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The Messenger

WHY WOULD I EVER GIVE TO THAT?
Our pledge drive is continuing to move forward.  After the 
second week of “Blessing Through the Ages” we now are up to 
116 pledges totaling $483,360.  We are hoping for a wrap up this 
Sunday as we finish off the sermon series.  Trey did a great job 
on the first week as we looked from a Millennial perspective.  
Don also preached an outstanding sermon and while he didn’t 
address the Baby Boomer generation specifically, his re-telling of 
The Giving Tree took many parents back to the 60’s.   

Now to finish off the series, I will look at stewardship from a 
Gen X perspective.  As I considered the various defining marks 
of my generation, I decided upon cynicism as the characteristic 
that would be fun to explore.  After all, there are a lot of cynics 
that span the generations when it comes to charitable giving.

There are many excuses that we break out when holding on 
to our money.

So on Sunday, I hope to think about some of these from my 
own perspective and faith journey.

Although we tithe now, this was not always the case.  Before I 
was ordained, I worked as a youth minister and gave a pledge 
but it was substantially less than a tithe.  I was paying off my 
undergraduate education before going to seminary and I 
used this as my excuse to give less since I was determined to 
further my education because of God!  So I hope to show an 
evolution of my stewardship that will begin with my giving to 
a VBS campaign of boys versus girls as a young child.  Spoiler 
alert – it didn’t go the way I had hoped!

If you have yet to make a pledge, I hope that you’ll prayerfully 
consider what you will give to the church in 2018.  We 
don’t have stewardship police!  No one will hound you if 
circumstances arise that would make it necessary to change 
your giving pattern.  We do, however, have an expectation 

of members to pledge and will have a calling committee to 
contact our regulars following the end of the campaign.  

We will also be hosting a special event on the last Sunday of 
this month.  On October 29, the Oklahoma United Methodist 
Foundation will be leading us through a special workshop during 
the Sunday school hour on how we might look at giving through 
our estate after we pass.  Primarily, we hope to strengthen our 
church through the growth of our endowment fund.  Even if you 
regularly pledge, you might consider giving an extra ten dollars 
a month to the endowment.  When enough members do this, 
combined with the wonder of compound interest, it will benefit 
our church’s ministry for generations to come!  We hope to 
address different kinds of gifts and the tax benefits you might 
receive by doing so such as stock or property.  The workshop 
will be repeated at 11 am for those who attend our 9:45 am 
service.  We will feature brunch in the CAC to entice you and 
are asking our Sunday school classes to meet together that day 
in the CAC.  Our Business Administrator, Aimee Hallenbeck, 
will also be on hand this Sunday outside the East Wing of the 
Sanctuary to take your pledge or answer your questions about 
e-giving for the next two weeks.  

It is a joy to give toward the Kingdom of God.  As the pledges 
come in, I always appreciate being a part of something larger 
than myself – something that will transcend my own ability to 
impact the world around me.  It is exciting and I hope that you 
will be a part of it.  If you didn’t see our impact report yet, you 
may do so on our website here:  https://www.fumcedmond.
org/2017-pledge-drive.  May God bless you and may God 
bless the world through our church!

In Christ,
Sam

Check out Sam’s Blog here:  http://precedinggrace.blogspot.com.



UPCOMING EVENTS 
October 29th--Sunday School Event
*Bring a pumpkin to decorate during Sunday School

October 29th--District Event
*Monster Mash @ Grace UMC   5-8pm
$5 and wear your best costume
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ADOPT-A-STREET
Saturday, October 28 | 9:00  -  11:00 A.M.
Please join us for our final street clean-up for 2017 on  Oct. 
28th.  We will meet in the church parking lot and carpool 
to our adopted street, Sooner Road from Danforth to 
Coffee Creek.  We hope you plan to come and help.

YOUTH FALL BREAK LOCK-IN/MISSION OUTING
Thirty-five of our youth are teaming up with Jones UMC 
youth for a Fall Break Lock-In/Mission Outing. They will 
be learning about the impact of global and local mission. 
The youth will be making 40 hygiene kits to deliver to 
the conference office. The conference office will then 
be distributed to hurricane victims who are in need of a 
small supply of hygiene items. The youth will also serve at 
Skyline Urban Ministries on Friday, October 20th. Please be 
praying for all our youth as they work at being the hands 
and feet of Christ this fall break.

“GOOD GRIEF” SUPPORT GROUP
Thursday,  October  26 | 10 - 11 am |  Rm. 314
If you are coping with the  loss of a loved one, come 
be a part of a group of  folks who care about you and 
how you have been coping with your loss/change in 
life. Support group, facilitated by Revs. John Corbin 
and Don Vaught, sharing will be kept confidential.

SENIOR CONNECTION
Friday, October 27  |  6 pm  |  CAC
The Senior Connection will be presenting The Bobby 
Bowen Family, a family band from Tennessee! This 
Christian band will be playing a variety of music. Come 
join in the fun and have beans and cornbread, coleslaw 
and dessert. 

SPIRIT ACT PRESENTS MYSTERY DINNER THEATRE
Friday, November 10 | 6:30 PM
The Spirit Act will be presenting “AND THEN THEY HAD 
NONE” by Robert Alan Ward. A Lasagna Dinner  will 
be prepared and served by the United Methodist Men. 
Don’t miss the fun, food, and frivolity! For reservations 
email spiritact@fumcedmond.org.

Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org
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FUMC SHIRTS
Our mission at Edmond First is to connect people 
with God and neighbor.  We do this through worship, 
service, and fellowship, and one of the ways we 
are highlighting these connections is by raising our 
visibility and pride. It’s our hope that our new shirts 
would be worn both in everyday life and when you 
are representing our church in the community.

We are offering two shirt options.  The first is a 
t-shirt for $10 with our mission statement on the 
front.  The second is a polo for $20 with our church 
logo embroidered on it.  T-shirts are available in both 
children and adult sizes, with a special offer of buy 3, 
get the 4th free if you order on Sunday mornings at 
the welcome desk.  You can also order via our website. 
We will be taking orders until October 29th.

EILEEN’S FOR E-GIVING
Aimee will be in the east wing during Sunday School 
with information and sign ups for e-Giving. For every 
sign-up, new or renewal, be sure to pick up your 
Eileen’s cookie! Help us reach this year’s goal of 55% 
e-Giving pledges!

ALL SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS MEETING
All Sunday School Classes will meet together on Sunday, 
October 29, 2017, in the Christian Activity Center for a 
United Methodist Foundation Continental Breakfast, at 
either 9:45 a.m. or 11 a.m., depending on when your class 
normally meets.  In other words, those who go to the 9:45 
a.m. worship service will attend at 11 a.m., and those 
whose Sunday School classes are normally at 9:45 a.m. will 
come to the breakfast at 9:45 a.m.
 
At the breakfast, which we hope all class members will 
attend, the topic will be “Endowments, Wills and Long-
Term Giving”.  We are proud that the Foundation is willing 
to speak to us on October 29, and we look forward to your 
participation.  

OCT

29
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MUSIC MINISTRY UPDATE
Andrew Schaeffer, Director of Music Ministries
andrew@fumcedmond.org

Though the colder weather is just now descending 
upon Oklahoma, your musical ensembles are already 
hard at work learning music for Advent and Christmas!  
While you’ll receive a full schedule for the month of 
December soon, I want to highlight three special 
musical events that I know you’ll want to put on your 
calendar:

Sunday, December 10 |  8:30, 9:45 & 11:00 services
The Chancel Choir and brass quintet will present the 
cantata “Come Rejoicing” by Jonathan Willcocks.  
This jubilant piece of music interweaves traditional 
scripture readings with familiar carol texts - some set 
to new, original music.

Sunday, December 17 at 3:00 pm
Our handbell choir will present their annual Christmas 
concert of familiar tunes of the season.  A reception 
will follow.

Wednesday, December 10
We’re trying something new in regards to our 
Christmas caroling.  Instead of holding it on Sunday 
after the handbell choir concert, we’ll gather on the 
Wednesday after for dinner in the CAC and head out to 
bring Christmas cheer to one of the nursing homes in 
the area.  We hope that this arrangement will allow for 
more participation and will give you something to do if 
you have antsy kids at home ready to expel Christmas 
energy!  

EDMOND CROP WALK                                           
November 5  |  1:00 p.m.  |  Mitch Park
CROP Hunger Walks are community-wide events 
sponsored by Church World Service and organized by local 
congregations, raising funds and awareness to combat 
HUNGER at home and around the world.  25% of the money 
raised at our CROP Walk stays in Edmond to support 5 local 
charities:  
The Hope Center, Breakfast on Blvd., Mobile Meals,              
Samaritan House and Project 66 Food Pantry

Walkers can be any age.  You may walk, run, push a stroller, 
or walk your dog.  It is not a race.  You may go the distance 
right for you.  Each walker is asked to raise money by asking 
friends to sponsor them.  Walkers who raise at least $100 
earn a free CROP Walk t-shirt. 

We need many volunteers for the 2017 Edmond CROP 
Walk.  Packets are available in the church foyer for the next 
two Sundays and should be turned in by the day of the walk.

We hope you will join us this year!

UNITY SUNDAY
October 29  |  ALL Services
On Sunday, October 29, we will be celebrating Unity Sunday.  
We are inviting all those who have been attending Edmond 
FUMC but haven’t joined to come join the church together.

If you are interested in joining or have questions, please 
contact Associate Pastor, Rev. Trey Witzel at 341-0107 or 
trey@fumcedmond.org. 

PASTORS’ BIBLE STUDY
It’s not too late to join in on the Study of Ruth led by Associate 
Pastor Rev. Don Vaught on Wednesday nights! There will be 
no Wednesday Night programming this week, so mark your 
calendar to come to dinner at 5:30 then this great study at 6 
in the CAC on October 25.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 18                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
12:00 pm UMW - Executive Meeting, M 116B
1:00 pm  UMW - Unit Meeting, M 118B
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
6:00 pm  Mystery Dinner Rehearsal, CAC
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 19                                                                        
7:00 pm  Youth Lock-In, CAC

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 22                                                                              
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:45 am  Sunday School Classes
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
4:00 pm  Disciple I, M 316
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B
7:00 pm  Late Night on Hurd, Wesley Hall

MONDAY, OCTOBER 23                                                                               
12:00 pm Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
6:45 pm  Bell Choir Practice, M 104B
7:00 pm   Scout Troop 77, CAC

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 24                                                                          
9:00 am  Archives Committee
1:00 pm  Senior Congregational Care, M 118B
6:00 pm  Mystery Dinner Rehearsal, Wesley Hall
6:30 pm   Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 25                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
9:00 am  Ice Angels, CAC Kitchen
5:30 pm  Wednesday Night Dinner, CAC
6:00 pm  Jesus in the Gospels, M 313/314
6:00 pm  Pastors’ Bible Study (Book of Ruth), CAC 108 
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER | 5:30 PM

OCTOBER 18
Fall Break, No Wednesday Night 

Dinner or Classes.

OCTOBER 25
Sandwiches, chips and dessert.

COST: DONATION

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (October 15, 2017)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 188
Worship Service – 9:45 am 50
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 82
Worship Service – 11:00 am 174
Nursery 10
The Late Night Service 29

Total 533
Sunday School 238


