
November 29, 2017  •  Volume 29, Issue 46

M a i l i n g  A d d r e s s    P. O .  B o x  3 9 0 ,  E d m o n d ,  O K   7 3 0 8 3
P h y s i c a l  A d d r e s s    3 0 5  E .  H u r d ,  E d m o n d ,  O K  7 3 0 3 4

P h o n e  4 0 5 - 3 4 1 - 0 1 0 7   |   F a x  4 0 5 - 3 4 8 - 7 9 2 1
W e b  w w w. f u m c e d m o n d . o r g   |   E m a i l  i n f o @ f u m c e d m o n d . o r g

The Messenger

LONGING FOR PRESENCE
Lecti onary Reading: Isaiah 64:1-9 (NRSV)

Thanksgiving has come and gone.  The insane quest for just 
the right gift s for your loved ones has likely commenced.  
The decorati ng of the homes has begun.  Our household 
even managed to get a tree up already!

For many, Christmas is “the most wonderful ti me of the 
year.”  What makes it so special?

There are parti es to att end and lots of goodies to eat.  
There is Christmas music on the radio and in the stores.  
There is the annual debate over whether one should say 
“Merry Christmas” or “Happy Holidays”.  There are church 
cantatas and candle lighti ng.  There are school programs 
and specials on television. 

There are cards to write and cookies to bake; gift s to wrap 
and family to see.

We spend extra ti me thinking about others - even if 
fi nding the right gift  is frustrati ng because they really 
have everything they need.  But even if buying the right 
present is diffi  cult, we are sti ll moved in some way in our 
generosity toward others.

For some, the rush is too much.  The hustle and bustle 
has taken away the special feelings we may have once 
cherished.  Within the Charlie Brown Christmas, Charlie 
Brown is trying to capture that Christmas spirit that seems 
to be eluding him because of all the commercializati on.  
Instead of buying the shiny aluminum tree for the 
Christmas pageant, he buys the sickly looking tree that 
looks like it needs some love.

It reminds us in some way of the Gospel story.  Jesus is 
vulnerable as a baby - born in a manger rather than in 
opulence.  God’s vulnerability is contrasted to the might 
of Rome in that day.  And yet, the one who has ears to 
hear recognizes which is ulti mately more powerful.

This Advent, we will be exploring our “Longing for God” 
as we explore the propheti c readings from the lecti onary 
texts.  As we refl ect on Isaiah’s passage today, we can 
see the people longing for God’s presence.  As Advent 
begins, we remember that this is an important part of our 
preparati on for Christmas.

In Christ,
Sam

Check out Sam’s Blog here:  htt p://precedinggrace.blogspot.com

Someti mes simplicity and vulnerability
capture Christmas in a profound way.



UPCOMING EVENTS 
KNOWN WINTER RETREAT
This winter retreat is from January 12-15 at Canyon Camp 
in Hinton, OK. The cost is $130 per person and registration 
ends on December 29. Contact Erica for more details.

CONFIRMATION
Classes will begin January 7th at 9:45 in room 303 during 
Sunday school.  If you have a 6th grader who is interested, 
please contact Erica Lawrence.
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UMM BREAKFAST
Saturday, December 9  |  8 am  |  CAC
Join the United Methodist Men on Saturday for a 
delicious breakfast with scrambled eggs, biscuits and 
gravy, coffee, orange juice, milk, fellowship, and a 
fantastic speaker.

CANCER SUPPORT GROUP
Friday,  December 8 | 10 - 11 am |  Rm. 314
If cancer is a part of your life, do not cope alone; you  
have a church and a cancer support group that is  there 
for you! Items discussed will be confidential.  Come 
find out more about fellowship, increased  awareness, 
healing, optimism, strength, understanding and 
growing together.

WORSHIP DECORATION
Saturday,  December 2 | 9 am
The worship committee would like to invite everyone 
who would like to decorate the sanctuary and Wes-
ley Hall for Advent and Christmas to join them at the 
church this Saturday.

UMW LUNCHEON
Wednesday, December 6 | 11:30 am | CAC 108
A great Christmas luncheon is lined up for all who 
care to join the UMW members. Dr. Andrew Schaef-
fer, Director of Music Ministries, will be our guest 
speaker discussing Christmas Music. Rev. Dr. Sam 
Powers, Senior Pastor will install the UMW officers 
with a meaningful ceremony. The ladies will provide 
a lovely lunch of home cooked food. Come and be 
inspired for the beginning of the Christmas season.

AMAZON SMILES
Using Amazon Smiles gives the church cash back on 
every purchase. Just use this link whenever you shop 
Amazon this holiday season!

smile.amazon.com/ch/73-0744597

RANDOM ACTS OF KINDNESS
Random Acts of Kindness will meet on Thursday, 
December 7, 2017 at 6 pm at the Edmond Schlotsky’s 
meeting room on Danforth.

Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org

EDMOND 1st

FRIENDS
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EDMOND FIRST ADVENT BIBLE STUDY 

Beginning this Wednesday, Rev. Kathy Coit will lead an 
Advent Study for four Wednesdays, from November 29 
to December 20, 2017, each session at 1:30 p.m. in the 
Christian Activity Center.  Everyone is welcome, including 
Preschool parents and Senior Connection. 

The unique perspective of this study involves looking 
through the lens of Joseph.  The study will be based on 
Adam Hamilton’s recent book, Faithful: Christmas Through 
the Eyes of Joseph.  Many students will find it thought pro-
voking to study the intricate nature of the long-neglected 
Joseph.  We will see God touch this planet through the 
whole thoughtful and moving story in relation to Joseph 
and his complicated situation. Come be a part of it!

SPRIT ACT THANK YOUS
Thank you to the congregation who came to our Mystery 
Dinner Theatre. We had over 200 people in attendance. 
And thank you for your generous donations to future Spir-
it Act performances and Exodus House.
Thank you to the United Methodist Men who worked tire-
lessly all Friday afternoon and evening to provide a great 
dinner.
Thank you to Derek Smithee for the awesome set and all 
the guys who worked with him.
Thank you to Marie Gately, Sherri Lee, Reece Todd and 
Nancy Reynon for all their hard work and time on props, 
costumes, table decorations and purchasing the food.
Thank you to Finn Neu for running sound, Jake Hledik for 
setting the sound, and Brad Beardmore and Brian Walker 
for the lights.
Thank you to Ted’s Appliances for the use of their kitchen 
appliances and Window Invations for donating our win-
dow.
Obviously a huge thank you to the cast for the sacrifice of 
their time and sharing their talents and gifts and bringing 
an evening of fun for all of us.
Thank you to everyone who had a part in Spirit Act’s Mys-
tery Dinner Theatre whether on stage, back stage, in the 
kitchen, or in the audience.

GIVING TREE GIFTS DUE DEC. 3
Just a reminder that all Giving Tree Christmas gifts are due 
back WRAPPED on Dec. 3.  Please include the card you 
took from the tree.  Any questions, call Janie Johnson or 
Carol Crisp, 341-4014.
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MUSIC MINISTRY UPDATE
Andrew Schaeff er, Director of Music Ministries
andrew@fumcedmond.org

Though we sti ll have 5 weeks unti l 2018, with the glorious 
celebrati on of Christ the King Sunday this past Sunday we 
marked the end of the liturgical year.  Now, we can turn our 
focus to Advent and Christmas!

Strictly speaking, Christmas does not offi  cially begin unti l 
the evening of December 24, though the celebrati on of 
Christmas will begin to blend into Advent beginning on De-
cember 10 when the Adult Choir will present the Cantata: 
“Come Rejoicing” at all three traditi onal services.  It will be 
a sti rring combinati on of readings, hymns and other selec-
ti ons that I know you will treasure.

Then, on Sunday, December 17, when you’ll hear our 
new “Encore Choir” at 8:30 while all the Children’s choirs 
will sing music of the Advent/Christmas season at 11:00.  
Since Christmas Eve falls on a Sunday, we’ll only have one 
morning worship service at 10:00 that morning which will 
feature beauti ful organ music as well as selecti ons off ered 
by our youth Praise Band.  Those of you who heard them 
at worship on November 19 will surely realize what a treat 
that will be!
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 29                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
1:30 pm   Advent Bible Study, CAC 107
6:00 pm  Jesus in the Gospels, M 313/314
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practi ce, M 100B
6:00 pm  Pastor Trey Bible Study, CAC 108

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 30                                                                        
10:00 am Encore Choir, Choir Room
10:30 am Wesley Lunch
7:00 pm  Finance Meeti ng, M 314

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 1                                                                        
9:00 am  Sr. Volleyball, CAC Gym
7:00 pm  Scount Troop 77 Lock In, CAC

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2                                                                        
7:00 am  Scout Troop 77 Lock In, CAC

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3                                                                            
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:45 am  Sunday School Classes
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
4:00 pm  Disciple I, M 316
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practi ce, M 100B
7:00 pm  Late Night on Hurd, Wesley Hall

MONDAY, DECEMBER 4                                                                               
12:00 pm Senior Citi zens Volleyball, CAC Gym
6:30 pm  Page Turners Book Club, 118B
6:45 pm  Bell Choir Practi ce, M 104B
7:00 pm   Scout Troop 77, CAC

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 5                                                                          
6:30 pm  Allies in Acti on, M 316
6:30 pm   Senior Citi zens Volleyball, CAC Gym

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 6                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
11:30 am UMW Luncheon, CAC 107/108
1:30 pm  Advent Bible Study, CAC 107
5:30 pm  Wednesday Night Dinner, CAC
6:00 pm  Jesus in the Gospels, M 313/314
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
6:00 pm  Pastor Trey Bible Study, CAC 108
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practi ce, M 100B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christi an Acti vity Center

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER | 5:30 PM

NOVEMBER 29
 Scouts Fundraiser.

DECEMBER 6
Pizza, salad and dessert.

COST: DONATION

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (November 26, 2017)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 158
Worship Service – 9:45 am 42
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 77
Worship Service – 11:00 am 158
Nursery 10
The Late Night Service 25

Total 470
Sunday School 217

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Sharon Abrams transferred her mem-
bership from First Presbyterian.


