
BEING A PART OF THE BODY 
OF CHRIST
This Sunday is World Communion 
Sunday which is observed by a 
variety of denominations around 
the globe.  The emphasis is on the 
fact that we are part of the larger 
Body of Christ as the church.  
Sometimes we get caught up 
in our own denomination and 
we forget that there is a larger 
universal witness to which we 
belong.

One of the things on which 
The United Methodist Church is focused is the special called 
General Conference of 2019 to be held in February in St. Louis.  
You may have read about it in Sunday’s Oklahoman.  The topic 
is human sexuality and more specifically, how the church 
responds to our LGBTQ neighbors and their families.  The 
Council of Bishops put together a special Commission to tackle 
how we might best pursue our future as a denomination.  
While all in our church would seek to include LGBTQ neighbors 
in the life of the church, there are differences of opinion on 
what that should look like.

Currently, our polity (found in the Book of Discipline which is 
updated every four years) prohibits same gender weddings.  
Gay or lesbian clergy who are in a committed relationship are 
not permitted to serve in our denomination.  Some believe 
that this is the correct understanding and others believe that 
such a stance is not the best practice for inclusion of those 
outside the church.

The Commission on A Way Forward has developed two plans 
(The One Church Plan and the Connectional Conference 
Plan) with a third (the Traditionalist Plan) being adopted by 
the Commission but not written by the Commission.  Other 
legislation has also been submitted to the 2019 General 
Conference surrounding this issue but these three plans seem 
to garner the most attention since they are being presented by 
the body that has studied it the most.

There will be a special conference gathering this Friday, October 
5th at St. Luke’s United Methodist Church in Oklahoma City 
from 2 to 4 pm.  As one of the seven clergy delegates elected 
to this called General Conference, I will also be present at this 
meeting.  If you want to register to attend the free event, you 

can do so online.  

If you are unable to attend, 
our church will be having our 
own meeting surrounding this 
issue sometime after October.  
My reason for delay is that the 
Judicial Council will be ruling in 
late October on whether these 
plans will require constitutional 
amendments or not.  The 
significance of this ruling is that 
a constitutional amendment will 
require a 2/3 majority rather than 
a simple majority.  Furthermore, 

it would require a 2/3 majority of all of the voting members of 
all of the annual conferences across the denomination which 
is world-wide.  We know that the Connectional Conference 
plan will require constitutional amendments and so the 
likelihood of it passing is not very strong.  The word “longshot” 
comes to mind.  If all three of the plans require constitutional 
amendments, it is very likely that none of them will pass.  This 
means that our current language and stance would remain in 
effect.  So it may be better to wait on learning the details until 
we hear a ruling from the Judicial Council.  This is why we are 
waiting to discuss it in our church.

So while this is a contentious issue, I would remind us of 
Sunday’s celebration.  World Communion Sunday is one of my 
favorite days and I will be preaching on the idea of the prayer of 
the Holy Spirit that clergy pray when they are consecrating the 
elements.  We pray, “By your Spirit, make us one with Christ, 
one with each other and one in ministry to all the world.”  We 
kneel at the same altar rail.  We don’t all agree on the various 
issues of the day.  We do all profess faith in the risen Lord.  Isn’t 
this stronger than any of our differences?  The apostle Paul 
seemed to think so.

I do as well!

I hope you’ll join us this Sunday as we remember who we are 
and whose we are and how we are connected around the 
planet!

In Christ,
Sam

Check out more of Sam’s blog articles at www.precedinggrace.
blogspot.com.

October 3, 2018  •  Volume 30, Issue 38

M a i l i n g  A d d r e s s    P. O .  B o x  3 9 0 ,  E d m o n d ,  O K   7 3 0 8 3
P h y s i c a l  A d d r e s s    3 0 5  E .  H u r d ,  E d m o n d ,  O K  7 3 0 3 4

P h o n e  4 0 5 - 3 4 1 - 0 1 0 7   |   F a x  4 0 5 - 3 4 8 - 7 9 2 1
W e b  w w w. f u m c e d m o n d . o r g   |   E m a i l  i n f o @ f u m c e d m o n d . o r g

The Messenger



The Messenger                               October 3, 2018

RANDOM ACTS OF KINDNESS
Random Acts of Kindness Ladies will be meeting at 
Schlotzsky’s on Danforth in Edmond, Thursday, October 
4, 2018 at 6 pm. See everyone there.  Any questions 
call Marie 249-1107

UMW
Attention United Methodist Women (UMW) No 
October Unit Meeting. The executive meeting will be 
held at 11:30 on October 17 in the Library.

STUDY ON WESLEYAN THEOLOGY
Come and find out this Wednesday from 6 to 7 pm 
about our theology behind Christian baptism.  Why 
don’t United Methodists re-baptize?  Why do we 
baptize infants?  What happens to people who die 
unbaptized?  All of these and more will be answered 
on October 3rd!  Bring any questions you might have 
to hear Sam and Trey’s responses to this important 
sacrament of the church!

SAVE THE DATE
Save the date for October 28!  We are excited to host 
our annual Serve the Lord event to showcase the 
various opportunities for you to serve at Edmond First 
United Methodist Church!  We hope you make plans to 
attend this incredible event and sign up for a new way 
to serve this year.
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WESLEY AUCTION AND GALA
College and young adult life are trying times. They are 
full of fond memories with friends, terrible heartache, 
uncertainty, love, and so much more. The Wesley Campus 
Ministry at the University of Central Oklahoma would like to 
invite you to be a part of the spiritual support of our college 
and young adult ministry. We would like to invite you to the 
Wesley Auction & Gala on October 13th. The Auction and 
Gala will take place at the University of Central Oklahoma 
Nigh University Center in the Grand Ballroom at 6:15 pm. 
All funds raised the night of the Gala will go to provide food, 
curriculum, school supplies, mission experiences, and other 
events for our college students. 

You can purchase tickets at www.ucowesley.net or at the 
Edmond First United Methodist Church between now 
and October 10th. If you have a business and would like 
to sponsor a table in exchange for advertisement, contact 
Michaela Drain at (405) 306-6009 or email at michaela@
fumcedmond.org.  We hope that you will consider attending 
the Gala to support our college ministry efforts.  

Ticket costs: $40 for individual, or $75 for a couple.

2018 EDMOND CROP WALK
Sunday, October 14  |  2:00 pm  |  Mitch Park
Sign-up packets are available in the lobby and outside 
the sanctuary in the East Wing during September.  Online 
registration is available at www.crophungerwalk.org/
edmondok. The event is for all ages. Donations are welcome.

HOLY YOGA EVERY WEDNESDAY IN OCTOBER 
Last Spring we did a trial run of practicing yoga as a spiritual 
discipline, and it was a huge hit!  Now that Fall is upon us, 
we’re starting back up again, with the hopes that it’ll become 
a weekly time of prayer and community.  Starting at 9:20 
am, we will connecting with God through contemplative 
movement, music, and meditation.  We are asking for a $5 
donation for our instructor’s time, but don’t let that be a 
hinderance!  Looking forward to seeing you all as we connect 
with ourselves and God!



Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org

EDMOND 1st

FRIENDS
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WORSHIP AND MUSIC MINISTRY UPDATE
Andrew Schaeffer, Director of Music Ministries     (andrew@
fumcedmond.org)

World Communion Sunday
With the arrival of fall, we now enter a busy time of the church 
(liturgical) year that will culminate with the arrival of Advent 
on December 2.  The first festival day we will observe is World 
Communion Sunday, which is this Sunday, October 7. At the three 
traditional services, we will celebrate with hymns and choral music 
that will stress the unity, resolve, and love we share with Christians 
across the globe through the mysterious yet palpable gift of Holy 
Communion.  

If you’re interested in reading more about this special day, I 
encourage you to read the following article from the UMC website: 
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/world-communion-sunday-
a-celebration-of-unity-and-service

New Liturgical Music
We’ll also mark World Communion Sunday by returning to 
Communion Setting E in the United Methodist Hymnal.  It’s a setting 
we’ve used often in the past and I hope it’s a refreshing return.  Since 
October also coincides with our annual Stewardship campaign, we’ll 
be singing a new Doxology that stresses the importance of sharing 
our gifts as a community.  

The youth have been 
learning about creative 
ways to pray and the 
importance of prayer. 
Last week, Bethany 
taught us how to pray 
through prayer stations. 
This Wednesday, we will 
hear from one of our 
college students, KC Curry, on how taking time to listen in 
quiet is important. She will be teaching on being joyful in 
solitude and rest. We will be taking a journey to Shannon 
Miller Park just to the Southwest of the church a block for 
programming. 

SAVE THE DATE
District Youth Rally @ Canyon Camp | October 14th
We will meet at the church and be gone from 2:30-7:15pm
$5 and a sack lunch. 

ALL CHURCH RETREAT AT CANYON CAMP
It seemed like over the summer we were commissioning 
groups from our children and youth programs to go to 
camp every worship service.  Camping ministries is a 
huge part of our faith formation for our church—I have 
a colleague who likes to say that it is easier to grow 
closer with God in the five days at camp than any other 
time.  The removal of distractions, the dedication to 
spiritual disciplines, the simple yet profound impact of 
just having fun, it’s what makes camp, well, camp.

It is this love of camp that led our staff to decide to hold 
an all-church retreat at Canyon Camp November 3-4th.  
We will all arrive down in the Canyon Saturday morning 
and depart following our own worship service Sunday 
morning.  The focus for the retreat will be connecting to 
God through nature and growing closer with your fellow 
Edmond First siblings.

Cost for meals for the retreat will cost $30 per person, 
and we have a few different sleeping options ranging 
from the beautiful Hardt Lodge, the brand new cabins, 
or, for our more adventurous folk, tent camping!  The 
break down of costs per person are as below:

Tent camping (must bring personal tent) 
     $5 per person (plus $30 per person for meals)

Bunk in Cabin
   $30 per person (ages 1-7 $20) (plus $30 per person for meals)

Single in Hardt Lodge
     $60 (plus $30 per person for meals)

Double in Hardt Lodge
     $40 per person (plus $30 per person for meals)

Triple in Hardt Lodge
     $35 per person (plus $30 per person for meals)

Quad in Hardt Lodge
     $32 per person (plus $30 per person for meals)

I pray that you would consider coming to the all-church 
retreat.  Registration can be found on the church website 
at www.fumcedmond.org.  If you have any questions, 
please email me at trey@fumcedmond.org.  
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 3                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
9:20 am  Holy Yoga, Wesley Hall
5:15 pm  Wednesday Night Dinner
6:00 pm  Various Bible Studies
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, M 3rd Floor
7:00 pm  Nominating Committee, M 116B
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 4                                                                          
9:30 pm  Preschool Chapel, Sanctuary
6:00 pm  UMW - Random Acts of Kindness

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 7                                                                              
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:45 am  Sunday School 
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
12:00 pm Coffee with the Clergy, Reception Area
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

MONDAY, OCTOBER 8                                                                              
9:15 am  Moms Group Meeting, Wesley Hall
6:30 pm  Moms Group Meeting, Wesley Hall
6:45 pm  Bell Choir Practice, M 104B
7:00 pm  Scouts, CAC

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 9                                                                         
10:00 am Senior Connection Meeting, M 118B
1:00 pm  UMW Wesleyan Circle, M 118B
6:30 pm  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 3                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
9:20 am  Holy Yoga, Wesley Hall
1:00 pm  UMW - Friendship Circle, M 118B
5:15 pm  Wednesday Night Dinner
6:00 pm  Various Bible Studies
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER | 5:15 PM

OCTOBER 3
TBA

OCTOBER 10 
Pizza, Youth Fundraiser

COST: DONATION

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (September 30, 2018)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 190
Worship Service – 9:45 am 52
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 90
Worship Service – 11:00 am 155
Nursery 10

Total 497
Sunday School 247

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Bob & Babara Uehlein 
joined by transfer from 
another denomination.

5099422

Lance Hiltbrand, and his 
wife Mansi joined.  Lance by 
transfer from another UMC 
and his wife was baptized/

profession of faith. Their three 
children, Anya, Bolan, and 
Callan were also baptized.


