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The Messenger

LONGING FOR JUSTICE
Lecti onary Reading: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 (NRSV)

When I was in elementary school, a bully got the best of 
me.  It lasted for over a year unti l we moved to a diff erent 
town.  The kind of humiliati on that comes with being 
bullied by someone else impacts people in diff erent ways.

For me, I vowed never to let anyone bully me again even 
if it meant getti  ng beat up.  This meant for some close 
calls later in school but I never felt that same kind of 
antagonism.

What it left  in me was a sense of embarrassment over my 
past.  I thought about getti  ng even.  I thought about going 
back to the old neighborhood and challenging him to a 
fi ght.

There seemed to be some wrong that was done to me that 
needed to be righted.  I wanted justi ce.  I wanted him to 
hurt just like I had been hurt.  An eye for an eye aft er all.

As I matured, I realized that these fantasies about revenge 
were not helping me.  I was not growing as an individual.  
In fact, they were holding me back.

I realized that I needed to forgive the bully whether I ever 
spoke to him in person or not.

It was diffi  cult but I asked God’s help and I was able to 
forgive.  My guess is that I had thought a lot more about 
him than he ever thought about me.  But aft er I forgave 
him in my heart, I quit thinking about him.  It became 
less embarrassing as I recognized that I was just a child.  I 
realized the pain that he must be going through in order to 
infl ict pain upon others.

Certainly, if this was behavior that was conti nuing rather 
than in the past, this would be a diff erent situati on.  But it 
was something that had ceased.  It was only conti nuing in 
my mind.  It’s a terrible thing to let someone have that kind 
of infl uence over you.

And so as I consider God’s justi ce, I think that this means 
something diff erent than human justi ce.  We try to even 
things out but God deals in mercy and forgiveness.  We 
experience the forgiveness of God more fully when we 
have dealt with truly forgiving another for a wrong done 
to us.  Isaiah reminds us that God’s covenant is everlasti ng.  

As we look toward the nati vity once more, we see that God 
is willing to be vulnerable so that we might know divine 
love.  Even though this seems maybe one-sided or unfair, 
because of the love God has for us, God may feel that we 
are getti  ng what we deserve.

Grace.

And so Christmas gives us a glimpse of God’s justi ce.

In Christ,

Sam

“Batman” by Ed Merritt  via Flickr.com.  Used under the Creati ve 
Commons license.

Check out Sam’s blog at htt p://precedinggrace.blogspot.com/

Someti mes simplicity and vulnerability
capture Christmas in a profound way.



UPCOMING EVENTS 
YOUTH CHRISTMAS PARTY
Join us on December 13th for the youth Christmas 
party. Bring a fun snack, a friend, and wear your ugliest 
Christmas sweater!

CONFIRMATION
Confirmation is just around the corner. We will begin on 
January 7th with an information meeting during Sunday 
School in room 303. Rev. Dr. Sam Powers and Rev. Trey 
Witzel will be teaching confirmation. Rev. Don Vaught will 
be teaching the parent class.  If you have a 6th grader who 
is interested in Confirmation, please let Erica Lawrence 
know by emailing her at erica@fumcedmond.org. 
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“GOOD GRIEF” SUPPORT GROUP
Thursday,  December 14 | 10 - 11 am |  Rm. 314
If you are coping with the  loss of a loved one, come 
be a part of a group of  folks who care about you and 
how you have been coping with your loss/change in 
life. Support group, facilitated by Revs. John Corbin 
and Don Vaught, sharing will be kept confidential.

THE COAT DRIVE HAS BEGUN
Dec. 10 - Jan. 7
Parkway Cleaners will graciously clean the coats, 
which we will then give to those in need through 
our local FUMC ministries. Bins from Parkway will 
be located in the Wesley Foyer & in the CAC. Please 
donate your old coats!

AMAZON SMILES
Using Amazon Smiles gives the church cash back on 
every purchase. Just use this link whenever you shop 
Amazon this holiday season!

smile.amazon.com/ch/73-0744597

FOUND:  WEDDING RING
A wedding ring was turned into the office last week.  
Please contact Aimee Hallenbeck to identify the 
ring and hopefully start wearing it again before your 
spouse finds out!  You can contact Aimee by email, 
finance@fumcedmond.org, or 405-341-0107.

SAVE THE DATE
Walk to Emmaus is a 3 day spiritual retreat at Oak 
Park Retreat Center in Perkins, OK.  In 2018 the 
walk will be held March 1-4, 2018, for the men 
and March 15-18, 2018, for the women.  For more 
information contact Carly Moguin at 479-586-8908 or 
carlymoguin@yahoo.com.

HEIFER DONATIONS
The response to the annual Heifer project has been 
overwhelming. There is still time to give. You can 
donate with check or cash on Sunday mornings in the 
offering plate, or online through the church website 
fumcedmond.org/give and click “donate now”. 
Indicate ‘Heifer Project’ on the specific ministry line.

ORGAN CONCERT THIS SATURDAY
This Saturday, December 16 at 8:00p.m., our Director 
of Music, Andrew Schaeffer, will present his annual 
Christmas Concert at the Guthrie Scottish Rite Tem-
ple.  The program will last a little over an hour and 
include a carol singalong, exciting arrangements 
of popular carols and a Laurel & Hardy silent film.  
Admission is free and there is ample parking.  The 
Temple is located at 900 E. Oklahoma Ave. Guthrie.

Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org

EDMOND 1st

FRIENDS

2

ALL CHURCH MEETING AND DINNER

This Sunday, December 17, immediately following 
the Bell Choir Concert at 5 pm, the church will gather 
in the Christian Activity Center (CAC) at 6:00 pm for 
dinner and a meeting.  Dinner is being provided by 
the United Methodist Women (UMW) and will be 
salad, lasagna and homemade dessert.  There will 
be a donation basket for dinner. At the meeting, the 
church will hear about action taken by a specially 
called Charge Conference to purchase property 
adjacent to our church.  We will also be lining out the 
overall long-term vision for our church and how we 
plan on moving forward.  Our intent is to keep the 
meeting to an hour as we know some in attendance 
will be worshiping at the Late Night Service at 7:00 
pm.  If you know that you will be attending the dinner, 
please RSVP at info@fumcedmond.org, by calling the 
church office, or by using this link:

http://www.signupgenius.com/
go/60b0f49aeab2aa7f58-allchurch



The Messenger                       December 13, 2017

3

 CHRISTMAS CAROLING!

“Sing choirs of angels, sing in exultati on; O sing, all ye citi -
zens of heaven above! Glory to God, all glory in the high-
est!” (“O Come, All Ye Faithful” stanza 3)

There’s something so magical about the sounds of 
ti me-honored Christmas carols. Somehow, these songs 
have the power to encourage even the most reluctant of 
singers to overcome their fears and share their voices.

Next Wednesday, we’ll be doing just that! In lieu of our 
regular Wednesday programming, we’ll be sharing holiday 
cheer with some of our homebound members. Join us 
for supper in the CAC at 5:30 with caroling to follow unti l 
about 7:30. This event is sure to be meaningful for all age 
levels! If you have any questi ons, please contact Andrew 
Schaeff er (andrew@fumcedmond.org)

MUSIC MINISTRY UPDATE
Andrew Schaeff er, Director of Music 
Ministries
andrew@fumcedmond.org

I’m confi dent that I speak for everyone in the choir  
and instrumental ensemble when I say that we were 
honored to present the cantata “Come Rejoicing” to 
such a large and appreciati ve congregati on last Sunday. 
As with any larger-scale work, it was a labor of love and 
we hope that it glorifi ed God by helping you to center 
your hearts in the Advent and Christmas story.

Our musical celebrati on of the season will conti nue 
this Sunday! At the 8:30 service, our newly formed 
“Encore Choir” will present some very lively music 
they’ve been working on for the past few months. 
Our instrumental ensemble will hold forth at the 9:45 
service, and both the Chorister and Junior choirs will 
sing seasonal music at the 11:00 service. Given that 
variety, every sanctuary service will be a litt le diff erent. 
I pray that, like the cantata, these expressions will 
warm your heart and help us all to glorify God during 
this special ti me of year! 



The Messenger                         December 13, 2017

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 13                                                                    
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
1:00 pm  UMW Friendship Circle, 118B
1:30 pm  Advent Bible Study, CAC 107
6:00 pm  Jesus in the Gospels, M 313/314
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
6:00 pm  Pastor Trey Bible Study, CAC 108
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practi ce, M 100B

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 14                                                                       
10:00 am Encore Choir, Choir Room

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 15                                                                       
9:00 am  Sr. Volleyball, CAC Gym
10:00 am Cancer Support Group, M 314
10:00 am UMW Seeker’s Circle,Tammy Padgett ’s House
6:00 pm  Parent Night Out

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 16                                                                      

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17                                                                           
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:45 am  Sunday School Classes
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
4:00 pm  Disciple I, M 316
5:00 pm  Bell Choir Concert, Sanctuary
7:00 pm  Late Night on Hurd, Wesley Hall

MONDAY, DECEMBER 18                                                                               
12:00 pm Senior Citi zens Volleyball, CAC Gym
6:45 pm  Bell Choir Practi ce, M 104B
7:00 pm   Scouts

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 19                                                                         
6:30 pm   Senior Citi zens Volleyball, CAC Gym

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 20                                                                     
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast
9:00 am  Ice Angels, CAC Kitchen
12:00 pm UMW Executi ve Meeti ng, M 116B
1:00 pm  UMW Unit Meeti ng, 118B
1:30 pm  Advent Bible Study, CAC 107

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christi an Acti vity Center

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER | 5:30 PM

DECEMBER 13
Sandwich, chips and a cookie.

DECEMBER 20
Chili and Caroling

COST: DONATION

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (December 10, 2017)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 212
Worship Service – 9:45 am 94
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 58
Worship Service – 11:00 am 231
Nursery 14
The Late Night Service 30

Total 639

BOULEVARD BUDDIES CHRISTMAS LUNCH

Boulevard Buddies provide a Thanksgiving lunch for the 
students at Boulevard Academy (across the street from our 
church) each year.  This year, we are going to also provide 
a Christmas lunch on December 19th.  We have a sign-up 
sheet at the church if you would like to provide lunch items, 
or you can sign up through this link:

htt p://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0f49aea-
b2aa7f58-boulevard


