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The Messenger

 THE POWER OF TRUST
Lectionary Reading: Matthew 25:14-30 
(NRSV)

I’ve seen creativity shut down in groups 
plenty of times. 

Someone may come up with a creative 
idea that is a little too creative.  It 
seems unfeasible and not realistic for 
actual implementation.  And so the 
idea is sneered at, laughed at, scoffed 
at.  At worst, the presenter of the idea 
is ridiculed. 

The creative person doesn’t add any 
more to the group process after this 
point.  Their voice has been effectively 
silenced.

As group dynamics go, there are certain rules to 
brainstorming sessions.  One of the primary rules is that 
when brainstorming, there are no stupid ideas.  Everything, 
even the most ridiculous, gets written on the board. 

To ease anxiety, we let people know that just because 
something is written down, doesn’t mean that it will be 
adopted.  Brainstorming is not the time for critique.  It is the 
time for thinking outside the box.

The great thing about ridiculous ideas is that they may spur 
thinking toward something different and new that is not 
ridiculous.  It is just unique.  I’ve also seen this happen time 
and again.

The reason that the rule of “no stupid ideas” is so important 
is that it gives permission to be a little silly.  We can laugh 
with the person in delight but never in derision at the 
person.  This creates an atmosphere of trust.  When we 
begin to trust one another, we pull in a variety of viewpoints.

Otherwise, the loudest voices always dominate because 
they shut down quieter thoughts.  In a group process using 

brainstorming, the less vocal participants are given time 
and permission to share their ideas.  The experience and 
outcomes are always richer when the entire group enters 
into the process rather than hearing from only a minority.

This Sunday’s gospel reading is a well-known parable for 
many dealing with the owner entrusting money to the 
servants.  As you read it over, how does a lack of trust stifle 
the creative use of the money with the third servant? 

As we continue to examine gratitude and thanksgiving 
this Sunday, I will be preaching on this parable with the 
examination of how trust and thanksgiving intertwine.  I 
trust that you’ll join us if at all possible!

In Christ,

Sam

Check out Sam’s Blog here:  http://precedinggrace.blogspot.com.

Photo by PoolSafely via Flickr.com.  Used under the Creative 
Commons license.

Learning to swim takes a lot of trust but the
end result is very rewarding!



SHOE BOXES
Youth are in need of shoe boxes. Contact Erica for more 
information.

YOUTH PRAISE
The youth praise band will be preforming on Sunday in the 
8:30, 9:45, and 11am services. The group looks forward to 
playing How Great Thou Art for everyone on Sunday during 
the offering.
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PASTORS’ BIBLE STUDY
Wednesdays  |  6 pm  |  Room 108 CAC
Beginning November 8th, Rev. Trey Witzel will start a 4 
week study on Micah. Join in on this great study! 

CANCER SUPPORT GROUP
Friday,  November  17 | 10 - 11 am |  Rm. 314
If cancer is a part of your life, do not cope alone; you  
have a church and a cancer support group that is  there 
for you! Items discussed will be confidential.  Come 
find out more about fellowship, increased  awareness, 
healing, optimism, strength, understanding and 
growing together.

SAVE YOUR COATS!
Getting a new coat?  Please save your old coat!  
We will soon have a Coat Drive that will benefit 
our local FUMC ministries.  Thank you! 

FUMC POLOS
If you ordered a T-shirt or polo, they will be available 
for pickup in the CAC on Wednesday, and in Wesley 
Hall on Sunday.

Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org

EDMOND 1st

FRIENDS

2

ADOPT-A-STREET
The final Adopt-a-Street litter pick-up event for 2017 was 
held on Saturday, October 28th with a combined group of 
15 FUMC and Scout Troop 77 volunteers.   This community 
service project was initiated in the Fall of 2009.  We 
completed 3 street clean-up events per year, starting with 
Covell Road from Broadway to I-35, then moved to Sooner 
Road from Danforth to Coffee Creek.  Thanks to all the 
dedicated people who made this project a success!  From 
its beginning, over 100 FUMC volunteers have participated 
in this project- several working in nearly every event!  
Our Scout troop and their leaders have joined us for the 
last two events.  Now, Troop 77, under the leadership of 
Velvadapu Rao will take on this project of helping make our 
community a better place to live.  Mr. Rao will let us know 
when they plan to do their clean-up events, and have given 
an open invitation for any FUMC helpers who would like to 
join them! THANK YOU to all who have participated.  And 
Blessings to the Scouts who will continue with their service 
on this project.

KNOWN WINTER RETREAT
This winter retreat is from January 12-15 at Canyon Camp 
in Hinton, OK. The cost is $130 per person and registration 
ends on December 29. Contact Erica for more details.
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MUSIC MINISTRY UPDATE
Andrew Schaeffer, Director of Music Ministries
andrew@fumcedmond.org

November and December are always busy yet joyful 
months in the worship life of our church. As I look at my 
calendar, I just realized that we will celebrate a different 
festival nearly every week until January!

This Sunday, we’ll continue our month-long focus of 
Thanksgiving by singing and hearing some of the great 
Thanksgiving/harvest hymns of the church expertly led 
by the Adult Choir, Youth Praise Band and Chorister Choir.

Looking ahead, I encourage you to mark your calendars 
for Sunday December 10 when the Adult Choir will 

present the Cantata “Come Rejoicing” at all three 
traditional services, and Sunday, Decmber 17, when 
you’ll hear our new “Encore Choir” and all of the 
Children’s choirs sing music of the Advent/Christmas 
season.

While I’m at it, I’ll take the personal liberty of informing 
you that my annual Christmas concert at the Guthrie 
Scottish Rite will be on Saturday, December 16 at 8:00.

As you’ve read, lots of great music is in the works! Now 
would be a great time to start thinking of a friend you’d 
like to invite to church this Advent season! 

GIVING TREE 
COMING THIS 
MONTH

Now that we are 
in November, 
Christmas is right 
around the corner 
and our Giving 
Tree will be up in 
the Sanctuary and 
Wesley Hall Foyer 
on November 
19.  This will be 
your opportunity 
to select a card 
from the tree 
and provide a gift 
for those within 
and beyond our 
community.   Gift 
cards on the tree 
will be available for 
2 weeks, Nov. 19 – Dec. 3.  This year your Church and Society 
Committee has decided to once again support Christmas 
Grace Program (under the Methodist Church’s Skyline 
Urban Ministries) and The Heifer Project.  There will be a 
few additional cards on our trees providing board games to 
Sunset Elementary.

Christmas Grace provides Christmas gifts to families who 
register thru Skyline.  These families are screened and only 
allowed to participate every other year in this program.  Our 
church will receive lists from several families and  a card for 
each person will be placed on the tree.  Price range will 
be $30-$50.  Gifts need to be wrapped (except for Sunset 
Elementary Board Games) with Giving Tree cards attached.  
They are due back to the church on Dec. 3. 

The Heifer Project International is a non-profit organization 
dedicated to ending world hunger and poverty and caring 
for the earth.  They provide livestock, trees, training and 
other resources to help struggling families build sustainable 
futures.  Plus, each family who receives an animal agrees to 
give one of their animal’s offspring to another family.  Our 
gift cards will allow you to make a contribution towards the 
purchase of an animal (the cards will reflect a range $10-
$150, but any contribution will be welcome).

We hope that our Giving Tree will not only provide a touch 
of Christ’s love to those outside of our church family but 
to those within our church family as well.  This is a great 
opportunity to enrich your Christmas season.  Thank you!  
Janie Johnson (396-2458) or Carol Crisp (341-4014)
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 15                                                                     
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
9:00 am  Ice Angels, CAC Kitchen
12:00 pm UMW Executive Meeting, M 116B
1:00 pm  UMW Unit Meeting, M 118B
6:00 pm  Jesus in the Gospels, M 313/314
6:00 pm  Pastors’ Bible Study (Book of Micah), CAC 108 
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 16                                                                        
8:00 am  Boulevard Buddies, CAC Kitchen
9:30 am  Preschool Chapel, Sanctuary
10:00 am Encore Choir, Choir Room

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 17                                                                        
9:00 am  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
10:00 am Cancer Support Group, M 314

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 18                                                                             
6:00 am  Wesley Gala, UCO

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 19                                                                               
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:45 am  Sunday School Classes
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
1:30 pm  Visioning
4:00 pm  Disciple I, M 316
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B
7:00 pm  Late Night on Hurd, Wesley Hall

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 20                                                                          
12:00 pm Sr. Volleyball, CAC
6:45 pm  Bell Choir Practice, M 104B
7:00 pm   Scouts, CAC

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 21                                                                      
9:00 am   Archives Committee, Archive Room
6:00 pm   Scouts - STEM, CAC 209
6:30 pm  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 22                                                                     
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER | 5:30 PM

NOVEMBER 15
Sandwiches, Chips and cookie

NOVEMBER 22
No mid-week dinner due to Thanksgiving

COST: DONATION

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (November 12, 2017)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 200
Worship Service – 9:45 am 58
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 73
Worship Service – 11:00 am 185
Nursery 12
The Late Night Service 60

Total 588
Sunday School 243


