
HAVE I GOT A DEAL FOR 
YOU!
Lectionary Reading: 1 
Samuel 1:4-20 (NRSV)

This is a fascinating look at 
how women were viewed 
in antiquity within the 
Middle East.  In it, we see 
the backstory of the prophet 
Samuel’s mother, Hannah.  
Most scholars place Samuel 
in the 11th century before 
the birth of Jesus.  The book 
was likely edited sometime 
after the Exile but this still 
gives us a glimpse into 
gender relationships.

We see the story from 
Hannah’s perspective which is revolutionary in itself.  A 
woman with no children?  This is problematic as a woman’s 
worth was correlated to how many children she bore.  We 
see this in verse five as it describes her husband’s love for 
her in spite of the fact that she was childless.  He doesn’t 
seem as concerned about this because he already had 
another wife, Peninnah with whom he had multiple sons 
and daughters.

It must have been difficult if you measured worth by 
children and you had none.  Rather than a supportive 
relationship between the two wives, they had a rivalry, 
likely because Hannah was perceived as the favorite even 
though Peninnah was the one who bore Elkanah his 
children.

We also see the strong belief that God was the one 
who allowed women to conceive.  They understood 
how babies came to be, but this was thought to be 
a blessing from God.  Deuteronomy 7:14 declares to 
God’s covenant people, “You shall be the most blessed 
of peoples, with neither sterility nor barrenness among 
you or your livestock.”  Of course, this is conditional upon 
verse 12’s understanding that the people will “heed these 
ordinances, by diligently observing them.”

The difficulty of this theology taken on the surface is that 
it places the guilt of childlessness upon the couple.  Either 

the husband or the wife was 
faithless to God in some way, 
resulting in sterility.  For a 
culture that prized large 
families, this could be doubly 
disheartening.  Not only 
might you have a physical 
reason for not conceiving, you 
would find yourself distanced 
from God.  Of course, we can 
always come up with ways 
that we could have been 
more faithful or sins that we 
might have committed.

Hannah is not the first 
woman in the Bible to be 
highlighted in this condition.  
She joins some of the great 
matriarchs of the Bible in 

Sarah, Rebekah, and Rachel.  Each of these was childless 
and then blessed by God with a son.

Hannah bargains with God by dedicating her future son to 
the service of God.  Since he would not be the first-born 
male for Elkanah, her husband would not likely stand in 
the way of this idea.

Sometimes our desires are congruent with God’s will.  
Sometimes they are not.  We may often have the notion 
that if we want something badly enough, then we can 
bargain with God to get it.  This comes most often with 
the healing of a loved one (or ourselves).  What if we 
worship more regularly?  What if we increase our prayer 
life?  What if we read the Bible more faithfully?  Have we 
given enough money or time?

How do we appropriately understand God’s blessings for 
our lives as grace and not something earned or bargained 
for?  It’s a good question worth pondering together.  I’ll 
be dealing with this more on Sunday morning!

In Christ,
Sam

Check out more of Sam’s blog articles at precedinggrace.blogspot.com. 
Photo by “haven’t the slightest” via Flickr.com.  Used under the Creative 
Commons license.
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The Messenger

 If we attempt to bargain with God, shouldn’t 
we already be offering these things in the first place?
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UMW MEETING DATE CHANGE
UMW next meeting is a week later because of 
Thanksgiving. It will be on Nov. 28, 2018, Wed. at 1 PM 
in room 118M. Seekers Circle will have the program 
on World Thank Offering and Executive Committee 
will be hostess. The executive meeting will meet in 
the Library at 11:30. We will discuss a change to the 
Standing Rules concerning Funeral dinners as well as 
the Christmas luncheon.

FAREWELL LUNCH
We will be hosting a lunch on November 18th directly 
after the 11:00 service in the CAC for Worship and 
Music Ministry Director, Andrew Schaeffer.  It will be 
a potluck lunch and we are asking that people bring a 
food item according to this letter chart:  A-D cookies, 
E-L salad/vegetable, M-T casserole, U-Z  bread. There 
will be a table set up to leave cards for Andrew and 
Jenny.

PROJECT 66 THANKSGIVING 
Donations of turkeys are needed for the Project 66 
Thanksgiving food drive.  If you would like to purchase 
a turkey for a family in need, please deliver it to Project 
66 at 2612 S. Kelly Ave, Edmond. 

SUPPORT GROUPS DATE CHANGES
Due to the Thanksgiving holiday, the “Good Grief” 
Support group will move to Thursday, November 29 
at  10 am in room 314 M, and the Caregiver Support 
Group will move to Wednesday, November 28 at 3:30 
in room 316.

FUNERAL NOTICE
Former Edmond FUMC pastor Danny Moss’s father 
Bill passed away. The memorial service will be Friday, 
November 16 at 2pm at Claremore First UMC.

Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org

EDMOND 1st

FRIENDS
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Week Two of Social Justice Journey Begins
The youth are starting Week 2 of their journey 
through social justice. They will learn this week about 
immigration. Pastor Trey and Erica will be teaching 
them through big group activities and personal 
reflection. They will look at immigration and how as 
Christians are we called to act and respond. Join us 
Wednesday at 5:15 for dinner and 6 for programming! 

OCU Speaker to Speak to Juniors and Seniors
Calling all Juniors and Seniors, Amy Quade from OCU 
will be here Wednesday to discuss the future. Join us 
in room 304 to learn more about what OCU has to 
offer through scholarships, financial aid, and resident 
life from 6-7:30pm. 

Sign up for Spring Break Mission Trip at www.
fumcedmond.org/youth.

STILL TIME TO PLEDGE
Thank you to those who pledged during October for the 
2019 fiscal year.  Pledging helps the Finance Committee 
plan for ministries, programming, and expenses for the 
next year.  As the group begins to compile the budget, 
they will be calling those pledgers they have yet to hear 
from.  If you would like to avoid a call - there’s still time to 
pledge.  The easiest way is to follow this link to the church 
website:  https://www.fumcedmond.org/pledge-drive and 
use the secure fill-in form.  You may also email Aimee in 
the business office at finance@fumcedmond.org or call the 
church office at 405-341-0107.
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WORSHIP AND MUSIC MINISTRY UPDATE
Andrew Schaeffer, Director of Music Ministries     
(andrew@fumcedmond.org)

Advent is coming—mark your calendars!
On Sunday, December 9 at 3:00 our Handbell Choir will 
present its annual Christmas concert in the Sanctuary.  
There’s something very special about the sound of bells 
at Christmastime, so invite your friends and family now.

Our Children’s choirs and Preschool students are teaming 
up for a magical Christmas program and live nativity on 
Thursday, December 13 at 6:00 in the gym. 

Finally, on Sunday, December 23 at all three sanctuary 
services, the adult choir, instrumental ensemble and 
Spirit Act will be teaming up to present the cantata “The 
Voices of Christmas” by Joseph Martin. 

Christmas Concert in Guthrie
Continuing with the Christmas events, many of you know 
that, for the past three years, I’ve presented a concert 
on the magnificent Kimball organ at the Guthrie Scottish 
Rite in December.  While my transition will not allow 
me to take part this year, I’m delighted that my mentor 
from OU, Dr. John Schwandt, will take up the mantle and 
play a stunning program on Sunday, December 2 at 3:00 
at the Temple.  The program will include improvisations 
on secular and sacred Christmas carols, a singalong, and, 
who knows, might even include a silent movie!  If you 
enjoyed the concerts of years past, you won’t want to 
miss this program!

GIVING TREE COMING THIS SUNDAY
Christmas is right around the corner and our Giving Tree will 
be up in the East Wing beginning this Sunday, November 
18.  This will be your opportunity to select a card from the 
tree and provide a gift for those within and beyond our 
community.   Gift cards on the tree will be available for 2 
weeks, Nov. 18 – Dec. 2.  This year your Church and Society 
Committee has decided to once again support Christmas 
Grace Program (under the Methodist Church’s Skyline 
Urban Ministries) and The Heifer Project.  

Christmas Grace provides Christmas gifts to families who 
register through Skyline.  These families are screened and 
only allowed to participate every other year in this program.  
Our church will receive lists from several families and  a card 
for each person will be placed on the tree.  Price range will 
be $30-$50.  Gifts need to be wrapped with Giving Tree 
cards attached.  They are due back to the church on Dec. 2.  

The Heifer Project International is a non-profit organization 
dedicated to ending world hunger and poverty and caring 
for the earth.  They provide livestock, trees, training and 
other resources to help struggling families build sustainable 
futures.  Plus, each family who receives an animal agrees to 
give one of their animal’s offspring to another family.  Our 
gift cards will allow you to make a contribution towards the 
purchase of an animal (the cards will reflect a range $10-
$150, but any contribution will be welcome).

We hope that our Giving Tree will not only provide a touch 
of Christ’s love to those outside of our church family but 
to those within our church family as well.  This is a great 
opportunity to enrich your Christmas season.  Thank you!  
If you have questions contact Janie Johnson at 396-2458.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 14                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
1:00 pm  UMW - Friendship Circle, M 118B
5:15 pm  Wednesday Night Dinner, CAC Gym
6:00 pm  Bible Studies and Classes
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 15                                                                         
8:00 am  Cooking/Drop offs for Blvd Thanksgiving, CAC Kitchen
7:00 pm  Finance Meeting

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 16                                                                         
10:00 am Cancer Support Group, M 314

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 18                                                                              
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:30 am  Sunday School Classes 
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
12:00 pm Andrew Schaeffer Farewell Lunch, CAC Gym
3:15 pm  Youth District Game Night, New Hope UMC
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 19                                                                              
6:45 pm  Bell Choir Practice, M 104B
7:00 pm  Scouts, CAC

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 20                                                                         
6:30 pm  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 21                                                                      
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED FOR HOLIDAY
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
10:00 am Ice Angels, CAC Kitchen

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER | 5:15 PM

NOVEMBER 14
UMM Chili Dinner Fundraiser

NOVEMBER 21 
No Wednesday Night Due to Thanksgiving Holiday

COST: DONATION

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (November 11, 2018)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 173
Worship Service – 9:45 am 50
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 83
Worship Service – 11:00 am 174
Nursery 14

Total 494
Sunday School 220

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Mick and Donna Gaskins 
transfered to FUMC from 
Cushing UMC. 

5099422

Caeli Dedmon transfered 
to FUMC from another 
Methodist church. 

David and Cherrie 
James joined FUMC by 

profession of faith.


