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The Messenger

DIVORCE IS A BREAKING... 
This week’s scripture within the Sermon on the Mount 
series doesn’t get any easier.

Matthew 5:27-37 speaks about adultery, divorce and oaths in 
that order.  Would you like to skip straight to the oaths?

The passage on adultery is very difficult because it almost 
reminds one of the Thought Police from George Orwell’s 
1984.  However, the difference here is that the church is 
not given the responsibility to police the members but it 
seems to be a self-policing that Jesus is asking us to do.

The passage on divorce is also difficult because the church 
has been the morality police on this issue for a long time.  
Unfortunately, that may not have been the intention for 
Jesus when he gave us these words.  At that time, women 
had no power to divorce.  And so this prohibition was actually 
a balancing of power in the marriage relationship.

When we think of divorce today, we certainly don’t advise 
people to remain in an abusive relationship.  It is also 
important to understand that it takes two to make any 
covenant work.  If one of the married partners decides that 
the relationship is over, the other person cannot make them 
take the marriage seriously.

In marriage counseling, one of my most heart-breaking 
situations is visiting with a couple when one of the two is 
already checked out.  Many times people are looking to 
justify their impending divorce.  I hear things like:

“I don’t love my spouse anymore,” and “I’m not in love with 
my spouse anymore.”
 
Both are telling.  The first sentence shows a reality 
concerning their action.  I am not actively loving my spouse 
at this time.  This may or may not be resolved.  One may say, 
“Okay, we’re done here” or one may say, “What if I began to 
actively love my spouse again?”

The second sentence is more about a state of being usually 
concerning how I feel about my spouse.  Feelings change 
in marital relationships all the time.  Sometimes we do feel 
“in love” with our spouse and sometimes we don’t.  Yet we 
remain in covenant and pursue the relationship until we can 
discover a deeper sense of what love really means.

Sometimes people are really asking, “How can I get out of 
my marriage covenant and will you bless my breaking it?”

If some kind of abuse is not involved (of which there are 
many kinds), this may reflect the idea that, “I didn’t really 
mean the whole ‘for worse’ part.”

We seek for marriages to work through tough times and 

flourish in ways people don’t always see as 
possible.

At the same time, I am a compassionate, forgiving Christian.  
If someone comes to us who is divorced, I don’t ask any 
probing questions as if they need to complete a quiz in order 
to insure that they were divorced for the right grounds.
 
It would be as if I were saying, “I just want to make sure 
you’re the victim here.  I know you’ve gone through a lot so 
a little more humiliation at my hands won’t make much of a 
difference, will it?”

While the church has never stated this so explicitly, I believe 
that we may have implicitly given off this attitude.  People 
who have needed the grace and healing of God the most 
may not have felt welcome.

That’s what makes this such a tough passage.

We want to teach our people that our vows are important 
and to hold fast to them.

At the same time, we want to welcome each person with 
dignity, treating all as first class citizens in the Reign of God.

We’ll continue to wrestle with this on Sunday during 
morning worship.  If you can’t join us or live stream our 
church’s Facebook feed, you can find the sermon under our 
Facebook videos for later viewing.  We would love feedback 
in the form of comments or questions on this as faith is a 
community effort!  If you are struggling in your marriage, 
we invite you to contact our church.  We would like to help.

In Christ,
Sam
To read more from Sam, visit http://precedinggrace.blogspot.com.
Photo via Flickr.com, used under the Creative Commons license. 

While it may be difficult, possessions
are easier to split up than the children.
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“GOOD GRIEF” SUPPORT GROUP
Thursday, January 26 | 10 - 11 am | Main Bldg Rm 316
If you are coping with the  loss of a loved one, come be a part 
of a group of  folks who care about you and how you have 
been coping with your loss/change in life. Facilitated by Revs. 
John Corbin and Don Vaught, sharing is confidential. 

SENIOR CONNECTION
The Senior Connection presents, the Mustang 
Ramblers! You don’t want to miss the Bluegrass, 
Country and Gospel  music on January 27 at 6:00 pm 
in the CAC.  Dinner is provided.

ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION MEETING
Sun. Jan. 29 | Main Bldg Rm 313-314 | 1-1:50 pm
Class representatives of each Adult Sunday School class 
will meet on Sunday.  Teachers from your class are also 
welcome and invited.   

We are asking each class to: 1. Come with teaching videos 
and materials your class has used in the past for mutually 
beneficial exchanges with other classes; 2. List curriculum 
your class will study during 2017; 3. See free resources 
from Edmond First’s library and Oklahoma United Meth-
odist Conference office; and, 4. List one mission outreach 
project your class will do in 2017 as well as one fellowship 
project/event (e.g., Class Christmas Party). 

This meeting will also give our class representatives and 
teachers a chance to share what has been working for 
the class regarding hospitality outreach and curriculum 
material exchange.  The meeting will begin promptly at 1 
p.m. and will dismiss at 1:50 p.m.  We appreciate all you 
do and look forward to seeing you Sunday!  

EAGLE CEREMONY
You are invited to celebrate with Nick Morey at his 
Eagle Ceremony on January 29 from 2-4 pm in the 
Edmond FUMC Sanctuary with a reception following.

LGBT SUPPORT GROUP
Tuesday, February 7 |  6:30 -7:30 pm | M 316
Our church offers a meeting with people who want  to 
show love and support to those who consider  them-
selves LGBT.  All are welcome.

ARE YOU ON FACEBOOK?
This Sunday’s sermon has had several shares and com-
ments on Facebook this week.  If you see these come 
up throughout the week, making a simple comment or 
sharing it actually allows it to get a lot more views than 
it otherwise would.  Our church page received several 
more “likes” this week because of them which increas-
es our effectiveness in evangelism today! 

DEATH NOTICE
Pearl Dunn died January 20, 2017. Funeral information 
is pending.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org

EDMOND 1st

FRIENDS
January 25th 
5:30-6:00 pm - dinner
6:00-7:30 pm - Youth

Sunday January 29th - Confirmation
Snacks provided by: Kerry Oesterle

Sunday January 29th
Mid-High Youth  5-6:30 pm
Praise Practice 5-7 pm
Dinner provided by: Michelle Grinsteiner

January 31st 
Confirmation Field Trip to Temple B’Nai
*Meet at the church at 4pm

THINGS COMING SOON
Feb. 3-5  - Winter Retreat
*Be watching your email for packing list & details.

Feb. 19th - Reverse Hollywood Prom 
7-8:30 pm in CAC, More details to come!
The youth need empty cereal boxes, tissue boxes, and empty toi-
let paper/paper towel rolls. They can be placed in Erica’s office 
during the week.

Mark your calendars to be busy on Wednesdays!  Join us 
for dinner at 5:30 and classes afterward!  Delicious meals 
are only $7 for adults, $4 for children 12 and under, and a 
maximum of $25 per family prepared by Millie’s Kitchen.

There are a variety of classes to choose from that are sure 
to meet everyone’s needs!   Classes began on January 11, 
but it’s not too late to join in!
• Disciple I or II (CAC, Room 209 & 208)

• Parables of Jesus, taught by Associate Pastor Don Vaught 
(CAC, Room 207)
• Have a New Family by Friday, led by Megan Borum, 
Director of Children’s Ministry (CAC, Room 108)
• The Salvation of Dr. Who (CAC, Room 210)
• Preschool and Children’s Choirs and childcare is available.
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Megan Borum, 
Director of Children’s Ministries

megan@fumcedmond.org

GIVING TREE THANK YOU
Church and Society would very much like to thank 
everyone who participated in our Giving Tree this year.  
Our church family donated Christmas gifts to 91 people 
for a total of 150 gifts!  We have received thank you 
notes from nearly every family on our list and have 
included a few for you to enjoy - they were all very 
thankful!  Also, our Heifer Project far exceeded our goal 
of a $5,000.00 ARK (a combination of animals that Heifer 
puts together) and collected $7,725.00.  We have also 
tallied FUMC Edmond total Heifer contribution since 
the year 2000 and we have given over $65,000.00!!! 
THANK YOU SO MUCH!!

Over the next few weeks we will continue to study Ruth in our 
elementary age Sunday school classes. We will focus on loyal-
ty and friendship, God gives us friends so we can support and 
love each other.  Sometimes those friendships change but God’s 
commitment to us never changes. Our memory verse will be 
Ruth 1:16  “Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will 
stay. Your people will be my people and your God my God.”   If 
you would like to reinforce the lesson at home you can try one 
of these two activities.

Activity: Follow the Leader
Play “Follow the Leader” with the children
Try to have different children be the leader
Talk to the children about following Godly leaders and not just 
following anyone

Activity: Bible Verse Memorization
“Where you go I’ll go. Your God will be my God.” Ruth 1:16
Where you go: point to someone else
I’ll go: point to yourself
Your God will be: point to the ceiling
My God: point to yourself
Ruth 1: hold up 1 finger
16: hold up 10 fingers and then 6 fingers

Do this a few times with the children. Make it fun for them to do 
the motions and say the words. Involving them in active learning 
is essential for memorization.

WHIZ KIDS NEEDS YOU!
WHIZ KIDS has an immediate 
need for 2 Tutors to see us 
through to the end of the 
school year! That’s just 14 
Story Filled Thursdays (with 
some Checkers thrown in)! These two spots are for students 
who currently attend WhizKids & whose tutors have taken full 
time jobs.

Our congregation has been a part of this school’s WhizKids 
program for 10 years. We serve Edwards Elementary, an OKC 
public school at NE 10th & I35. We see the results of one on 
one reading time with the students in their grades, confidence 
& behavior.

We meet every Thursday 3-5pm at Tabitha Baptist Church, next 
door to the school. Please consider mentoring/tutoring an 
Edwards Eagle Elementary Student - working on strengthening 
their reading abilities! Call Jana Gray 405-615-0876 for 
information & details!
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WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (January 22, 2017)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 214
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 64
Worship Service – 11:00 am 211
Nursery 8

Total 497
Sunday School 331
Youth 21

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Wednesday, January 25                                                            
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
5:30 pm   Wednesday Fellowship Dinner, CAC 
6:00 pm   Children’s Preschool Choir, M Choir Room 
6:00 pm   Disciple 1 & 2 Class, CAC 208 & 209
6:00 pm  The Parables, CAC 207
6:05 pm  Have a New Family Class, CAC 108
6:30 pm   Children’s Elementary Choir, M Choir Room 
6:30 pm  Salvation of Dr Who, CAC 210  
7:15 pm   Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

Thursday, January 26                                                                 
10:00 am Good Grief Support Group, M 314
3:00 pm  Whiz Kids, Tabitha Baptist Church

Friday, January 27                                                                      
9:00 am   Sr. Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym
10:00 am UMW - Seeker’s Circle, M 116B
6:00 pm  Senior Connection, CAC Gym

Sunday, January 29                                                                     
8:30/11:00 am  Traditional Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:30 am  Sunday School Classes 
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
2:00 pm  Eagle Court of Honor, Sanctuary/CAC
5:00 pm   Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B
5:00 pm  Youth 6th - 12th, M 3rd Floor
7:30 pm   Basketball, CAC Gym 
8:30 pm   Volleyball, CAC Gym

Monday, January 30                                                                   
10:00 am Senior Citizen Volleyball, CAC Gym 
5:45 pm   Scout Den Meetings, CAC Gym, 107, 207-9 
6:00 pm  Wesley Foundation Band Practice, Wesley Hall
6:00 pm  Cub Scout Pack 79 Meeting, CAC Gym
7:00 pm   Scout Troop 77, CAC

Tuesday, January 31                                                                   
9:00 am  Archives Committee, M 115B
6:30 pm   Senior Citizen Volleyball, CAC Gym
8:30 pm  Wesley Worship, Wesley Hall

Wednesday, February 1                                                               
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg 
5:30 pm   Wednesday Fellowship Dinner, CAC 
6:00 pm   Children’s Preschool Choir, M Choir Room 
6:00 pm   Disciple 1 & 2 Class, CAC 208 & 209
6:00 pm  The Parables, CAC 207
6:05 pm  Have a New Family Class, CAC 108
6:30 pm   Children’s Elementary Choir, M Choir Room 
6:30 pm  Salvation of Dr Who, CAC 210  
7:15 pm   Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

 

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER | 5:30 PM
JANUARY 25

*Taco Bar, Refried Beans, Mexican Rice, Brownies
FEBRUARY 1

*Pulled Pork Sandwiches, Macaroni & Cheese, 
Baked Beans, Coleslaw, Chocolate Cake

PBJs will be available for children.  *Catering provided by Millie’s Table.

Adults $7 | Kids 12 & Under $4
Family Max $25

New members Bob & 
Mary Austin transferred 
membership from a 
Church of the Servant.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!An Email version of the Messenger is sent each week.  If 
you would like to receive news and updates from Edmond 

FUMC, contact jamie@fumcedmond.org.

Jenny Schaeffer joined 
Edmond FUMC on January 
8th. Pictured with husband 

Andrew Schaeffer.


