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The Messenger

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2017
Prioritizing Our Lives
Sunday’s Lectionary Reading: 
Matthew 25:1-13 (NRSV)

I never liked the Parable of the Ten 
Bridesmaids.  It feels more like a 
morality play than a parable.  It 
has a ring to it of The Little Red 
Hen or Aesop’s The Ants and the 
Grasshopper.

There is nothing wrong with a good 
work ethic. 

There is nothing wrong with rewarding 
effort given.

The apostle Paul even states that 
“anyone unwilling to work should not 
eat.” (2 Thessalonians 3:10)

Of course, he is referring to Christians 
simply waiting on the second coming of 
Jesus.  They believed that the end was near and yet Paul 
was practical enough to know that the idle should not rely 
upon others bending their backs on their behalf if they are 
able-bodied.

The difference for me in this parable is that it follows along 
nicely with a works righteousness theology which doesn’t 
always fit with the idea of grace. 

Works righteousness is what we would like to see in the 
marketplace where work would be valued appropriately.  
But it may not be what we would like when it comes to 
our spiritual lives.  This is because we may have a deep and 
underlying sense that we could be doing better. 

I’m often the lazy cat saying, “Not I” when asked to help 
plant the wheat.

I’m often the grasshopper whittling away my time while 
others stockpile for winter.

And I’m often the foolish bridesmaid who is looking to my 
friends to see if they have any oil to spare for my lamp. 

I can easily identify with those who are left on the outside 
looking in.  It is hurtful imagining Jesus saying to me, “I do 
not know you.”

Because I believe compassion and grace are core 
components of Jesus Christ, I am forced to look deeper 
into my interpretation of this parable.  It seems that we 
are looking at priorities.  For Matthew’s gospel, the oil may 
indeed reflect good deeds.  This parable asks us, “What 
do we realize spiritually through our participation in good 
deeds?”  And conversely, “What are we lacking in perception 
when we remain idle in works for others?”

As we continue to look at thankfulness as an overriding 
theme in worship, this Sunday I’ll be preaching on “The 
Priority of Thanksgiving” as we look together at this gospel 
reading.  As always, there will be four opportunities for you 
to hear it on Sunday morning - and more if you livestream 
our Facebook feed or watch it later at your leisure.  Trey 
Witzel will be preaching at the Late Night service at 7 pm 
and I would encourage you to drop in if you miss Sunday 
morning!

In Christ,

Sam

Check out Sam’s Blog here:  http://precedinggrace.blogspot.com.

Okay, I have my moments but I’m not this bad!



SHOEBOXES
Youth are in need of shoesboxes. Contact Erica for more 
information.
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PASTORS’ BIBLE STUDY
Wednesdays  |  6 pm  |  Room 108 CAC
Beginning November 8th, Rev. Trey Witzel will start a 4 
week study on Micah. Join in on this great study!

“GOOD GRIEF” SUPPORT GROUP
Thursday,  November  9 | 10 - 11 am |  Rm. 314
If you are coping with the  loss of a loved one, come 
be a part of a group of  folks who care about you and 
how you have been coping with your loss/change in 
life. Support group, facilitated by Revs. John Corbin 
and Don Vaught, sharing will be kept confidential. 

CANCER SUPPORT GROUP
Friday,  November  17 | 10 - 11 am |  Rm. 314
If cancer is a part of your life, do not cope alone; you  
have a church and a cancer support group that is  there 
for you! Items discussed will be confidential.  Come 
find out more about fellowship, increased  awareness, 
healing, optimism, strength, understanding and 
growing together.

SAVE YOUR COATS!
Getting a new coat?  Please save your old coat!  
We will soon have a Coat Drive that will benefit 
our local FUMC ministries.  Thank you!

UNITED METHODIT WOMEN
Wednesday, November 15th | 1 pm | Rm. 118B
Join us for the next United Methodist Women meeting! 
Program is World Thank Offering. An activity will be 
part of our program by the Mission Chair Louise Kelley. 
All are invited to come. Also mark your calendar for 
our Christmas lunch to be held on Wed. Dec. 6th.  

FUMC POLOS
If you ordered a T-shirt or polo, they will be available 
for pickup in the CAC on Wednesday, and in Wesley 
Hall on Sunday.
 
THANK YOU
Dear Congregation of FUMC,
During my recovery from hip surgery I have been 
blessedly swamped with prayers, visits, cards and 
phone calls.  These have all kept my spirits high and left 
me feeling overwhelmed with blessings.  Thank you is 
all I can say, but it comes from the heart.
Love and blessings to you all, Kay Bost

Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org

EDMOND 1st

FRIENDS
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PLEDGE DRIVE UPDATE
We have had 238 pledges for a total amount of 
$921,326.  We’re still accepting pledges and if you wish 
to pledge or have questions, contact Aimee Hallenbeck 
at finance@fumcedmond.org or 405-341-0107. 

UMM BREAKFAST
Saturday, November 11  |  8 am  |  CAC
Join the United Methodist Men on Saturday for a delicious 
breakfast with scrambled eggs, biscuits and gravy, coffee, 
orange juice, milk, fellowship, and a fantastic speaker.

MYSTERY DINNER THEATRE THIS FRIDAY
Don’t forget! This Friday, November 10, At 6:30 Spirit Act 
presents “And So They Had None” By Robert Alan Ward. 
Great evening out for dinner and the theatre. Haven’t made 
reservations? Come anyway!

CROP WALK THANK YOU
The Annual Edmond CROP Walk was held on Sunday 
afternoon, Nov. 5th at Mitch Park.  FUMC was well 
represented with approximately 40 walkers!  Thank 
you to all who participated by walking or donating to 
help fight hunger in Edmond and around the world.
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GIVING TREE COMING THIS MONTH

Now that we are in November, Christmas is right 
around the corner and our Giving Tree will be 
up in the Sanctuary and Wesley Hall Foyer on 
November 19.  This will be your opportunity to 
select a card from the tree and provide a gift for 
those within and beyond our community.   Gift 
cards on the tree will be available for 2 weeks, 
Nov. 19 – Dec. 3.  This year your Church and 
Society Committee has decided to once again 
support Christmas Grace Program (under the 
Methodist Church’s Skyline Urban Ministries) 
and The Heifer Project.  There will be a few 
additional cards on our trees providing board 
games to Sunset Elementary.

Christmas Grace provides Christmas gifts 
to families who register thru Skyline.  These families are 
screened and only allowed to participate every other year 
in this program.  Our church will receive lists from several 
families and  a card for each person will be placed on the 
tree.  Price range will be $30-$50.  Gifts need to be wrapped 
(except for Sunset Elementary Board Games) with Giving 
Tree cards attached.  They are due back to the church on 
Dec. 3. 

The Heifer Project International is a non-profit organization 
dedicated to ending world hunger and poverty and caring 
for the earth.  They provide livestock, trees, training and 

other resources to help struggling families build sustainable 
futures.  Plus, each family who receives an animal agrees to 
give one of their animal’s offspring to another family.  Our 
gift cards will allow you to make a contribution towards the 
purchase of an animal (the cards will reflect a range $10-
$150, but any contribution will be welcome).

We hope that our Giving Tree will not only provide a touch 
of Christ’s love to those outside of our church family but 
to those within our church family as well.  This is a great 
opportunity to enrich your Christmas season.  Thank you!  
Janie Johnson (396-2458) or Carol Crisp (341-4014)
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 8                                                                     
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
5:30 pm  Wednesday Night Dinner, CAC
6:00 pm  Jesus in the Gospels, M 313/314
6:00 pm  Pastors’ Bible Study (Book of Ruth), CAC 108 
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 9                                                                        
9:30 am  Preschool Chapel, Sanctuary
10:00 am Encore Choir, Choir Room
10:00 am “Good Greif” Support Group, M 314
6:00 pm  Mystery Dinner Rehearsal, CAC
6:30 pm                 Preschool Open House, Annex & Main Floor

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 10                                                                        
9:00 am  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
7:00 pm                 Encore Choir, Choir Room

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 11                                                                             
All Day  Charge Conference
8:00 am  UMM Breakfast, CAC

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 12                                                                               
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:45 am  Sunday School Classes
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
1:00 pm  Church & Society, M 118B
2:00 pm  Trustees, 116B
4:00 pm  Disciple I, M 316
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B
7:00 pm  Late Night on Hurd, Wesley Hall

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 13                                                                          
9:00 am  Moms Group Meeting, Wesley Hall
12:00 pm Sr. Volleyball, CAC
6:30 pm  Moms Group, Wesley Hall
6:45 pm  Bell Choir Practice, M 104B
7:00 pm   Scouts, CAC

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 14                                                                      
9:00 am   Archives Committee, Archive Room
10:00 am Senior Connection Meeting, 118B
1:00 pm  UMW Wesleyan Circle, M 118B
6:30 pm  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
7:00 pm  Preschool Meeting, 316

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 15                                                                     
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
9:00 am  Ice Angels
12:00 pm UMW Executive Meeting, M 116B
1:00 pm  UMW Unit Meeting, M 118B
5:30 pm  Wednesday Night Dinner, CAC
6:00 pm  Jesus in the Gospels, M 313/314
6:00 pm  Pastors’ Bible Study (Book of Ruth), CAC 108 
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center
WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER | 5:30 PM

NOVEMBER 8
Chili, United Methodist Men Fundraiser.

NOVEMBER 15
TBA

COST: DONATION

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (October 5, 2017)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 215
Worship Service – 9:45 am 59
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 90
Worship Service – 11:00 am 140
Nursery 11
The Late Night Service 39

Total 554
Sunday School 264

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Daniel Latiolais transfered 
membership from the Roman 

Catholic Church to FUMC.


