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The Messenger

BLESSING THROUGH THE AGES 
What a wonderful start to our pledge drive!  After our 
first week, we have received 58 pledges.  Five of those 
are new from last year and 23 of those are for e-giving.

It is truly a blessing to be at a church where the culture 
of pledging has been instilled.  Some churches do not 
pledge at all.  Andrew Schaeffer told me of an instance 
in a church where the church members pledge but 
leave them sealed in their envelopes.  The idea is that 
the pledge is between the individual and God.  The 
problems with this are multiple.  Passing a budget 
on previous receipts is conjecture at best.  Financial 
situations change and the church may end up with less 
money than it anticipated.  As people move away either 
to another church, out of town or to the church eternal, 
it becomes difficult to truly forecast each year what 
kind of ministries the church can responsibly pursue. 
Large scale ministry takes planning and anticipated 
funding.  

Another difficulty of this is that it lacks any kind of 
accountability for us as Christians.  While we wouldn’t 
want our giving broadcast to all the world, it is helpful 
for a handful of people to know what we intend.  It is 
shown that people give more on average when they 
pledge.  When we state that Jesus is Lord, he is Lord of 
our entire lives including our finances.

Our church culture has also embraced e-giving on a 
large scale.  For 2017, 49.4% of our pledges signed up 
for e-giving.  This is a remarkable achievement!  I told 
this impressive percentage to another pastor this week 
and he sat up and began asking me all about how we 
got there.  I told him that our business manager (Aimee 
Hallenbeck) comes during the Sunday school hour and 
is available to sign people up and answer questions.  
We also have some kind of incentive for those signing 
up or renewing their pledge by e-giving (this year we 
are offering Eileen’s cookies for e-giving).  

It is not that we don’t appreciate gifts in the traditional 
format.  Cash and checks are still wonderful ways to give 
to God!  However, e-giving stabilizes the budget because 
it becomes a constant regardless of attendance.  For 
summer months when traveling picks up, our budget 
has not missed a beat.  Because we have this revenue 
stream even when attendance is down, we no longer 

have stressful finance meetings 
that stretch into 
the wee hours.

Some of our 
m e m b e r s 
a p p r e c i a t e 
the ease of 
giving this way.  
Aimee noted 
that a woman 
was hesitant 
about e-giving 
and another 
member came 
up and told her 
how easy it was!  
She remarked 
that Aimee “really 
knows what she’s 
doing!”  Another member picked up several cards to 
take to her Sunday school class!  Aimee’s goal is to 
move us to 55% for 2018.  I believe that she’ll get there 
because our culture is shifting to paying for things this 
way.  I’m sure that at some point, the church struggled 
over accepting personal checks but now we don’t blink 
an eye.

If you would like to sign up on our website – either 
for pledging or e-giving, it is available (along with 
our impact report) here: https://www.fumcedmond.
org/2017-pledge-drive.

On Sunday, we were blessed to hear Rev. Trey Witzel’s 
sermon as a millennial.  This week, we hope you’ll join 
us for worship as Rev. Don Vaught shares his testimony 
on stewardship from a Baby Boomer perspective.  We 
ask that you would prayerfully consider what you will 
pledge to God through your church for the coming year 
as we celebrate God’s grace in our lives together! 

In Christ,
Sam

Check out Sam’s Blog here:  http://precedinggrace.blogspot.com.
Photo by More Good Foundation via Flickr.com.  Used under the 
Creative Commons license.

One of the reasons the Mormon faith 
is growing so quickly is because of their 

culture of tithing.  
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UMW UNIT MEETING
UMW next Unit meeting is Wednesday, Oct. 18th.
The guest speaker is Kristin Harlin, who will not only 
speak about New Day Camp, but have a hands-on 
activity that will be used at the New Day Camp. If a 
baby sitter is needed let us know one will be provided. 

HURRICANE RELIEF UPDATE
To date, we have sent $13,412 to send to UMCOR for 
Hurricane Relief. Donations are still being taken if you 
would like to donate.

“GOOD GRIEF” SUPPORT GROUP
Thursday,  October  12 | 10 - 11 am |  Rm. 314
If you are coping with the  loss of a loved one, come be 
a part of a group of  folks who care about you Facilitated 
by Revs. John Corbin and Don Vaught, sharing will be 
kept confidential.

CROP WALK- SAVE THE DATE- NOVEMBER 5
Packets will be available Sunday in the Foyer or from 
Carol Crisp or Phyllis Ward.

ADOPT-A-STREET
Saturday, October 28 | 9:00  -  11:00 A.M.
Please join us for our final street clean-up for 2017 on  Oct. 
28th.  We will meet in the church parking lot and carpool 
to our adopted street, Sooner Road from Danforth to 
Coffee Creek.  We hope you plan to come and help.

SPIRIT ACT PRESENTS MYSTERY DINNER THEATRE
Friday, November 10 | 6:30 PM
The Spirit Act will be presenting “AND THEN THEY HAD 
NONE” by Robert Alan Ward. A Lasagna Dinner  will 
be prepared and served by the United Methodist Men. 
Don’t miss the fun, food, and frivolity! For reservations 
email spiritact@fumcedmond.org.

Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org
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FUMC SHIRTS
Our mission at Edmond First is to connect people 
with God and neighbor.  We do this through worship, 
service, and fellowship, and one of the ways we 
are highlighting these connections is by raising our 
visibility and pride. It’s our hope that our new shirts 
would be worn both in everyday life and when you 
are representing our church in the community.

We are offering two shirt options.  The first is a 
t-shirt for $10 with our mission statement on the 
front.  The second is a polo for $20 with our church 
logo embroidered on it.  T-shirts are available in both 
children and adult sizes, with a special offer of buy 3, 
get the 4th free if you order on Sunday mornings at 
the welcome desk.  You can also order via our website. 
We will be taking orders until October 29th.

EILEEN’S FOR E-GIVING
Aimee will be in the east wing during Sunday School 
with information and sign ups for e-Giving. For every 
sign-up, new or renewal, be sure to pick up your 
Eileen’s cookie! Help us reach this year’s goal of 55% 
e-Giving pledges!
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MUSIC MINISTRY UPDATE
Andrew Schaeffer, Director of Music Ministries
andrew@fumcedmond.org

Christ, He requires still, whereso’er He comes,
To feed, or lodge, to have the best of rooms:
Give Him the choice; grant Him the nobler part
Of all the house: the best of all’s the heart.
--- Robert Herrick (1647)

I offer the above text as a concise summary of our 
commitment to stewardship here at Edmond First. In 
a very literal sense, we’ve given Christ the “best of 
rooms” by funding and building the new $3,000,000 
facility we have been utilizing for nearly two years now 
– a facility which has greatly expanded our worship, 
education and service. But, as the poem states, the 
best of all’s the heart. How true that is for our church. 
Our building, though historic, graceful and functional, 

would mean nothing without the heart of our church 
– the people. The people who teach classes, sing in 
choirs, support our children & youth as well as the 
people who take our church outside our doors through 
a myriad of compassion and outreach ministries.

This Sunday at the 8:30 & 11:00 services, the adult choir 
will sing a famous setting of this text by the American 
composer Randall Thompson. I invite you to listen and 
strive to continue to give Christ the choice – to grant 
Him the nobler part and give Him the best of rooms. 

SAVE THE DATE!
Be sure to join us for worship on Sunday, December 
10 as the Adult Choir will present the cantata “Come 
Rejoicing” at the 8:30, 9:45 & 11:00 services!

UMM BREAKFAST
Saturday, October 14  |  8 am  |  CAC
Join the United Methodist Men on Saturday for a delicious 
breakfast with scrambled eggs, biscuits and gravy, coffee, 
o r a n g e 
juice, milk, 
fellowship, 
and a 
f a n t a s t i c 
s p e a k e r , 
J o h n 
Doerner.

J o h n 
became a Christian in 1976 through the Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes.  John is a husband for Cristy, father for 
sons Ryan and Trent and father-in-law for their wives Kaitlyn 
and Leandra.  John and Cristy recently became grandparents 
for Hank, first son of Ryan and Kaitlyn.  John’s home town is 
Duncan, Oklahoma and attended Oklahoma State University 
where he played varsity football and received a chemical 
engineering degree in 1983.  John and Cristy met in college and 
have been married for 36 years.  John has been employed by 
ExxonMobil for 35 years and has had many US and worldwide 
assignments.  John and Cristy have been attending Edmond 
First United Methodist Church since returning to Oklahoma 
in 2013.  Outside of work, John is serving on the Board of 
Directors for Oklahoma Fellowship of Christian Athletes; 
and the Oklahoma State University, College of Engineering, 
Architecture and Technology Advisory Council. 

IMPACT REPORT
This year’s 
pledge drive 
will include 
an impact 
report.  A hard 
copy is being 
mailed to each 
church member 
and we have 
included the 
pdf file of 
the impact 
report with the 
e-version of The 
Messenger this 
week.  We are 
excited about 
all of the great 
things going 
on at Edmond FUMC and we thought this would be an 
informative way to share them with you!  We would ask that 
you prayerfully consider what you would give back to God 
in 2018 and return your pledge to the church by October 
29th.  You may fill out your pledge online at the following 
link: www.fumcedmond.org/2017-pledge-drive or you may 
email it to the church Business Manager, Aimee Hallenbeck 
at finance@fumcedmond.org.  We appreciate how God 
continues to work through our various ministries and ask 
for you to join us in praying for a successful campaign!



The Messenger                         October 11, 2017

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 11                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
11:00 am UMW - Friendship Circle, M 118B
5:30 pm  Wednesday Fellowship Dinner, CAC
6:00 pm  Jesus in the Gospels, M 313/314
6:00 pm  Pastors’ Bible Study, CAC 108 
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 12                                                                        
10:00 am “Good Grief” Support Group, M 314
10:30 am Preschool Chapel, Sanctuary
6:00 pm  Mystery Dinner Rehearsal, CAC

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 13                                                                         
9:00 am  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 14                                                                         
8:00 am  UMM Breakfast, CAC Gym

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 15                                                                              
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:45 am  Sunday School Classes
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
1:00 pm  Church & Society, M 118B 
3:00 pm  UMW Leadership Meeting, M 314
4:00 pm  Cub Scout PRAY Program, CAC 209/210
4:00 pm  Disciple I, M 316
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B
7:00 pm  Late Night on Hurd, Wesley Hall

MONDAY, OCTOBER 16                                                                               
12:00 pm Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
6:45 pm  Bell Choir Practice, M 104B
7:00 pm   Scout Troop 77, CAC

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 17                                                                          
9:00 am  Archives Committee
6:00 pm  Scouts - STEM, CAC 209
6:30 pm   Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 18                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
12:00 pm UMW - Executive Meeting, M 116B
1:00 pm  UMW - Unit Meeting, M 118B
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER | 5:30 PM

OCTOBER 11
Breakfast for Dinner- UMM Fundraiser

OCTOBER 18
Fall Break, No Wednesday Night Dinner 

or Classes

COST: DONATION

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (October 8, 2017)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 210
Worship Service – 9:45 am 47
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 72
Worship Service – 11:00 am 157
Nursery 8
The Late Night Service 24

Total 509
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Cheryl McNamara 
Joined by Profession 

of faith. 

Jonathan Chaghouri  
was baptized. 

Daniel Peed was 
baptized. 


