
KNOWING GOD
Scripture Reading: 
Psalm 146 (NRSV)

It is not possible to 
prove the existence of 
God from a scientific 
standpoint.

The photographer 
titled this “On the 
ontological nature of 
high winds...”
This is not something 
that people of faith 
should worry about.  
And this is not a dig 
against science or those 
who employ the scientific 
method.  As a way of 
measuring and discovering things within our universe, 
science has carried us to new heights of knowledge.

But how we know sometimes moves beyond the 
measurable.  Some people have a strong sense of 
intuition.  Science may say that this way of knowing simply 
comes from the subconscious acquisition of data.  The 
brain processes it in ways we may not recognize and so 
we say that we rely on our intuition.  We may not be able 
to explain how we came to the answer or decision but we 
may often discover that our “intuitions” prove correct.

Faith is another way of knowing.  We may come to faith in 
God through what we read in scripture such as in today’s 
Psalm.  Faith also comes through our experiences of God 
that may seem mystical in nature.  Some of my most 
profound experiences of God leave me feeling connected 
to others (all of creation, really) in a way that transcends 
my normal existence.

Faith may also be experienced in the traditions of the 
church.  When we pray the Lord’s Prayer, for instance, it 
may sometimes just roll off the tongue.  We don’t think 
of it much and we can finish it without pondering what 

we are really saying.  But 
other times, a phrase 
of it may come to us 
unbidden in just the 
right moment.  Because 
it is ingrained in us, we 
can rely on it when life is 
difficult.

Faith can also be 
systematic and rational.  
It can make sense.  For 
instance, if we believe 
that God does indeed 
love all people, we may 
discover value in persons 
that might otherwise 

seem disposable.  Our faith 
then drives us to emulate 
that same love.  This can 

become more challenging than comfortable.

So while I don’t doubt God’s existence, I do acknowledge 
that the way I know God is different from how I would 
know the temperature or the time (and for those who are 
young, there used to be a phone number you could call 
that would tell you both).

This Sunday’s scripture enlightens us as a psalm of praise.  
But it does more than that.  It shares characteristics of 
God that Jesus later picks up on.  And if Jesus thinks they 
are worth studying further, that is good enough for me.  
I hope you’ll join us on Sunday as we explore our faith 
together.  And if you do, you may intrinsically know that 
you made the right decision!

In Christ,
Sam

Check out more of Sam’s blog articles at 
www.precedinggrace.blogspot.com.
Photo by Rich Anderson via Flickr.com.  Used under the 
Creative Commons license..
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RANDOM ACTS OF KINDNESS
Random Acts of Kindness will meet Thursday, 
November 1, 2018 at 6 pm at La Salsa’s located at 840 
West Danforth.  

BOULEVARD ACADEMY THANKSGIVING 
LUNCHEON
Boulevard Buddies, our support group to Boulevard 
Academy, is hosting a Thanksgiving Luncheon for the 
students and staff on November 15th.  This is the 
largest event we host during the school year and we 
need volunteers and donations to ensure success.  If 
you are interested in helping with this event contact 
Ellen Lyons at 405-820-7729 or lyonsden5@cox.net. 

UMW MEETING DATE CHANGE
UMW next meeting is a week later because of 
Thanksgiving. It will be on Nov. 28, 2018, Wed. at 1 PM 
in room 118M. Seekers Circle will have the program 
on World Thank Offering and Executive Committee 
will be hostess. The executive meeting will meet in 
the Library at 11:30. We will discuss a change to the 
Standing Rules concerning Funeral dinners as well as 
the Christmas luncheon.

FAREWELL LUNCH
We will be hosting a lunch on November 18th directly 
after the 11:00 service in the CAC for Worship and 
Music Ministry Director, Andrew Schaeffer.  It will be 
a potluck lunch and we are asking that people bring a 
food item according to this letter chart:  A-D cookies, 
E-L salad/vegetable, M-T casserole, U-Z  bread. There 
will be a table set up to leave cards for Andrew and 
Jenny.

SUPPORT GROUPS DATE CHANGES
Due to the Thanksgiving holiday, the “Good Grief” 
Support group will move to Thursday, November 29 
at  10 am in room 314 M, and the Caregiver Support 
Group will move to Wednesday, November 28 at 3:30 
in room 316.

GIVING TREE COMING SOON
Get ready! Our annual giving tree will be set up by 
the East Wing beginning November 18!  You can pick 
up a tag to provide Christmas gifts to those in need in 
Oklahoma or give to the Heifer Project. 
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STILL TIME TO PLEDGE
Thank you to those who pledged during October for the 
2019 fiscal year.  Pledging helps the Finance Committee 
plan for ministries, programming, and expenses for the 
next year.  As the group begins to compile the budget, 
they will be calling those pledgers they have yet to hear 
from.  If you would like to avoid a call - there’s still time to 
pledge.  The easiest way is to follow this link to the church 
website:  https://www.fumcedmond.org/pledge-drive and 
use the secure fill-in form.  You may also email Aimee in 
the business office at finance@fumcedmond.org or call the 
church office at 405-341-0107.

ALL CHURCH MEETING ON A WAY FOR-
WARD
The United Methodist Church as a denomination is 
gathering for a special session of General Conference 
in February to discuss our rules regarding human 
sexuality.  This is primarily surrounding people 
who identify other than heterosexual.  The main 
issues have to do with marriage and ordination.  
There are three plans that have come out from the 
Commission on A Way Forward but other plans 
will also be considered.  Fourteen Oklahomans will 
be voting at this special session (seven clergy and 
seven laity).  Sam Powers was elected to serve as 
one of the clergy in 2015.  He would like to invite our 
congregation to meet in order to discuss the special 
conference, the rationale behind the various plans 
and the likelihood of what our future will look like.  
We will gather in Wesley Hall on Sunday, November 
11 at 2:00 pm.  We are asking that you send in a 
reservation of how many in your family will attend 
to info@fumcedmond.org.  If it looks like too large a 
group, we will need to meet in the CAC.  Stay tuned 
for further details!



Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org

EDMOND 1st

FRIENDS
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New Three Week Journey Begins
The youth will be starting a three week journey with 
Pastor Trey and Erica over Social Justice. The youth will 
be learning about racism, immigration, and the difference 
between justice and charity. This first week they will be 
learning about Justice Vs. Charity. They will learn how to 
define each of those terms and how each play into social 
justice as whole. The next three weeks they will be learning 
through simulation games, small group conversations, 
personal documentaries, and life application through the 
new testament. Join us Wednesday at 5:15 for dinner in 
the gym and 6pm for programming on the 3rd floor. 

Senior Meeting
Seniors will meet at the church on November 7th at 6pm. 
They will be meeting with their teachers at Starbucks on 
2nd. They will meet at the church and ride together. 

WORSHIP AND MUSIC MINISTRY UPDATE
Andrew Schaeffer, Director of Music Ministries     (andrew@
fumcedmond.org)

Mark Your Calendars!
I wrote about this several weeks ago, but it bears repeating.  
We have a lot of wonderful events coming down the pike 
during Advent and Christmas!  While a full listing of events 
is coming very soon, take advantage of this “sneak peak” of 
musical events and mark your calendars accordingly.

On Sunday, December 9 at 3:00 our Handbell Choir will present 
its annual Christmas concert in the Sanctuary.  There’s something 
very special about the sound of bells at Christmastime, so invite 
your friends and family now.
 
Our Children’s choirs and Preschool students are teaming up 
for a magical Christmas program and live nativity on Thursday, 
December 13 at 6:00 in the gym. 

Finally, on Sunday, December 23 at all three sanctuary services, 
the adult choir, instrumental ensemble and Spirit Act will be 
teaming up to present the cantata “The Voices of Christmas” 
by Joseph Martin. 

Christmas Concert in Guthrie
Continuing with the Christmas events, many of you know 
that, for the past three years, I’ve presented a concert on 
the magnificent Kimball organ at the Guthrie Scottish Rite 
in December.  While my transition will not allow me to take 
part this year, I’m delighted that my mentor from OU, Dr. John 
Schwandt, will take up the mantle and play a stunning program 
on Sunday, December 2 at 3:00 at the Temple.  The program 
will include improvisations on secular and sacred Christmas 
carols, a singalong, and, who knows, might even include a silent 
movie!  If you enjoyed the concerts of years past, you won’t 
want to miss this program!

REV. TOM CARVER TO 
SPEAK TO UMM ABOUT 
VETERAN GREAT-
GRANDFATHER 
This year will be the 100th 
anniversary of Armistice 
Day which preceded 
Veteran’s Day.  

Rev. Tom Carver will be 
speak to UMM on Saturday, 
November 10, 2018, about 
his great grandfather, Fred 
D. Lee, who was a member 
of Edmond First and died in World War I.  Carver’s 
grandmother was born here in Edmond and great 
grandfather Lee never got to see his daughter (Carver’s 
grandmother). Both veteran Lee and his daughter were 
Edmond First United Methodist Church members.

Sergeant Fred D. Lee, Company B, 342nd Machine Gun 
Battalion, American Expeditionary Forces, had a long 
title, but unfortunately his story is much shorter.  Fred D. 
Lee proposed to Sina Juanita Angerman and they were 
young and married in August 1917. In October 1917, Fred 
was drafted into the Army.  Sina Juanita became pregnant 
and their child was born in May 1918.  Fred did not see his 
daughter as he had been shipped out to France.  

Sergeant Lee (Fred) was wounded by a German Artillery 
shell on November 1, 2018.  Fred sent a letter to his wife 
and daughter on November 9, 2018.  But before that 
letter was received, wife Sina Juanita was informed of 
Fred’s death on November 12, 2018.  Fred never got to 
see his daughter, Mona Katherine, the grandmother of 
our speaker at UMM Saturday, Rev. Tom Carver. 

Armistice Day is celebrated every year on 11 November 
to commemorate the armistice signed between the Allies 
of World War I and Germany at Compiegne, France, 
for the cessation of hostilities on the Western Front of 
World War I, which took effect at eleven o’clock in the 
morning—the “eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the 
eleventh month” of 1918.  

Twenty million people died in World War I, including 
Sergeant Fred D. Lee, the great-grandfather of our UMM 
speaker Saturday, November 10.  Come hear Rev. Tom 
Carver’s compelling story in the CAC at 8 am, as we enjoy 
fun, fellowship, and a delicious breakfast together.  
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 7                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
5:15 pm  Wednesday Night Dinner, CAC Gym
6:00 pm  Bible Studies and Classes
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 8                                                                         
9:30 am  Preschool Chapel, Sanctuary
6:30 pm  Preschool Open House

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 10                                                                         
8:00 am  UMM Breakfast, CAC

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 11                                                                              
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:30 am  Sunday School Classes 
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
12:00 pm Cantata Readers Rehearsal, Spirit Act Room
12:30 pm Trustees, M 116B
2:00 pm  Way Forward Forum, CAC
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 12                                                                              
9:00 am  Moms Group Meeting, Wesley Hall
6:30 pm  Mom’s Group Meeting, Wesley Hall
6:45 pm  Bell Choir Practice, M 104B
7:00 pm  Scouts, CAC

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 13                                                                         
10:00 am  Senior Connection Meeting
1:00 pm  UMW - Wesleyan Circle, M 118B
6:30 pm  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
6:30 pm  Preschool Meeting, M 316

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 14                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
1:00 pm  UMW - Friendship Circle, M 118B
5:15 pm  Wednesday Night Dinner, CAC Gym
6:00 pm  Bible Studies and Classes
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER | 5:15 PM

NOVEMBER 7
Youth Fundraiser-Pizza

NOVEMBER 14 
TBA

COST: DONATION

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (November 4, 2018)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 155
Worship Service – 9:45 am 43
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 68
Worship Service – 11:00 am 167
Nursery 15

Total 472
Sunday School 205

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Donna Royse transferred 
her membership from 
Santa Fe Presbyterian

5099422


