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The Messenger

THE PRESENCE OF GOD IN THE MIDST OF 
SUFFERING 
     I am one who has seen affliction
        under the rod of God’s wrath;
    he has driven and brought me
        into darkness without any light;
    against me alone he turns his hand,
        again and again, all day long.
                                     Lamentations 3:1-3 (NRSV)

This word from Lamentations speaks not of how we 
imagine the character of God but of the despair that 
human beings sometimes feel.  Jeremiah or a prophet 
close to him speaks of the emotional and spiritual void 
following the destruction of the capital city of Jerusalem 
and God’s Temple which resided there.  These are words 
which most human beings unfortunately experience in 
some form or fashion as none of us escape suffering 
unless we refuse to love.

I suppose that people who have been hurt may refuse 
to love others for fear of being hurt again.  Ultimately, 
our loved ones will leave us as we pass from this life to 
the next.  It is painful and inevitable.

But when tragedies strike, such as the recent hurricanes 
or earthquake, we are left reeling knowing that we could 
have been dealt this tragic blow but somehow escaped.  
The recent mass murder in Las Vegas is an unfortunate 
punctuation of suffering for an already hurting world.

One of the common threads of inquiry surrounding the 
Vegas shooting is the search for meaning.  Right after it 
occurred, even though the shooter likely took his own 
life, we begin to seek out some kind of rationale.  Was 
he connected with terrorist activity?  Was he a violent 
person?  Did he have a history of mental illness?  What 
was his motive?

What we are trying to do is to solve the “why” behind this 
tragedy.  Human beings like order and when someone 
acts irrationally, it disturbs us in profound ways.  If a 
grudge against country music fans were somehow 
determined, it wouldn’t change the horrible act but it 
would allow our brains to cope with it more easily.

As we seek to cope with all this recent tragedy, one 
of the ways that is common is to disengage.  We try 
to ignore it and hopefully it won’t touch us.  When 
we do this, we become more akin to the priest or the 

Levite in Jesus’ 
parable than 
to the good 
S a m a r i t a n .  
Rather, the 
C h r i s t i a n 
call is to 
compassion.  
We seek to 
offer a helping 
hand to those 
in need - even 
if it is just a 
shoulder to 
cry on. This 
is exhausting 
but we do so 
because it is 
needed in a 
hurting world.  
We realize that it 
could just as easily 
be us weeping.

As we continue to pray for those suffering - as we 
continue to give toward those seeking recovery 
from natural disasters - we become a part of the 
resurrection story with which we view the world.  We 
may not understand why tragedies happen but we can 
understand our response.

Our narrative fits with the author of Lamentations who 
moves from despair to hope later in the chapter:

    I called on your name, O Lord,
        from the depths of the pit;
    you heard my plea, “Do not close your ear
        to my cry for help, but give me relief!”
    You came near when I called on you;
        you said, “Do not fear!”
    You have taken up my cause, O Lord,
        you have redeemed my life. 
                                       Lamentations 3:55-58 (NRSV)

In Christ,
Sam

Check out Sam’s Blog here:  http://precedinggrace.blogspot.com.

The flags flying at half-mast
remind us that we are

a people who care for others.
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RANDOM ACTS OF KINDNESS
Random Acts of Kindness will meet on Thursday, 
October 5, 2017 at 6 pm at Earls BBQ  located at 2121 
S. Broadway, Edmond. 

CROP WALK- SAVE THE DATE- NOVEMBER 5
Packets will be available Sunday in the Foyer.

ADOPT-A-STREET
The final Adopt-A-Street will be October 28. More 
information to come.

SAVE THE DATE! FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 10!
Spirit Act will present “And Then They Had None” a 
mystery dinner theatre. Come for an evening of very 
funny entertainment and a delicious dinner. This is one 
you won’t want to miss!

Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org

EDMOND 1st

FRIENDS
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FUMC SHIRTS
Our mission at Edmond First is to connect people 
with God and neighbors.  We connect with God and 
neighbor through worship, service, and fellowship, 
and one of the ways we are highlighting these 
connections is by raising our visibility and pride in the 
life of the church.  It is with this in mind that we are 
getting new church shirts!

I know, in the grand scheme of things, church shirts 
seem quaint at best and insignificant at worst.  But 
these shirts help spread the good news that our church 
is alive in worship, active in service, and attractive in 
fellowship.  It’s our hope that these shirts would be 
worn both in everyday life and specifically when you 
are representing our church in the community.

We are offering two options in shirts.  The first is a 
t-shirt for $10 with our mission statement on the front.  
The second is a polo for $20 with our church logo 
embroidered on it.  We will be offering t-shirts in both 
children and adult sizes, with a special offer of buy 3, 
get the 4th free if you order on Sunday mornings at 
the welcome desk.  You can also order via our website. 
We will be taking orders until October 29th.

EILEEN’S FOR E-GIVING
Stewardship begins this Sunday!
Aimee will be in the east wing during Sunday School 
with information and sign ups for e-Giving. For every 
sign-up, new or renewal, be sure to pick up your 
Eileen’s cookie! Help us reach this year’s goal of 55% 
e-Giving pledges!
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MUSIC MINISTRY UPDATE
Andrew Schaeffer, Director of Music Ministries
andrew@fumcedmond.org

New Adult Choir Forming!
Our Chancel Choir works tirelessly to learn anthems for 
presentation at services nearly every Sunday.  While 
fun and rewarding, it can be a steep commitment 
for some who either don’t have the time, or feel as 
though their musical background is lacking.  We now 
have three choirs geared towards children, so why 
not another adult choir?  I feel as though it’s time to 
provide our growing congregation with another option 
to engage in musical leadership - that’s why I’m looking 
to launch a choir aimed at “seasoned” voices.

This group, which will meet weekly on either Tuesday or 
Thursday mornings, will place a big emphasis on growing 
as musicians and disciples through fun and fellowship 
in a low-pressure environment.  The repertoire will 
consist of many popular Gospel & Spiritual hymns, in 
addition to some modern-day, simple anthems.  Ideally, 
this group will not only provide musical leadership at 
the 8:30 service approximately twice a quarter, but 
will serve as an outreach of the congregation, such as 
visiting nursing homes.

If you are interested in hearing more about it, please 
contact me at either 405.341.0107 ext. 116 or andrew@
fumcedmond.org

UMM BREAKFAST
Saturday, October 14  |  8 am  |  CAC
Join the United Methodist Men on Saturday for a delicious 
breakfast with scrambled eggs, biscuits and gravy, coffee, 
orange juice, milk, fellowship, and a fantastic speaker, John 
Doerner.

J o h n 
became a 
C h r i s t i a n 
in 1976 
through the 
Fellowship 
of Christian 
A t h l e t e s .  
John is a 
husband for Cristy, father for sons Ryan and Trent and father-
in-law for their wives Kaitlyn and Leandra.  John and Cristy 
recently became grandparents for Hank, first son of Ryan 
and Kaitlyn.  John’s home town is Duncan, Oklahoma and 
attended Oklahoma State University where he played varsity 
football and received a chemical engineering degree in 1983.  
John and Cristy met in college and have been married for 36 
years.  John has been employed by ExxonMobil for 35 years 
and has had many US and worldwide assignments.  John and 
Cristy have been attending Edmond First United Methodist 
Church since returning to Oklahoma in 2013.  Outside of 
work, John is serving on the Board of Directors for Oklahoma 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes; and the Oklahoma State 
University, College of Engineering, Architecture and 
Technology Advisory Council.  

IMPACT REPORT
This year’s 
pledge drive 
will include an 
impact report.  
A hard copy is 
being mailed 
to each church 
m e m b e r 
and we have 
included the 
pdf file of 
the impact 
report with 
the e-version 
of The 
Messenger this 
week.  We are 
excited about 
all of the great things going on at Edmond FUMC and we 
thought this would be an informative way to share them 
with you!  We would ask that you prayerfully consider what 
you would give back to God in 2018 and return your pledge 
to the church by October 29th.  You may fill out your pledge 
online at the following link: www.fumcedmond.org/2017-
pledge-drive or you may email it to the church Business 
Manager, Aimee Hallenbeck at finance@fumcedmond.org.  
We appreciate how God continues to work through our 
various ministries and ask for you to join us in praying for a 
successful campaign!
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 4                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
9:00 am  Mary Martha Circle, M 118B
5:30 pm  Evangelism Meeting
5:30 pm  Wednesday Fellowship Dinner, CAC
6:00 pm  Jesus in the Gospels, M 313/314
6:00 pm  Pastors’ Bible Study, CAC 108 
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 5                                                                        
9:30 am  Preschool Chapel, Sanctuary

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 6                                                                         
9:00 am  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 8                                                                              
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:45 am  Sunday School Classes
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
1:00 pm  Mystery Dinner Rehearsal, CAC 
2:00 pm  Trustees, M 116B
4:00 pm  Cub Scout PRAY Program, CAC 209/210
4:00 pm  Disciple I, M 316
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B
7:00 pm  Late Night on Hurd, Wesley Hall

MONDAY, OCTOBER 9                                                                               
9:00 am  Moms Group Meeting, Wesley Hall
12:00 pm Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
6:00 pm  Moms Group Meeting, Wesley Hall
6:45 pm  Bell Choir Practice, M 104B
7:00 pm   Scout Troop 77, CAC

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 10                                                                          
9:00 am  Archives Committee
10:00 am Senior Connection Meeting, M 118B
1:00 pm  UMAW - Wesleyan Circle, M 118B
6:30 pm   Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
7:00 pm   Preschool Meeting, M 316

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 11                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
1:00 pm  UMW - Friendship Circle, M 118B
5:30 pm  Wednesday Fellowship Dinner, CAC
6:00 pm  Jesus in the Gospels, M 313/314
6:00 pm  Pastors’ Bible Study, CAC 108 
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER | 5:30 PM

OCTOBER 4
Pizza - Youth Fundraiser

OCTOBER 11
Breakfast for Dinner- UMM Fundraiser

COST: DONATION

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (October 1, 2017)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 189
Worship Service – 9:45 am 46
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 72
Worship Service – 11:00 am 182
Nursery 12
The Late Night Service 22

Total 523
Sunday School 250WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Sheila Schick transferred 
from St. Luke’s UMC.

Paula Blackstock 
transferred from First 

Presbyterian in Edmond.


