
TAKE HEART, GET UP, HE IS 
CALLING YOU 
Lectionary Reading: Mark 10:46-52 
(NRSV)

How we find a relationship with 
Jesus presents itself in today’s 
reading. Blind Bartimaeus is a good 
representation of you and me. We 
are generally unenlightened until 
we are called forth by Jesus to a 
new life of discipleship.

Of course, this doesn’t apply nearly as well when a person 
has been raised knowing Jesus within a church culture.  It is 
hard to repent of a lifestyle if that lifestyle has always included 
elements of worship, study, prayer, service and repentance.  
Can you be blind if you have always known Jesus?

Sometimes, we can be so comfortable with our faith that it is 
no longer challenging and we adapt Christianity to mirror our 
lives.  In the old days, churches would hold revivals so as to 
wake people up (or let them see again).  Often, someone other 
than the regular pastor would be brought in to preach - likely 
so the preacher could assume the role of the prophet rather 
than the priest.  

Within these roles, the priest is often the one that brings 
comfort to the listener while the prophet is the one who seeks 
to bring transformation.  Of course, no one likes change.  The 
prophet is likely as not to step on some toes.

My particular role dips back and forth between the two 
hopefully in a way that moves the congregation forward while 
keeping the majority from deciding that my style is not too 
abrasive.  It can be a bit of a tightrope at times.

As we remind ourselves of our vows to give, this is an area 
where we may all need some movement.  I know of plenty of 
examples where pastors have flubbed the stewardship message.  
It is not too difficult to offend people by talking about money.  
And so, many pastors ignore the subject all together because 
they may decide that it is too risky.  However, Jesus talks quite a 
bit about money.  If I am to be faithful, it needs to be addressed.

Giving is about our priorities.  When we talk about our priorities 
in life, we usually rank God first (at least when we’re talking 
in Sunday school).  Then comes family and maybe country or 
work or school depending upon the person.  But if God were 
really first in our lives, wouldn’t our spending better reflect 

this?  As we pledge, there may be 
too many years where our pledge 
remains the same.  Occasionally, 
our income may go down and so 
keeping it the same is a sacrifice as 
we are giving a greater percentage 
of our income.  It may be that our 
resources have largely remained the 
same in which case, this might also 
be appropriate.  Most people grow 
in their earning capacity and so our 

giving capacity should also reflect this.

One of the most common reasons for a lack of increase has to 
do with whether or not one likes the pastor.  If the pastor is well-
liked, the giving may increase.  If the pastor is not appreciated, 
sometimes people begin to withhold their money.  Their hopes 
may be that if the church begins to tank, this will put pressure 
on the powers that be to send a new pastor.  Unfortunately, 
people are confusing their gifts to God with gifts to the pastor.  
If you go to a restaurant, you may skimp on the tip if the service 
was bad but you still have to take care of the bill.  And so, if you 
withhold your gift, it is kind of like giving God a bad tip.

I believe that our gift to God should not be influenced by the 
likeability of the pastor.  If this is the case, there are always 
things to be upset about.  The length of the sermon, the color 
of the carpet, the new programming - all of these variables may 
or may not please.  God’s faithfulness is eternal and deserves 
better than our gift changing with our mood.

These last few paragraphs were an example of prophetic 
writing.  As I shift back into the priestly role, I do want to praise 
our congregation on how we have moved forward in our 
giving.  Our percentage of e-giving likely leads our conference 
if not our denomination.  Our percentage of active members 
who pledge is also outstanding!

This Sunday, I’ll finish our stewardship series as we examine 
our love of our neighbors, ourselves and God.  We’ve already 
covered neighbor and self and so this Sunday we’ll examine 
our love of God.  Blind Bartimaeus gives us a clue on grace and 
our response.  I hope you’ll join us on Sunday and I’ll do my 
best not to tromp on any of your toes!
In Christ,
Sam

Check out more of Sam’s blog articles at www.precedinggrace.blogspot.com.
Photo by Mike Schmid via Flickr.com.  Used under the Creative Commons 
license.
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BOOK SIGNING
Rev. Paul Hamilton will be holding a book signing of his 
book, Fathers, Monsters, and Sons, during the Serve 
the Lord with Gladness on Sunday, October 28.  Make 
sure to visit his table in the CAC and purchase your 
book and get it signed!

“GOOD GRIEF” SUPPORT GROUP
Thursday,  October 25 | 10 - 11 am |  Rm. 314
If you are coping with the  loss of a loved one, come 
be a part of a group of  folks who care about you and 
how you have been coping with your loss/change in 
life. Support group, facilitated by Revs. John Corbin 
and Don Vaught, sharing will be kept confidential.

FUNERAL NOTICE
Eldon Powers passed away on Saturday, October 20. 
The funeral will be on  Saturday, October 27th at 2:00 
pm at Boston Avenue United Methodist Church in 
Tulsa.

FAREWELL LUNCH
We will be hosting a lunch on November 18th directly 
after the 11:00 service in the CAC for Worship and 
Music Ministry Director, Andrew Schaeffer.  It will be 
a potluck lunch and we are asking that people bring a 
food item according to this letter chart:  A-D cookies, 
E-L salad/vegetable, M-T casserole, U-Z  bread.

NOISY OFFERING
The Noisy Offering is coming this Sunday! Please bring 
your spare coins to worship for this collection.
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PLEDGE CARDS
As we begin our pledge season, our culture has been to 
send in pledge cards before the end of the month.  Online 
or E(lectronic) giving has become a real strength of our 
budget.  As attendance patterns for worship lean toward 
being out of town more, our E giving helps us to stay steady 
in paying for our expenses.  Our church now has over 50% 
of what we receive from our membership through E giving.  
The great thing is that you don’t have to worry about getting 
behind!  I hope you’ll take the time to prayerfully fill out 
your pledge card for 2019 and send it back in or drop it in 
Sunday’s offering plate!

ALL CHURCH MEETING ON A WAY FOR-
WARD
The United Methodist Church as a denomination is 
gathering for a special session of General Conference 
in February to discuss our rules regarding human 
sexuality.  This is primarily surrounding people who 
identify other than heterosexual.  The main issues 
have to do with marriage and ordination.  There are 
three plans that have come out from the Commission 
on A Way Forward but other plans will also be 
considered.  Fourteen Oklahomans will be voting at 
this special session (seven clergy and seven laity).  
Sam Powers was elected to serve as one of the clergy 
in 2015.  He would like to invite our congregation to 
meet in order to discuss the special conference, the 
rationale behind the various plans and the likelihood 
of what our future will look like.  We will gather in 
Wesley Hall on Sunday, November 11 at 2:00 pm.  We 
are asking that you send in a reservation of how many 
in your family will attend to info@fumcedmond.org.  
If it looks like too large a group, we will need to meet 
in the CAC.  Stay tuned for further details!



Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org

EDMOND 1st

FRIENDS
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Sunday, October 28th 
District Dance and Bon Fire @ Red Rock/Calumet 
$5 
Meet in Wesley Hall at 3pm and return around 8:30pm
RSVP to Erica by October 24th

Wednesday, October 24th
Seniors to FlatTire
The Seniors will be starting their new Bible study this 
week as a group. They will meet at the church at 6pm and 
walk together to FlatTire with their teachers. They will be 
getting ice-cream and getting to know each other as the 
start this new journey.  No money needed for the night.

ALL CHURCH 
RETREAT AT 
CANYON CAMP
We will hold an 
all-church retreat 
at Canyon Camp 
November 3-4th.  
The retreat begins 
at Canyon on 
Saturday morning 
and depart following our own worship service Sunday morning. 
The focus for the retreat will be connecting to God through 
nature and growing closer with your fellow Edmond First siblings.

Cost for meals for the retreat will cost $30 per person, and 
we have a few different sleeping options ranging from the 
beautiful Hardt Lodge, the brand new cabins, or, tent camping!  
The break down of costs per person are as below (add $30 per 
person for meals):

Tent camping (must bring 
personal tent) 

     $5 per person 

Bunk in Cabin
   $30 per person (ages 1-7 

$20) Single in Hardt Lodge

      $60 
Double in Hardt Lodge
     $40 per person Triple in 
Hardt Lodge
     $35 per person Quad in 
Hardt Lodge
     $32 per person 

I pray that you would consider coming to the all-church retreat.  
Registration can be found on the church website at www.
fumcedmond.org.  If you have any questions, please email me 
at trey@fumcedmond.org.  

HOLY YOGA EVERY WEDNESDAY IN OCTOBER 
Last Spring we did a trial run of practicing yoga as a 
spiritual discipline, and it was a huge hit!  Now that Fall 
is upon us, we’re starting back up again, with the hopes 
that it’ll become a weekly time of prayer and community.  
Starting at 9:20 am, we will connecting with God through 
contemplative movement, music, and meditation.  We 
are asking for a $5 donation for our instructor’s time, 
but don’t let that be a hinderance!  Looking forward to 
seeing you all as we connect with ourselves and God!

SERVE THE LORD WITH GLADNESS
Edmond FUMC believes that our prime purpose is to 
connect people with God and neighbor as these were 
the top commandments given by Jesus in the Gospels. 
We do this through a great variety of mission, service 
and ministry opportunities to the local community and 
beyond.

Join us this Sunday, October 28 for our annual Serve the 
Lord with Gladness event!  Visit the CAC Gym from 9:30 
to 11 am to learn about the various ways that you can 
serve within and outside our church.  All Sunday School 
classes will attend Serve the Lord with Gladness instead 
of class, and bagels, donuts, and fruit will be available.  
Can’t make it on Sunday? Pick up a Serve the Lord with 
Gladness booklet in the foyer any time to see the serving 
opportunities and sign up.  
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 24                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
9:20 am  Holy Yoga, Wesley Hall
5:15 pm  Wednesday Night Dinner, CAC
6:00 pm  Various Bible Studies, CAC
6:00 pm  Youth Programming, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 25                                                                         
9:30 am  Preschool Chapel, Sanctuary
10:00 am “Good Grief” Support Group, M 314
7:00 pm  Finance Meeting, M 314

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 26                                                                         
10:00 am UMW Seker’s Circle, M 116B

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 28                                                                              
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:30 am  Serve the Lord with Gladness, CAC Gym 
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
12:00 pm Mission Committee, M 116B
4:30 pm  Youth District Bonfire, RedRock/Calumet
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

MONDAY, OCTOBER 29                                                                              
6:45 pm  Bell Choir Practice, M 104B
7:00 pm  Scouts, CAC

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 30                                                                         
6:30 pm  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 31                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
9:20 am  Holy Yoga, Wesley Hall
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER | 5:15 PM

OCTOBER 24
Chick Fil A

OCTOBER 31 
No Wednesday Night dinner or programming

COST: DONATION

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (October 21, 2018)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 175
Worship Service – 9:45 am 35
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 68
Worship Service – 11:00 am 157
Nursery 10

Total 445
Sunday School 206
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