
I KNOW WHAT’S BEST 
FOR ME (AND MAYBE 
YOU TOO)!  
Lectionary Reading: 
Mark 10:35-45 (NRSV)

Many have the drive to 
lead.  Not everyone has 
the capacity!  Sometimes 
you don’t find out until 
after a person is leading 
whether or not he or she 
actually has the ability 
to do so effectively.  There 
is a sense in successful 
companies today that you should not stigmatize failure 
but should actually allow people to crash faster so that 
you can move on when something doesn’t work.  This will 
hopefully foster innovation.

I can think of many services, programs and classes that 
I’ve instigated that are no longer running.

Some of these had a small season of success before 
dying out.  Others never took off the ground.  I always 
appreciated congregations for allowing me to try though.  
Sometimes we struck gold!

I think we appreciate leaders who will look out after our 
best interests.  We want to be able to trust them with 
our livelihood.  If a leader lines his or her own pockets 
before helping the constituency, we often think less of 
this person.

James and John are seeking positions of glory.  If one 
thinks about being at the right and left of the Messiah, 
these would be earthly leadership positions.   You are not 
looking toward the heavenly kingdom but one that would 
be established right here on earth!
  

Jesus quickly fills them in 
on what true leadership 
looks like.  You serve 
those for which you are 
responsible.  Ugh.  That is 
not near as glamorous!

When Jesus has glory and 
power and leadership 
offered to him when 
he was tempted in the 
desert, he is able to turn it 

down and point to God.  We 
get the idea that if we are 

serving God, we are serving others too. 

And yet, is all ambition wrong?  What if you have a natural 
gift to lead others?  How can we strive for leadership 
while at the same time staying humble? 

Whether or not we are leaders, we all have some type of 
autonomy.  We self-govern.  Most people at least believe 
that they know what’s good for them.  And yet, how 
many times do we make ourselves miserable?  If we love 
our neighbors as we love ourselves, we might really do 
them some harm!

This Sunday, I hope to explore what it means to love 
ourselves in a way that is healthy.  How do we enjoy the 
life God has given us to the fullest?  I hope you’ll join us in 
person or online!

In Christ,
Sam

Check out more of Sam’s blog articles at www.
precedinggrace.blogspot.com.
Photo by rainjelly via Flickr.com.  Used under the 
Creative Commons license. 
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The Messenger

 Sometimes following the leader can get 
you into trouble if you can’t swim!
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SENIOR CONNECTION
Friday, October 19  |  6:00 pm  |  CAC
The Senior Connection presents The Mustang 
Ramblers, entertaining us with blue grass, country, 
gospel, etc. on October 19 at 6 pm in the CAC. Come 
for Great entertainment, delicious food and lots of 
socializing.

SAVE THE DATE
Save the date for October 28!  We are excited to host 
our annual Serve the Lord event to showcase the 
various opportunities for you to serve at Edmond First 
United Methodist Church!  We hope you make plans to 
attend this incredible event and sign up for a new way 
to serve this year.

BOOK SIGNING
Rev. Paul Hamilton will be holding a book signing of his 
book, Fathers, Monsters, and Sons, during the Serve 
the Lord with Gladness on Sunday, October 28.  Make 
sure to visit his table in the CAC and purchase your 
book and get it signed!

“GOOD GRIEF” SUPPORT GROUP
Thursday,  October 25 | 10 - 11 am |  Rm. 314
If you are coping with the  loss of a loved one, come 
be a part of a group of  folks who care about you and 
how you have been coping with your loss/change in 
life. Support group, facilitated by Revs. John Corbin 
and Don Vaught, sharing will be kept confidential.
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HOLY YOGA EVERY WEDNESDAY IN OCTOBER 
Last Spring we did a trial run of practicing yoga as a spiritual 
discipline, and it was a huge hit!  Now that Fall is upon us, 
we’re starting back up again, with the hopes that it’ll become 
a weekly time of prayer and community.  Starting at 9:20 
am, we will connecting with God through contemplative 
movement, music, and meditation.  We are asking for a $5 
donation for our instructor’s time, but don’t let that be a 
hinderance!  Looking forward to seeing you all as we connect 
with ourselves and God!

PLEDGE CARDS
As we begin our pledge season, our culture has been to 
send in pledge cards before the end of the month.  Online 
or E(lectronic) giving has become a real strength of our 
budget.  As attendance patterns for worship lean toward 
being out of town more, our E giving helps us to stay steady 
in paying for our expenses.  Our church now has over 50% 
of what we receive from our membership through E giving.  
The great thing is that you don’t have to worry about getting 
behind!  I hope you’ll take the time to prayerfully fill out 
your pledge card for 2019 and send it back in or drop it in 
Sunday’s offering plate!

GALA THANK YOU
Thank you for all the support for our college ministry for 
those who could attend and those who could not.  It was 
great to see familiar and new faces at our annual gala. 
Although our final numbers are still being tallied, we are 
excited about the people we will be able to reach with the 
money raised from this year’s gala.   

Thank You!



Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org

EDMOND 1st

FRIENDS
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Fall Break, October 17th No youth programming 

The seniors will be starting a new adventure at youth on 
Wednesday evenings. They will be meeting as a group with 
three new teachers learning about life after high school as 
a disciple. Blayne Cook, Sarah Smith, and Quent Wheeler 
will be leading this wonderful group of seniors through 
questions from how to change a tire, to how to stay 
connected in the church after youth group. Visit the Youth 
Page on the website to meet the teachers and please be 
in prayer for this group as they continue to build fruitful 
relationships with Jesus and others.

ALL CHURCH RETREAT AT CANYON CAMP
It seemed like over the summer we were commissioning groups from our children and youth programs to go to camp every 
worship service.  Camping ministries is a huge part of our faith formation for our church—I have a colleague who likes to 
say that it is easier to grow closer with God in the five days 
at camp than any other time.  The removal of distractions, 
the dedication to spiritual disciplines, the simple yet profound 
impact of just having fun, it’s what makes camp, well, camp.

It is this love of camp that led our staff to decide to hold an 
all-church retreat at Canyon Camp November 3-4th.  We will 
all arrive down in the Canyon Saturday morning and depart 
following our own worship service Sunday morning.  The focus 
for the retreat will be connecting to God through nature and 
growing closer with your fellow Edmond First siblings.

Cost for meals for the retreat will cost $30 per person, and we have a few different sleeping options ranging from the 
beautiful Hardt Lodge, the brand new cabins, or, for our more adventurous folk, tent camping!  The break down of costs 
per person are as below:

Tent camping (must bring personal tent) 
     $5 per person (plus $30 per person for meals)

Bunk in Cabin
   $30 per person (ages 1-7 $20) (plus $30 per person for meals)

Single in Hardt Lodge
     $60 (plus $30 per person for meals)

Double in Hardt Lodge
     $40 per person (plus $30 per person for meals)

Triple in Hardt Lodge
     $35 per person (plus $30 per person for meals)

Quad in Hardt Lodge
     $32 per person (plus $30 per person for meals)

I pray that you would consider coming to the all-church retreat.  Registration can be found on the church website at www.
fumcedmond.org.  If you have any questions, please email me at trey@fumcedmond.org.  
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 17                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
9:20 am  Holy Yoga, Wesley Hall
10:00 am Ice Angels, CAC Kitchen
12:00 pm UMW Executive Meeting, M 116B
3:30 pm  Caregiver Support Group, M 316
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 19                                                                         
6:00 pm  Senior Connection, CAC Gym

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 21                                                                              
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:45 am  Sunday School 
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

MONDAY, OCTOBER 22                                                                              
6:45 pm  Bell Choir Practice, M 104B
7:00 pm  Scouts, CAC

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 23                                                                         
1:00 pm  Senior Congregational Care, M 118B
6:30 pm  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 24                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
9:20 am  Holy Yoga, Wesley Hall
5:15 pm  Wednesday Night Dinner, CAC
6:00 pm  Various Bible Studies, CAC
6:00 pm  Youth Programming, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER | 5:15 PM

OCTOBER 17
No Wednesday Night Programming

OCTOBER 24 
Chick Fil A

COST: DONATION

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (October 7, 2018)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 170
Worship Service – 9:45 am 73
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 80
Worship Service – 11:00 am 181
Nursery 14

Total 518

5099422


