
HOMECOMING
Lectionary Reading: Isaiah 
43:1-7 (NRSV)

I like the sense of 
celebration that occurs 
following the Christmas 
season.  The Advent-
Christmas cycle finishes 
with Epiphany and 
then moves into these 
wonderful Sundays of 
light, knowledge and 
revelation.  This Sunday 
we celebrate the Baptism 
of the Lord and as we are 
in Year C, we have Luke’s 
account which kind of just 
mentions that it happened 
although it does give the detail of the Holy Spirit and the 
proclamation from God.

Our reading from the Hebrew Bible is a scene from Isaiah 
which grants the allusion of baptism in verse 2 when Isaiah 
speaks on God’s behalf, saying, “When you pass through the 
waters, I will be with you”.  The actual text is speaking to a 
people in exile.  What do those in exile want?  To go home!

I’ve not experienced homesickness very often in my life.  
I’ve seen it from children and youth at camp.  I would say 
that I’m not as sympathetic as I should be due to the fact 
that it doesn’t effect me like it does some people.  But I do 
remember once when I had a wave of just wanting to be 
home wash over me.

I was in Houston over Labor Day weekend for the World 
Methodist Conference back in 2016.  I had a tooth ache come 
over me something fierce.  I can remember thinking that 
there wouldn’t be anything available to me to provide relief.  
I found the University of Texas Dental School that would 
see me.  Unfortunately, this meant that I would be seen by 
students while the instructor oversaw the treatment.  

At first, they thought I needed a root canal and deadened 
my mouth.  Then they discovered that it was a back molar 
that needed to be extracted.  Could I come back in the 
afternoon?  Since I had arrived by Uber, I decided to stick 
around and eat lunch on site.  Of course, my mouth was still 
numb so this was a little bit of an adventure!  

When they started in again after lunch, it took several hours 
with my jaw open just wider than what seemed possible 

for the tooth to come out 
- they said that I had really 
strong roots!  It seemed 
like a compliment but I 
would have traded my 
roots for some weaker 
ones at the time.  During 
the extraction, one of the 
students broke the molar.  
The instructor demoted 
him and I thought, “Now 
he will show them how it’s 
done and I can get out of 
here!”  But he simply put 
another one up to bat.  
They started in with what 
sounded like some kind of 
buzz saw and eventually 
relieved me of the rest of 

my tooth.  I then walked over to a grocery store that had a 
pharmacy so that I could get some pain medication for the 
night as I was pretty sore.  

After I got the prescription and some groceries, I went back 
to the motel.  Only my Uber app wouldn’t take my credit 
card and I couldn’t get a ride.  Eventually, I was able to get a 
cab and finally got back to my motel room.  I can remember 
just wanting to go home.  It had been a long day and I was 
exhausted.  I missed my own bed and a family that would 
help take care of me.  

When we are isolated, it takes more effort to get well.  When 
we are in exile, the world doesn’t seem as friendly.  Since 
today’s passage in Isaiah speaks to the theme of baptism, 
I would say that Christian baptism is like a homecoming 
of sorts.  It is through baptism that we are adopted into 
the family of God!  In baptism we find that we are home!  
I’ve been at churches that are warm - even though I was 
a stranger - and I’ve been at churches where I felt pretty 
anonymous even in the midst of a crowd.  Perception means 
a lot and I would think that anything we can do to create a 
sense of warmth and home is helpful to what God would 
like for people to encounter when they worship.

This Sunday, we’ll explore the theology of baptism - how do 
these sacramental waters help us to navigate the waters of life?

In Christ,
Sam

Check out more of Sam’s blog articles at precedinggrace.blogspot.
com.  Photo by Scott Moore via Flickr.com.  Used under the Creative 
Commons license.
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The Messenger

 Most preachers don’t need a device to keep their 
mouths open but sometimes life throws a curve ball!
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CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP
January 16 | 3:30 pm  |  Room 316
A support group for caregivers will be held the 3rd 
Wednesday of each month at 3:30 pm. This is a 
wonderful opportunity to talk with and listen to other 
caregivers. You can share or just listen.  Please sign up 
by calling Carol Crisp at 341-4014, or Taprina Milburn at 
Sunbeam, 609-8939.

AN AWESOME YEAR FOR OUR GIVING TREE!!
What an awesome year for our Giving Tree!  Not only 
did our church provide 120 Christmas gifts for 60 
people thru Skyline ministry, but our goal of $5000.00 
for the Heifer Project was exceeded big time!!  We 
collected a whopping $8,926.00!!  The very exciting 
news here is that the Heifer Project  was tripling any 
donation given by the end of 2018.  That meant that 
our donation became $26,778.00!!  We prayerfully 
hope that our giving is felt both here in the United 
States and across the globe and that it blessed your 
heart as well. A big thank you to all who participated in 
this traditional ministry of our church.  

SENIOR CONNECTION
A FUMC organization for Seniors over 50
Dinner and entertainment are provided the fourth 
Friday of each month (except November and December) 
at 6 pm in the CAC. This is an opportunity for seniors to 
socialize with old friends and make new ones! We have 
occasional one-day trips; we participate in worthwhile 
community and church projects and charities; we 
sponsor a Congregational Care Committee that visits 
shut-ins, sends cards and makes phone calls; sponsor a 
book club; and we sponsor a group that makes pillow 
cases for children in the cancer ward at the OU Medical 
Center. There is something of interest for everyone 
and we invite you to join us. If you are interested or 
have questions, contact Carol at 341-4014.

Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org

EDMOND 1st

FRIENDS
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CONFIRMATION CLASS BEGINS SUNDAY
It’s not too late to sign up for Confirmation class!  In 
addition to the youth class, an Adult class is being 
offered.  For information, contact Erica at erica@
fumcedmond.org.

WINTER RETREAT 
Winter Retreat is January 18-21. Be watching your 
email for final details and all payments need to be 
turned in by January 14th.

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS SPECIAL MEETING
Class representatives and teachers from each Adult Sun-
day School class will meet on Sunday, January 27, 2019, in 
the main building, 3rd floor, Rooms 313-314, from 1p.m. 
to 1:50 p.m.  

We ask each class to send a representative and teacher to 
come with teaching videos and materials your class has 
used in the past. Additionally classes are asked to list and 
schedule all the curriculum the class will study during 2019.  
The meeting will allow for consideration and information 
regarding one mission outreach project your class will do 
in 2019 as well as one fellowship project/event (e.g., Class 
Christmas Party). We encourage classes to take pictures at 
your Sunday School events during the year so staff can post 
them on the church website.   

This meeting will also give our class representatives and 
teachers a chance to share what has been working for the 
class regarding hospitality outreach and curriculum mate-
rial exchange.  

This meeting will begin promptly at 1 p.m. and will dismiss 
at 1:50 p.m.  We appreciate all you do and look forward to 
seeing you Sunday!  
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UMM BREAKFAST
Saturday, January 12  |  8 
am  |  CAC
Join the United Methodist 
Men on Saturday for a 
delicious breakfast with 
scrambled eggs, biscuits 
and gravy, coffee, orange 
juice, milk, fellowship, 
and a fantastic speaker, 
Larry McClure.

Larry McClure was born in Sapulpa, OK, as the youngest  of 
four kids. He was very active in his high school in Sapulpa 
and was baptized at the First Christian Church in Sapulpa 
when he was in high school.

After leaving eight and a half years of active duty , he went 
into the Army Reserves for 24 years, and retired at the rank 
of Master Seargeant. After active duty, worked for the U.S. 
Postal Service for the next 17 years. During that time, he 
worked his way up to become Postmaster at Parkhill, OK. 
He then worked for the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 
in Muskogee, OK. During this time, his faith was tested 
as he took a tremendous pay cut and started over at the 
age of 45.  After years of serving in various positions, he 
retired with 42 years of federal service in October of 2013.  

After retiring, he moved to OKC and met and married the 
love of his life, Darlene. After visiting several churches in the 
area, they feel that FUMC is where the Lord wants them.

NEW WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY
Join us on Wednesday nights in January as Sam leads us 

in looking at differing interpretations of scripture regarding 

homosexuality and how we as United Methodists hold 

varying interpretations yet strive for inclusion and grace.  

We will be meeting at 6:00 pm in Wesley Hall.

FUMC WELCOMES NEW WORSHIP AND MUSIC DIRECTOR
FUMC is excited to welcome our new Worship and Music Director, 
Tim Navis. Tim’s first Sunday is January 13, and we hope you will be 
here to help us welcome him.  His wife, Leslie, and their children 
will be joining him in Oklahoma within the next few weeks, and 
an official welcome lunch is being planned for Sunday, January 27 
immediately after the 11 am service.

Tim and his wife Leslie grew up in Sheboygan Wisconsin and moved 
to Virginia in 2007.  Tim has a music and theology degree from Silver 
Lake College in Manitowoc Wisconsin, a Graduate degree in church 
music from Concordia Wisconsin, and is currently working towards 
a Masters in Christian Practice from Duke Divinity School.  Tim is 
seeking ordination as a Deacon in the United Methodist Church and 
is excited to continue this journey with the people of FUMC!  

Leslie is a graduate from The University of Green Bay where she 
earned a degree in human development.  She has also supplemented that degree with one in early childhood from 
Danville Community College.  Leslie enjoys working with children (especially babies).

Tim and Leslie have two children, Evan (12) and Jaden (9) and also enjoy being foster parents.  In their free time the Navis 
family loves to camp and spend time outdoors.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 9                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
1:00 pm  UMW - Friendship Circle, 118B
5:15 pm  Wednesday Night Dinner
6:00 pm  Bible Studies and Classes
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

THURSDAY, JANUARY 10                                                                      
9:30 am   Preschool Chapel

SATURDAY, JANUARY 12                                                                         
8:00 am  UMM Breakfast, CAC

SUNDAY, JANUARY 13                                                                              
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:30 am  Sunday School Classes 
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
3:00 pm  UMW District Leadership Meeting, M 314
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

MONDAY, JANUARY 14                                                                              
9:00 am  Moms Group Meeting, Wesley Hall
6:30 pm  Moms Group Meeting, Wesley Hall
7:00 pm  Scouts, CAC

TUESDAY, JANUARY 15                                                                         
6:30 pm  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 16                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
10:00 am Ice Angels, CAC Kitchen
12:00 pm UMW Executive Meeting, M 116B
1:00 pm  UMW Unit Meeting, M 118B
3:30 pm  Caregiver Support Group, M 316
5:15 pm  Wednesday Night Dinner
6:00 pm  Bible Studies and Classes
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER | 5:15 PM

JANUARY 9
Pizza, Youth fundraiser

JANUARY 16
TBA, Children’s Fundraiser

COST: DONATION

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (January 6, 2019)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 193
Worship Service – 9:45 am 40
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 102
Worship Service – 11:00 am 175
Nursery 16

Total 528
Sunday School 268

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

5099422

The Graham’s joined in WOH 
in December by transfer from 

another UMC.  Left to right: 
Shailan, Brian, India, Landen. 

The McKay family joined 
FUMC in December. Left to 
right: Abbey, Lacey, Brian, 
Madison (front).


