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The Messenger

REMEMBERING THOSE WHO HAVE PRECEDED US IN DEATH
 The final scene in Titanic always bugged me.  Rose, the 101 year old main character, dies at the end of the movie after a 
full life with career, children and grandchildren.  As she makes her way to the afterlife, she enters the ship again and it is 
transformed its former glory while those who died aboard her are all waiting for her to join them.  Jack, her love interest 
aboard the ship, is there to greet her and they embrace and the movie ends.

Now this romantic end shows that Rose and her true love do find 
each other even if they were kept apart for the past 80 years.  
This is sentimental and it is kind of nice to think about them end-
ing up together since we really skipped her eighty years without 
him.  What bugs me about this is that her life with her husband, 
children and grandchildren seemed to pale in comparison to the 
few days that she spent with Jack. 

In reality, we know that infatuation can come quickly but true 
love that lasts over a lifetime includes dealing with conflict, 
overcoming difficulties and continuing to get to know each other 
as we grow and change throughout life.  Love at first sight might 
be romantic but love that builds over a lifetime is actually more 
substantial. 

This film ending may also cause some to wonder about Heaven 
and what will it be like.  What If a person is widowed and then 
remarries?  Which person will you encounter?

The Sadducees inquired to Jesus about this very question in this week’s lectionary passage, Luke 20:27-38.  Jesus re-
sponds that the next life will be very different.  This in itself is not a very comprehensive answer and begs more ques-
tions.  Will we recognize our loved ones?  Will they know us?  Will we look like we did when we were younger?  Or more 
importantly, will we look like we imagine we did when we were younger?  Do we continue to experience the five senses 
that make up so much of our input? 

This Sunday, we will also observe All Saints Day which occurs every November 1.  We will light a candle in worship for 
those church members who have died in the past year.  We will also have time in the worship service to remember those 
loved ones who were not members of our church but who remain near and dear in our hearts.  The sermon title will be 
“Children of the Resurrection” and if you are in town, I hope you will join us at 8:30 or 11 am in the sanctuary or at 10:50 
am in Wesley Hall.  It should also be available online if you can’t join us in the flesh!  

In Christ,
Sam

As Christians, we believe that a person’s light
continues to shine in Christ after death.

Photo used from Flickr.com via Creative Commons license.  
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UPCOMING EVENTS

No youth

Praise Practice
5:00 - 7:00 pm
No dinner

Crop Walk
2:00 pm

Leadership Team Meeting
5:00 pm

6

6

6

Megan Borum, 
Director of Children’s Ministries

THE PIES ARE COMING!
Missions annual homemade pie sale will be 
Sunday, November 20, 2016. If you have never 
experienced this, you need to try it.  It is great 
fun and delicious.  We need BAKERS, so we will 
be handing out pie tins and asking for volun-
teers to bake pies and bring them to the church 
to be sold on the 20th. We also need BUYERS, 
so we ask that you come and BUY a pie. More 
details to follow, but if you have questions call 
Marie L. Gately at 249-1107.

A rite of passage in Edmond First United Methodist Church and 
many United Methodist churches across the United States is 
awarding Bibles to third-graders.   Every year third-graders line 
up at the altar rail to receive their Bibles.  This year our family of 
faith will present Bibles on November 20, 2016 during the 11:00 
worship service.  This annual event is a great stepping-stone of 
immense significance.   If you have a third grader who will be 
participating this fall please email megan@fumcedmond.org with 
their first, middle and last name by November 1, 2016.

Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

EDMOND 1st

FRIENDS

HELP NEEDED
Route 66 Pantry needs help Mondays from  9:40 
a.m. until noon. In cooperation with the Regional 
Food Bank of  Oklahoma, the Route 66 Pantry dis-
tributes food  to those who might go undernour-
ished. The Route 66 Pantry is located @15th & 
Bryant. For more information contact Bill Sweet 
at 909-635-4217.

RANDOM ACTS OF KINDNESS MEETING
Random Acts of Kindness meeting will be Thurs-
day, November 3, 2016 at 6 pm at La Salsa’s 
restaurant, 840 W. Danforth Road, Edmond.  We 
also will be feeding the Wesley Foundation this 
same day between l0:30 and approximately l:30 
pm.  Any questions call Marie  249-1107.

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION
Come and Go 95th birthday celebration in honor 
of Jerry Brown on Sunday, November 6, 2016 
from 2:30 to 4:30 pm at 3604 Spring Hill Drive in 
Edmond at the Piatt/Gately home. All are wel-
come.  No gifts, please; cards are encouraged. If 
you have any questions, please call Marie Gately 
at 405-249-1107.

All 6th-12th grade mark your calendars for District Win-
ter Retreat at Canyon Camp. Sign up in Erica's office until 
December 7th.

January 13-16  |  $85 to attend

Crop Walk--Nov 6th 
2-4pm @ Mitch Park 
*Youth will meet at 

Mitch park at 1:45 to 
walk as a group. All 
youth are invited!

TURN BACK THOSE CLOCKS!
Don’t forget this Sunday will be Daylight Savings Time.  This 
is the good one where you set your clocks back an hour on 
Saturday night when you go to bed.  This extra hour of sleep 
will be helpful to make it to worship the next morning!  So if 
you were thinking of inviting a friend to church, this would 
be an excellent Sunday to do so!

9

UNITED METHODIST MEN BREAKFAST
Saturday, November 12 | 8 am | CAC Gym
The always delicious breakfast will include scram-
bled eggs, biscuits and gravy, coffee, orange juice, 
milk and fellowship. Come and bring a friend!
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CROP WALK 
CROP Walk is 
this Sunday, 
November 6th 
at 2:00 at Mitch 
Park.  Regis-
tration starts 
at 1:00 at the 
concession building by the ball fields off of Covell.  
Please turn in completed packets to Paul Ham-
ilton, Anthony DeGeare, Phyllis Ward, or Carol 
Crisp at one of the CROP walk tables on Sunday 
morning, or bring them with you to turn in at 
Mitch Park.  Please fill out all information on your 
packet including your donation totals and sign 
before turning in your packet. Packets should be 
turned in before the walk

Anyone who would still like to make a contribu-
tion to this year’s CROP Walk may make a check 
out to CWS/CROP or cash in an envelope marked 
CROP Walk and put in the collection plate. 

Walkers are still welcome to sign up Sunday 
morning or at the Walk!  Come out and join us 
to help feed hungry people here in Edmond and 
around the world.

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS STUDIES
Adult Sunday school classes are offered each Sunday from 
9:45-10:45 am. Although most of our classes have a wide 
variety of age levels, they do have a media age that fits into 
young, middle or senior adult categories. Below is a list of 
our current Sunday School Classes for adults, as well as their 
meeting location and current study schedule.

• Bible Study — Main Building, Room 116B
- “Minor Prophets”

• Bridge Builders — Christian Activity Center, Room 107
- War Room Bible study

• Emmanuel — Main Building, Room 315
- Isaiah

• Faith Experience — Main Building, Room 316
- “The Heart of Christianity” by Marcus Borg

• Family Matters — Main Building, Room 314

• Footsteps — Main Building, Room 111B
- Adam Hamilton’s “Seeing Gray in a World of Black 
and White”

• Genesis — Main Building, Room 313
- “At the End of the Day” by James Moore

• Good News — Main Building, Room 118B
- “Not a Fan” by Eric Idleman

• Inquirers — Main Building, Room 114B
- James Moore’s “When You’re a Christian” 

• Journey Class — CAC, Room 207
- The Divine Dance: The Trinity and Your Transformation 
by Richard Rohr

• Open Door — Main Building, Room 317
- “The Apostles’ Creed” commentary by William Barclay

• Pathfinders — CAC, Room 209

• Sojourners — CAC, Room 208
- Various studies

• Young Adults — CAC, Room 108

For a full class description, please visit our website at www.
fumcedmond.org.

MUSIC MINISTRIES  
Andrew Schaeffer, Director of Music Ministries
All Saints Day is truly one of the more profound Sundays of the year at 
FUMC.  Stirring music and preaching, candle lighting and Holy Commu-
nion are just a few of the hallmarks of our annual celebration.

Although the choir is not singing a large scale Requiem with St. 
Mary’s Episcopal Church this year (though, you will hear about 
an exciting collaboration this spring!), we will be offering the 
particularly poignant anthem: “How Lovely Is Thy Dwelling Place” 
from Johannes Brahms’ Ein Deutsches Requiem as an anthem this 
Sunday.

Composed between 1865 and 1867, his monumental Requiem 
stands at the center of Brahms’ entire output and is unique in the 
fact that it avoids the traditional Latin text, favoring instead a mix 
of high-quality German poetry and passages from Martin Luther’s 
translation of the Bible.  Overall, the focus of the text is less on 
death and more about consolation for the living.  “How Lovely Is 
Thy Dwelling Place” is perhaps the most popular movement from 
the larger work and has been sung at the funerals of prominent 
people, such as the Queen Mother and Margaret Thatcher.

I hope you’ll join us this Sunday not only to hear this landmark 
piece of music, but to give thanks for the great cloud of witnesses 
that continue to surround us!    
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WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (October 30, 2016)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 160
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 77
Worship Service – 11:00 am 196
Nursery 8

Total 417
Sunday School 216
Youth 35

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Wednesday, November 2 
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg 
10:00 am UMW - Mary Martha Circle
5:30 pm   Wednesday Fellowship Dinner, CAC 
6:00 pm   Bible Study, CAC 108 
6:00 pm   Children’s Preschool Choir, M Choir Room 
6:00 pm   Disciple 1 & 2 Class, CAC 208 & 209
6:00 pm   Youth Fellowship, M 3rd Floor
6:30 pm   Children’s Elementary Choir, M Choir Room  
7:15 pm   Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

Thursday, November 3 
3:00 pm   Whiz Kids, Tabitha Baptist Church
6:00 pm  Random Acts of Kindness, La Salsa’s

Friday, November 4
9:00 am   Sr. Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym

Saturday, November 5
6:15 pm   Wesley Auction & Jazz Gala, UCO Ballroom

Sunday, November 6 
8:30/11:00 am  Traditional Worship Services, Sanctuary 
9:30 am  Administrative Council Meeting, CAC 210 
9:45 am   Sunday School Classes 
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall 
2:00 pm  CROP Walk, Mitch Park
5:00 pm   Chancel Choir, M 100B 
5:00 pm   Youth Praise Team Practice, Wesley Hall
7:30 pm   Basketball, CAC Gym 
8:30 pm   Volleyball, CAC Gym

Monday, November 7 
10:00 am Senior Citizen Volleyball, CAC Gym 
5:45 pm   Scout Den Meetings, CAC Gym, 107, 207-9 
6:00 pm   Wesley Band Practice, Wesley Hall 
6:30 pm  Page Turners Book Club, M 118
6:45 pm   Bell Choir Practice, M 104B
7:00 pm  Preschool Committee, M 316 
7:00 pm   Scout Troop 77, CAC

Tuesday, November 8 
10:00 am Senior Connection, M 118B
1:00 pm  UMW - Wesleyan Circle, M 118B
6:30 pm   Senior Citizen Volleyball, CAC Gym
8:30 pm  Wesley Worship, M Wesley Hall

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WELCOME NEW 
MEMBER!
Nathan Dominick 
joined Edmond First 
United Methodist  
Sunday by Profession 
of Faith.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER 5:30 PM

NOVEMBER 2
Taco Bar / Chocolate Flan Cake & Cookies

NOVEMBER  9
Pulled Pork Sandwiches / Seasoned Corn / 

Mac n Cheese / Luscious Lemon Dessert
*PBJs will be available for children.  Catering provided by Millie’s Table.

Adults $7 | Kids 12 & Under $4
Family Max $25


