I am, I will be preaching in Wesley Hall 
at Worship on Hurd at 10:50 am.  In fact, we would encourage 
our folks to attend both if this works for your schedule!  Then 
on Christmas Eve, we will have four services available for you to 
worship at 4:00 pm (labeled family friendly because we feature 
a shorter service that is geared more toward children), 7:00 pm 
with full choir, 9:00 pm in Wesley Hall for a more contemporary 
feel, and 11:00 pm with our handbell choir.

Whether you have worshiped with us many times or if this 
will be your first, I hope that you will be able to create new 
memories of the holy to cherish for years to come!
In Christ,
Sam

Check out more of Sam’s blog articles at precedinggrace.
blogspot.com.  
Photo by Ryan via Flickr.com.  Used under the Creative 
Commons license.
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 These luminaries look nice and straight - 
I don’t think the wind was blowing for this picture!
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SUPPORT GROUP MEETINGS
The next support group meetings are as follows:
Cancer Support Group will be January 18, 2019 at 10 
am in room 314.
Caregiver Support Group will be January 16, 2019 at 
3:30 pm. 

FUNERAL NOTICE
A funeral service will be held for Don Ellis on January 
19, at 10 am in the FUMC Sanctuary.  If you wish to 
make a donation, a memorial gift can be made to the 
church in Don’s name. Please keep the family of Sue 
Ellis in your prayers.

CHRISTMAS CANTATA
The adult choir, Spirit Act, and an instrumental 
ensemble present “The Voices of Christmas” by Joseph 
Martin 8:30; 9:45; and 11:00 sanctuary services
The prophets foretold Jesus’ birth centuries before 
he was born. Jesus was born in a lowly manger 2000 
years ago. And yet his birth is still relevant to all people 
yesterday, today, and tomorrow. Join us Sunday as we 
proclaim God’s son was born for all people, you and 
me and everyone. And we find ourselves at the manger
We are all “The Voices of Christmas”.

OFFICE HOURS
The church office hours will be as follows for Christmas 
and New Year’s:
Christmas Eve, December 24: Closed
Christmas Day, December 25: Closed
New Year’s Eve, December 31: 8 am to 3 pm
New Year’s Day, January 1: Closed

ARE YOU ON FACEBOOK?
Did you know that you can help FUMC simply by 
clicking a button? That’s right!  You can help others see 
the great things that are happening at FUMC just by 
clicking the “Share” and “Like” button on our Facebook 
posts.  Especially right now for the holiday season!  
We’d love it if you would share our Christmas Eve posts 
with your friends on Facebook as a way to invite them 
to join you, or just as a way to share the many ways 
God is working through the people at Edmond First.  

Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org
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CARE PACKAGES
Last week, the youth made over 100 care packages 
for Ice Angels. The bags consisted of socks, crackers, 
protein bars, water bottles, salty snacks, fruity snacks, 
and a handmade Christmas card from the youth. We 
prayed over the bags, and they will be delivered this 
Wednesday to all our Ice Angel friends!

BASICS ON UNITED METHODIST BELIEFS
Edmond First puts a high priority on learning important 
Scripture and doctrine.  We know and continue to 
experience the Word as offering life-changing possibilities.  
We learn a blueprint for living an exciting and adventurous 
life, filled with God’s love and love for each other.

One of the ways we do this is through Confirmation for our 
6th to 12th graders.  During this 12 week study in January 
through March, 2019, we will again engage this wonderful 
material through review of important Bible stories and 
challenging discussion among us.  Each year Senior Pastor 
Sam Powers, Associate Pastors Trey Witzel and Don 
Vaught, and Youth Minister Erica Lawrence join parents, 
confirmands, grandparents and anyone else interested 
as we enrich ourselves with God’s radical message.  
This transformative study includes Communion, loving 
lifestyles, Holy Spirit, church history, good news, dramatic 
Bible stories, mission, healthy living, forgiveness, and all-
important grace.  

Everyone is welcome.  Come join us!  It will be during the 
Sunday School hour beginning January 6, 2019.  Contact 
don@fumcedmond.org if you would like to attend.
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Celebrate Christmas
Sunday, December 23rd 

8:30, 9:45 and 11 am - Christmas Cantata

10:50 am - Regular Worship On Hurd Service

Monday, December 24th
4, 7, 9, 11 pm - Festival Candlelight Worship

 (Family-Friendly at 4 pm) (Worship on Hurd at 9 pm)

IMPORTANT YEAR-END GIVING REMINDERS
There is still time to have your gifts count for 2018:

•  Offering plate 
•  The office - The office will be open until 3 pm December 
31. You may bring your cash or checks into the office 
during any of those times and it will be counted towards 
your 2018 giving. 
•  Mail - Any gifts postmarked by December 31st will be 
counted in 2018 giving. 
•  Online - Go to our website, fumcedmond.org, click 
GIVE, and Donate Online by December 31st. 
• In addition to regular giving, The United Methodist 
Foundation also offers:

IRA CHARITABLE ROLLOVER
Congress made permanent the law that allows people 
age 70½ or older who own an IRA to make cash gifts 
directly from their IRA to charity. For many people, this 
is the best tax-wise way to give. An IRA rollover gift will 
not be included in your taxable income and will qualify 
for your required minimum distribution.

OUTRIGHT GIFT OF AN ASSET
If you wish to make a gift to support your church this 
year, but are concerned about preserving your cash 
resources, consider a gift of an appreciated asset. A 
gift of securities, business interests or real estate can 

provide you with significant income and capital gains 
tax savings, often exceeding the benefits of a cash gift. 

DONOR ADVISED FUND (DAF)
If you are looking for an end-of-year deduction but 
want more time to make thoughtful giving decisions, 
consider a donor advised fund (DAF). The Foundation 
can use your tax deductible gift to establish a DAF in 
your name. You can make grants from your DAF now 
and in the future to support the work of your church or 
chosen ministry. 

ZERO-TAX GIFT AND SALE
If you are planning to sell an asset like securities, real 
estate or a business, before you sell, consider a “zero-
tax” charitable gift and sale. By making a gift of part 
of the asset before the sale, you can use a tax-saving 
charitable deduction to significantly lower or eliminate 
the capital gains tax on the sale.

HELP?
If you would like further information on these end-of-
year planning strategies, please The United Methodist 
Foundation. They can help you create plan that meets 
your needs and goals. Contact David Battles at
dbattles@okumf.org or 800-259-6863.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 19                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
10:00 am Ice Angels, CAC Kitchen
12:00 pm UMW Executive Meeting, M 116B
1:00 pm  UMW Unit Meeting, 118B
5:30 pm  Mid High Christmas Party
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 22                                                                         
9:00 am  Choir Cantata Music Rehearsal, Sanctuary

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 23                                                                              
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:30 am  Sunday School Classes 
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

MONDAY, DECEMBER 24                                                                              
OFFICE CLOSED
4:00 pm  Family Friendly Christmas Eve Service, Sanctuary
7:00 pm  Christmas Eve Service, Sanctuary
9:00 pm  Christmas Eve Service, Wesley Hall
11:00 pm Christmas Eve Service, Sanctuary

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 25                                                                         
OFFICE CLOSED 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 26                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER | 5:15 PM

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS WILL RESUME ON 

JANUARY 9, 2019

COST: DONATION

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (December 16, 2018)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 196
Worship Service – 9:45 am 50
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 79
Worship Service – 11:00 am 263
Nursery 18

Total 606
Sunday School 268

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

5099422

Olive Ann Curl joined FUMC 
by transfer from another 
UMC church in California.


