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The Messenger

IS A CHAMELEON FAKING IT?
Lecti onary Reading: 1 Corinthians 
9:16-23 (NRSV)

One of the most fascinati ng 
creatures I’ve observed in the wild 
was an octopus while snorkeling 
off  the coast of St. John’s island 
a few years ago.  The water was 
only about four feet so we could 
really see it moving around.  Sheryl 
captured it on video and you can 
see the octopus changing colors like 
a chameleon.  It was capti vati ng!

As we think about this ability to 
adapt to one’s surroundings, we can 
see Paul’s att empt in Sunday’s epistle to be “all things 
to all people” so that he might convince them of the 
importance of faith in Jesus Christ.  Would this be 
perceived as “real” by others or is Paul just marketi ng 
himself as a means to an end?  

We have a need to be authenti c in today’s culture.  If a 
pastor is judged to be fake in some form or fashion, he 
or she is quickly cast aside.  I’ve heard evangelists tell 
pastors to explore hobbies or interests so that you have 
an opportunity to meet people outside your church.  
Some churches pay for country club fees in order to 
expose their pastor to others in this setti  ng.  The idea 
behind this is that the relati onships formed on the golf 
course might translate into the salvati on of the rest of 
those teeing it up.  Unfortunately for me, I struggle to 
be a Christi an on the golf course so rarely play!

But if I only engage in my hobbies in order to get in 
closer to you, it seems a bit contrived.  Most people 
don’t see you as truly interested in them but only 
as another number in the heavenly tally.  It appears 
disingenuous.    

But for Paul, his real interest is your salvati on in Jesus 
Christ.  It supersedes anything else for him including 
his personal hobbies or interests.  Paul’s hobby is 
salvati on.  Along with his main work and his leisure 

acti vity.  

So for today, we might look at salvati on not so much 
as the moment of personal epiphany but as the 
relati onship we have with God through our lifeti mes.  
So in this sense, meeti ng people where they are 
conveys the salvati on that is more of a process than a 
moment.  

As we see God’s grace pervading all of life, we can 
recognize the variety of ways that people can encounter 
it.  And so for some in Paul’s day, it was discovered 
under the law.  For others, it was realized outside the 
law.  And for sti ll others, it was portrayed even in their 
weakness.  Paul became all things to all people in order 
to share the universal applicati on of God’s grace.

This Sunday, I’ll conti nue to explore this idea in my 
sermon enti tled, “What is our Common Ground?”  
We’ll look at God’s call for us to relate to one another 
in Christ.  If you can’t join us in person, check us out 
online!

In Christ,
Sam

Check out Sam’s Blog here:  htt p://precedinggrace.
blogspot.com.

 Sheryl took this picture of the octopus under
a rock (to the left ) with David looking on.
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WEDNESDAY NIGHT FUNDRAISER MEALS
If your group is interested in hosting a Wednesday 
Night meal to use as a fundraiser for your group, 
contact Aimee at finance@fumcedmond.org.

LATE NIGHT SERVICE
There will not be a Late Night Service this Sunday, 
February 4, because of the Super Bowl.

A BIG THANK YOU TO EDMOND FUMC!
Once again Edmond FUMC has demonstrated the 
loving spirit of Christ! Our church furnished 155 
Christmas gifts for Skyline families. Our Heifer goal of 
$5,000 was exceeded by $1,491. Since the year 2000 
when our Giving Tree began including The Heifer 
Project, our church has contributed $74,398 to help 
impoverished families worldwide! We also provided 
30 board games to Sunset Elementary School. We 
are so blessed in our church and it is a good thing to 
extend just a few of those blessings to those outside of 
our family.  Any questions or suggestions for next year, 
please contact Janie Johnson.  

Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org

EDMOND 1st

FRIENDS
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Megan Borum, 
Director of Children and Family Ministries

megan@fumcedmond.org

Join us for the annual Edmond FUMC Reverse Prom 
hosted by the Youth! This year’s event will be Disney 
themed, so break out your prom dresses and suit or 
tux and join in on the fun!  Tickets can be purchased 
in the CAC during the Sunday School hour and on 
Wednesday evenings or online at www.fumcedmond.
org. Childcare is provided as well as valet parking.  
Proceeds help to send youth to summer camp.

There will be a come and go service in the 
Y Chapel at UCO from 11 am - 1 pm as well.

THIRD GRADE BIBLE PRESENTATION
We are preparing for our third grade Bible presentation this 
year on February 18th at the 11:00am service. We are so 
excited for each third grader to receive their Bible. If you 
have a third grader  please email megan@fumcedmond.org 
the way you would like your child’s name presented on their 
Bible.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Will Hodges joined by transfer 
of membership from Trinity, 
Alabama UMC and Spring  

joined by Profession of Faith. 
Daughters: Berkley & Basil.

Lou and Kathy 
Meszaros 

transferred from 
First Guthrie.

Carter Wilson 
joined by transfer 
of membership 

from First United 
Methodist Church, 

Mansfield, Tx.

Thomas and Leah 
Jensen joined 
by transfer of 

membership from  
Island Christian 

Church.

Adalynn Whitley was 
baptized. Parents: Chris 

and Kim Whitley.
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LENT SEASON STUDIES
Wednesdays  |  6 pm  |  February 21-March 14

Raising Christian Kids: Bringing up kids in a racially unjust 
America
Team taught by Megan Borum, Rev. Don Vaught, and Rev. 
Trey Witzel |  Room 108 CAC
While a great deal of public discussion exists in regard to the 
impact of race and racism on children, meaningful dialogue 
about and resources for understanding the impact of race 
on children are woefully absent. These conundrums begin 
early in life and impact the racial development of children 
in powerful ways. What can we do within our homes, 
communities and schools? Should we teach our children to 
be “colorblind”? Or, should we teach them to notice race? 
What roles do we want to equip them to play in addressing 
racism when they encounter it? What strategies will help 
our children learn to function well in a diverse nation?

Means of Grace
Led by Joe Davis  |  Room 316M
The Bible tells us that God, through Jesus Christ, wants to 
shower  us with Grace, His unmerited love.   So why do we 
have a form of Godliness but deny the power thereof?  If 
God’s Grace is free, why does it not flow freely through our 
lives.  God’s grace is like a rain barrel.   It rains equally on 
the good and the bad.   But to appropriate God’s Grace, 
we need a structure for receiving it.   John Wesley,  our 
Methodist founder, talked about five means of Grace that 
function like a rain barrel.  They are prayer, the Scriptures, 
the Lord’s Supper, fasting, and worship.

Experiencing God Through the Practice of Prayer
Led by Rev. Beverly Powell  |  Library
Come ready to embrace quiet and stillness in order to 
cultivate your relationship with the Divine. Expect to leave 
refreshed. Each class will introduce a new prayer discipline.

SKYLINE CHALLENGE
Once again, we will challenge 
New Covenant United 
Methodist Church in a Skyline 
Food and Goods Drive.  The 
church with the most donated 
food, household items and 
toiletries will win bragging 
rights for the year!  

Skyline Urban Ministry is a 
nonprofit ministry dedicated to 
impacting lives, empowering 
those in need and addressing 
the roots of poverty in 
Oklahoma.  The ministry offers 
a variety of services including a 
clothing closet, eye clinic, and 
senior services.  They serve 
more than 300 families each 
week in their food pantry and depend on donations of food 
and household items such as toilet paper, shampoo and 
soap. 

The challenge begins on Wednesday, February 14 and runs 

through March 25.  Will you help us provide for the needs 
of so many Oklahoma families by bring a food, toiletry item 
or household item such as detergent or paper towels?  Let’s 
show our Edmond First United Methodist spirit and win this 
challenge for a third year in a row!
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 31                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
5:30 pm  Wednesday Night Dinner, CAC
6:00 pm  Jesus in the Gospels, M 313/314
6:00 pm  Job Bible Study, CAC 
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practi ce, M 100B

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 1                                                                        
9:30 am  Preschool Chapel, Sanctuary
10:00 am Encore Choir, Choir Room
6:00 pm  UMW - Random Acts of Kindness

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 2                                                                        
9:00 am  Senior Citi zens Volleyball, CAC Gym
12:00 pm Scout Pack 79 Set up for Derby, CAC Gym

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 3                                                                        
7:00 am  Scout Pack 79 Derby Race, CAC Gym

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 4                                                                              
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:45 am  Sunday School Classes/Confi rmati on Class
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
12:00 pm Mission Committ ee, M 116B
1:00 pm  SPRC, M 314
4:00 pm  Disciple I, M 316
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practi ce, M 100B

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 5                                                                              
12:00 pm Senior Citi zens Volleyball, CAC Gym
6:30 pm  Page Turners Book Club, M 118B
6:45 pm  Bell Choir Practi ce, M 104B
7:00 pm   Scout Troop 77, CAC

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 6                                                                          
6:30 pm  Allies in Acti on, M 316
6:30 pm  Senior Citi zens Volleyball, CAC Gym

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 7                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
5:30 pm  Wednesday Night Dinner, CAC
6:00 pm  Jesus in the Gospels, M 313/314
6:00 pm  Job Bible Study, CAC 
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practi ce, M 100B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christi an Acti vity Center

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER | 5:30 PM

JANUARY 31
Sandwiches, chips and a cookie.

FEBRUARY 7
Pizza- Youth Fundraiser.

COST: DONATION

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (January 28, 2018)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 175
Worship Service – 9:45 am 54
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 64
Worship Service – 11:00 am 207
The Late Night Service 25

Total 542
Sunday School 257


