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The Messenger

ME VERSUS ALL Y’ALL
Lecti onary Reading: 1 Corinthians 8:1-13 (NRSV)

Our country has long been a champion of individual 
rights and freedoms with the Bill of Rights leading 
the way.  Individualism is a big part of American 
culture.  There is a growing sense that acti ng outside 
of socially acceptable norms will be corrected by 
those who come into contact with this behavior.  Of 
course, someti mes the off ensive acti ons are ignored.  
Those who are lazier more tolerant may think, “Let 
someone else police this jerk!”

There are certain freedoms we curtail individually on 
behalf of the common good.  Probably the most well-
known example is yelling “Fire” in a crowded building.  
We set a limitati on on our freedom of speech and 
expression.  Falsely setti  ng off  panic among a group 
of people is not deemed acceptable!

So the common good is an important part of society as well.
A good society balances individual rights along with the 
good of the community.

This is what Paul is trying to do when he writes to the 
Corinthians in today’s scripture.  We may not understand 
the whole “don’t eat meat” concept.  Basically, most meat 
purchased in large metropolitan areas in Paul’s day had 
been gleaned from animals that were sacrifi ced in pagan 
temples.  Some who were “weak” would have had diffi  culty 
eati ng this meat because they would see it as parti cipati on 
in the worship of a deity other than God. 

Paul’s soluti on?

Absti nence.

Some would argue that this actually penalizes those who 
were strong in the faith – in other words, those who didn’t 
see pagan infl uence over their dinner plans.  Why should we 
be punished for the ignorant?  It is not fair!
And yet, we abstain because we have compassion for those 
who would struggle with it.  Paul is indicati ng that our 
relati onships are more important than our diet.    

Individually, I would have the theological rati onale or the 
right to eat the meat.  But Paul is bidding us to curtail our 
appeti tes for the common good.  In a church, we band 

together to help one another.

A modern look at this might be how United Methodists serve 
grape juice for Holy Communion instead of wine.  Jesus did 
use wine and it was fermented.  However, we refrain from 
the alcoholic version of grape juice in considerati on for 
those who need to have total absti nence from alcohol.

For those who declare that it is a more spiritually validati ng 
experience to use real wine, using the logic of Paul from 
today’s reading, he would say, “Get over it!”  To be spiritually 
strong is to be compassionate toward those who are having 
diffi  culty.  We give up our individual rights out of a positi on 
of strength rather than weakness. 

So if we think about it this way, if we are complaining about 
something in church, does that mean we are spiritually 
weak?

In Christ,
Sam

Check out Sam’s Blog here:  htt p://precedinggrace.blogspot.com.

Photo by muffi  nn via Flickr.com.  Used under the Creati ve Commons 
license.

Laws insuring clean air insti ll the good of the people over factories 
that manufacture goods or create energy.  We are not against 

producti on,  we just research cleaner methods of doing so.  This is 
long-sighted rather than short-sighted.



NEWS & UPDATES
Leadership meeting
12-2pm 
Lunch provided  | *Room 303 
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“GOOD GRIEF” SUPPORT GROUP
Thursday,  January  25 | 10 - 11 am |  Rm. 314
If you are coping with the  loss of a loved one, come 
be a part of a group of  folks who care about you and 
how you have been coping with your loss/change in 
life. Support group, facilitated by Revs. John Corbin 
and Don Vaught, sharing will be kept confidential.

NOISY OFFERING
Our 1st Noisy Offering of 2018 will be this Sunday, Jan 
28!  Please bring your change for the Hope Center.
 
COAT DRIVE
Our 1st Coat Drive in partnership with Parkway 
Cleaners was a huge success!  Thanks to all for your 
contributions & to Parkway for cleaning them in 
preparation for their new owners.  We look forward 
to this again in 2018, but will begin earlier in the Fall. 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT FUNDRAISER MEALS
If your group is interested in hosting a Wednesday 
Night meal to use as a fundraiser for your group, 
contact Aimee at finance@fumcedmond.org.

Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org
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EPIPHANY SERMON SERIES
We are entering into the season after the Epiphany in the 
liturgical calendar of the church.  The Epiphany is charac-
terized by the manifestation of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles 
and is often a season of light and revelation.  An epiphany 
is also seen as an insight as depicted by a light bulb above 
someone’s head in a cartoon.

We will be looking at God’s call upon our lives over the next 
six weeks.  This call comes in a variety of ways and it means 
different things for different people.

January 28  1 Corinthians 8:1-13.  The Call to Care for Others

February 4  1 Corinthians 9:16-23.  The Call to Relate to   
      Others

February 11  2 Kings 2:1-12.  The Call to Carry on the Work 
      of Others

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS AT FUMC
Wednesday Night programing will resume on January 
10, and will feature a new Bible Study- Job!  Join in 
on this insightful study led by Rev. Dr. Sam Powers at 
6 pm on Wednesday Nights.  Come early and enjoy a 
delicious dinner before in the CAC!

Join us for the annual Edmond FUMC Reverse Prom 
hosted by the Youth! This year’s event will be Disney 
themed, so break out your prom dresses and suit or 
tux and join in on the fun!  Tickets can be purchased 
in the CAC during the Sunday School hour and on 
Wednesday evenings or online at www.fumcedmond.
org. 

Childcare is provided as well as valet parking. 

Proceeds help to send youth to summer camp.
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Lent Bible Studies will begin February 21.  
Check back for more information on studies next week!
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
5:30 pm  Wednesday Night Dinner, CAC
6:00 pm  Jesus in the Gospels, M 313/314
6:00 pm  Job Bible Study, CAC 
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practi ce, M 100B

THURSDAY, JANUARY 25                                                                        
9:30 am  Preschool Chapel, Sanctuary
10:00 am Encore Choir, Choir Room
10:00 am “Good Grief” Support Group, M 314

FRIDAY, JANUARY 26                                                                        
9:00 am  Senior Citi zens Volleyball, CAC Gym
10:00 am UMW - Seeker’s Circle, B 116
6:00 pm  Senior Connecti on, CAC

SUNDAY, JANUARY 28                                                                              
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:45 am  Sunday School Classes/Confi rmati on Class
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
12:00 pm Praise Band Practi ce
3:00 pm  District UMW meeti ng, M 314
4:00 pm  Disciple I, M 316
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practi ce, M 100B
7:00 pm  Late Night on Hurd, Wesley Hall

MONDAY, JANUARY 29                                                                              
12:00 pm Senior Citi zens Volleyball, CAC Gym
6:45 pm  Bell Choir Practi ce, M 104B
7:00 pm   Scout Troop 77, CAC

TUESDAY, JANUARY 30                                                                          
6:30 pm  Senior Citi zens Volleyball, CAC Gym

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 31                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
5:30 pm  Wednesday Night Dinner, CAC
6:00 pm  Jesus in the Gospels, M 313/314
6:00 pm  Job Bible Study, CAC 
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practi ce, M 100B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christi an Acti vity Center

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER | 5:30 PM

JANUARY 24
Pasta

JANUARY 31
Sandwiches, chips and a cookie.

COST: DONATION

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (January 21, 2018)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 176
Worship Service – 9:45 am 56
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 66
Worship Service – 11:00 am 210
The Late Night Service 25

Total 533
Sunday School 232


