
GROWING IN LOVE 
TOGETHER
Lectionary Reading for Sunday: 
1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 (NRSV)

One of the blessings for me 
this year was on Mother’s Day.  
Mom was living in Bradford 
Village and was close to the 
end of her life.  We gathered 
around her after church and 
she knew each of us.  She was 
happy to eat the candy that we 
brought her!  As we continued 
to visit, I could see her getting 
tired.  She and my dad were 
sitting on the couch together 
and she leaned over against him 
and fell asleep with her head on 
his chest as his arm was around 
her.  You could see that both of them appreciated this quiet 
moment when they could just be near each other again.  They 
were companions for the majority of their lives.

They had ups and downs.  There were times when each was 
exasperated with the other.  There were times when they 
asked themselves, “Who have I yoked myself with?”  But there 
were also times when they celebrated the joys of life together 
that reminded them why they had married in the first place.  
Over the years, they grew in love with one another.  After Mom 
passed, Dad didn’t quite last 5 months.  I think it was that when 
she died, he was ready to go too.  After 63 years of marriage, 
he may not have been able to adjust to life without her.

As we consider romantic relationships, we hope to have 
someone that we grow to love completely - someone who 
really knows us and loves us anyway!

As the Advent season arrives, we find ourselves waiting on 
Christmas once more.  We may be searching for Christmas gifts 
for those whom we love.  There are some we love and know 
quite well but still are not sure what to get!

But if we move to a more spiritual understanding of Advent, 
we would think about our relationship with Jesus.  It is an odd 
season as we await the birth of Jesus because he has already 

been born!  He is with us as the 
risen Christ even as we look 
toward celebrating Christmas 
again.

So much of the time, we 
hear lamenting over the 
commercialization of the 
season.  Sometimes we are the 
ones doing the complaining!  
How could we focus more on 
Jesus during this Advent?

As Sunday’s reading indicates, 
Paul bids Jesus to make us 
“increase and abound in love for 
one another and for all.”  I think 
about my parents’ marriage 
and how they grew in love 
with one another through their 

lives.  I believe that my own marriage is moving in this same 
direction.  But what about my love for all?  Do I love others 
more completely than I did last year?  Have I grown distant in 
how I feel about others - maybe as a result of the polarization 
that on the rise?

If we are reluctant to answer or are unsure how we feel, I 
think this is a good time for us to re-examine what we can do 
to remedy this.  How can we approach our relationships with 
others like we would a marriage relationship?  The failure of 
a marriage is when it ends in divorce.  This is a painful ending 
that I wouldn’t wish on anyone.  So how can we weather a 
relationship when we find it difficult so that we can find our 
good will deepening rather than lessening?

If nothing else, this would be a good gift to offer Jesus this 
year.  Join us on Sunday as we strengthen our resolve to follow 
the apostle Paul’s will for our lives for our love for others to 
abound!

In Christ,
Sam

Check out more of Sam’s blog articles at precedinggrace.
blogspot.com.  Photo by Craig Dugas vis Flickr.com.  Used 
under the Creative Commons license. 
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The Messenger

 Does Black Friday shopping ever help us 
in our good will toward others?
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SUPPORT GROUPS DATE CHANGES
Due to the Thanksgiving holiday, the “Good Grief” 
Support group will move to Thursday, November 29 
at  10 am in room 314 M, and the Caregiver Support 
Group will move to Wednesday, November 28 at 3:30 
in room 316.

CHARGE CONFERENCE
Charge Conference is this Sunday at 1:30 pm in Wesley 
Hall.  Charge Conference is the annual meeting in The 
United Methodist Church where we check on how 
we’ve been doing and we look toward the coming 
year. All are invited to attend.  The voting members are 
the members of our Administrative Council.

RANDOM ACTS OF KINDNESS MEETING
Random Acts of Kindness will be meeting on Thursday, 
December 6, 2018 at 6 pm at Earl’s BBQ on Broadway 
in Edmond.

Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org
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YOUTH FINISHING SOCIAL JUSTICE SERIES
The youth are finishing up their last week of Social 
Justice with Pastor Trey on Wednesday. They will be 
talking about Racism through a documentary that 
Pastor Trey help put together from his Baltimore Trip 
last spring. The youth will experience what racism 
looked like in the Bible versus today. The youth will be 
learning through reflection in the gospel, prayer, and 
active games. Join us Wednesday at 5:15 for dinner in 
the CAC and youth following at 6-7:30pm on the 3rd 
floor of the main building. 

CONFIRMATION BEGINNING IN JANUARY
Confirmation begins January 6th with an information 
meeting during Sunday School in Room 303. 
Youth and Parent classes will begin on Jan 13th. Youth 
Room 303 and Parents Spirit Act Room 300

All 6th -12th grade youth are invited. If you would like 
your child to participate please contact Pastor Trey or 
Erica Lawrence.

PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT
First United Methodist Church will be having a Parents’ 
Night Out on November 30th from 6:00pm-9:00pm.
Parents can enjoy the evening away with peace of 
mind as our fully trained staff entertains your children.  
Children ages 3 months -12 years are welcome.  Children 
will be in age appropriate classes.  We will be doing fun 
Christmas crafts, making yummy snacks, and playing 
Christmas games.   Parents’ Night Out is $15 for the first 
child and $10 for each additional child. A Paypal link 
will be sent to you once you register your child(ren).  
Spots are limited!  You can register contacting megan@
fumcedmond.org or  nellie@fumcemdond.org.

Sign up for Spring Break Mission Trip at 
www.fumcedmond.org/youth.
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Celebrate Christmas
Sunday,  December 2nd
The First Sunday of Advent

Sunday, December 9th
3 pm - Annual Handbell Choir Christmas Concert 

Thursday, December 13th
6 pm - Preschool/Children’s Christmas 

Program in the CAC 
followed by Live Nativity in the alley/playground

Sunday, December 23rd 
8:30, 9:45 and 11 am - Christmas Cantata

10:50 am - Regular Worship On Hurd Service

Monday, December 24th
4, 7, 9, 11 pm - Festival Candlelight Worship

 (Family-Friendly at 4 pm) (Worship on Hurd at 9 pm)
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 28                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
12:00 pm UMW Executive Meeting, M 116B
1:00 pm  UMW - Unit Meeting, M 118B
3:30 pm  Caregiver Support Group, M 316
5:15 pm  Wednesday Night Dinner, CAC Gym
6:00 pm  Bible Studies and Classes
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 29                                                                         
9:30 am  Preschool Chapel, Sanctuary
10:00 am “Good Grief” Support Group, M 314

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 30                                                                         
6:00 pm  Parents’ Night Out, CAC

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 1                                                                         
10:00 am Cantata Readers Rehearsal, Sanctuary

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2                                                                              
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:30 am  Sunday School Classes 
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
12:00 pm Coffee with the Clergy, Reception Room
1:30 pm  Charge Conference
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

MONDAY, DECEMBER 3                                                                              
6:30 pm  Page Turners Book Club, M 118B
6:45 pm  Bell Choir Practice, M 104B
7:00 pm  Scouts, CAC

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 4                                                                         
6:30 pm  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
6:30 pm  Allies in Action, M 316

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 5                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
11:30 am UMW Luncheon/Officers Installation, Wes. Hall
5:15 pm  Wednesday Night Dinner, CAC Gym
6:00 pm  Bible Studies and Classes
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER | 5:15 PM

NOVEMBER 28
Lasagna, Children’s Fundraiser

DECEMBER 5 
Baked Potatoes, Wesley Fundraiser

COST: DONATION

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (November 25, 2018)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 138
Worship Service – 9:45 am 41
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 83
Worship Service – 11:00 am 142
Nursery 12

Total 416
Sunday School 207WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

5099422

Darlene Williams transfered 
to FUMC from another 
denomination. 


