
THE BIGGEST 
WINNER
L e c t i o n a r y 
Reading: Luke 
4:14-21 (NRSV)

As I continue in 
my sermon series, 
“Juxtaposed: The 
Paradox of Faith” 
we will begin to 
look at Luke’s 
Gospel lectionary 
readings starting 
with this Sunday.

We open with 
Luke’s account of 
the onset of the 
ministry of Jesus 
among the people 
of Galilee.  He has 
been baptized 
and successfully 
w i t h h e l d 
temptations.  Now 
he is ready to 
begin preaching, 
teaching, healing 
and embodying the mystery of God.  While John’s Gospel 
begins with the miracle at Cana, Luke begins with teaching 
in the synagogue in his own hometown.

Jesus reads from Isaiah 61 which is speaking to a people 
that have been exiled in Babylon and have returned home 
to Judah.  They are trying to rebuild the Temple in Jerusalem 
which had been destroyed by the Babylonians in the time of 
their grandparents and great-grandparents.  

Isaiah speaks of good news to the returned.  It would have 
been good to hear and yet many would have felt that it may 
have been a bit premature.  It was good to hear that the Lord 
had released them so that they may return home.  Yet there 
were now people occupying their ancestral lands.  Would 
these distant cousins make room for them once more?  

Or would they more likely see how Babylon had rubbed off 

too much on these 
exiles seeking 
to move in with 
them?

There is a paradox 
in that they were 
free and yet at 
the same time 
still captive to 
the culture they 
thought they had 
escaped.

Jesus reads this 
same word to a 
people bound by 
Rome.  They also 
longed to be free 
and longed for 
someone to free 
them.  

How does this 
message of Jesus 
set with the 
people of God?  
Is it too soon 
to declare this?  

Would the people accept it?  It may be especially difficult in 
that Jesus speaks this word to his hometown!

Today, we see Jesus speaking to the poor, the captives and 
the blind.  What does that mean to the rich, the free and 
the sighted?  It is also paradoxical to us today in that we are 
both at the same time: rich and poor, captive and free, blind 
and sighted.  How does our faith allow us to hold these 
things in tension?  How do we receive good news in a way 
that we can incorporate it?  

We’ll continue to explore this on Sunday - I hope you’ll join 
us in some fashion!

In Christ,
Sam

Check out more of Sam’s blog articles at precedinggrace.blogspot.
com. Photo used under the Creative Commons license. 
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The Messenger

 President Bush received flack from this banner which 
served as a backdrop to a speech in 2003.

Sometimes the narrative told is an attempt
to bind reality to the vision being cast.
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“GOOD GRIEF” SUPPORT GROUP
Thursday,  January 24 | 10 - 11 am |  Rm. 314
If you are coping with the  loss of a loved one, come 
be a part of a group of  folks who care about you and 
how you have been coping with your loss/change in 
life. Support group, facilitated by Revs. John Corbin 
and Don Vaught, sharing will be kept confidential. 

SENIOR CONNECTION
Friday, January 25 |  6 pm | Christian Activity Center
The Senior Connection returns after a two month 
break on January 25!  Make plans to attend because 
the entertainment is SULLY & SISSON, performing all 
kinds of songs and music for everyone. And, of course, 
dinner.

NOISY OFFERING
The Noisy Offering is coming this Sunday! Please bring 
your spare coins to worship for this collection.

WELCOME LUNCHEON FOR NEW MUSIC 
DIRECTOR
Sunday, January 27  |  12 PM  |  CAC
We will be hosting a luncheon to welcome Tim Navis 
on Sunday, January 27th directly after the 11:00 
service in the CAC. It will be a potluck lunch and ham 
will be provided. Please bring a food item according to 
this chart: A-I  Casserole, J-M Bread/Rolls, N-U Salad, 
V-Z  Dessert.

ASSISTANCE FOR THOSE AFFECTED BY 
SHUTDOWN
If there is anyone in our FUMC family being affected by 
the government shutdown that is in need of assistance, 
please email trey@fumcedmond.org. Groceries, 
babysitting, etc., we would love to try and help out.

Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org

EDMOND 1st

FRIENDS

2

WINTER RETREAT
The youth had a great weekend at Winter Spark. 
We had 43 youth and 11 adults spend the weekend 
in the canyon learning about Grace with 190 plus of 
our closest friends. Thank you for your prayers this 
weekend. 
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ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS SPECIAL MEETING
Dear Adult Sunday School Class Representatives:
Class representatives and teachers from each Adult Sunday 
School class will meet on Sunday, January 27, 2019, in the 
main building, 3rd floor, Rooms 313-314, from 1p.m. to 1:50 
p.m.  

We are asking each class to:
1. Come with teaching videos and materials your class has 
used in the past. We hope classes will be able to trade ma-
terials with each other for future class curriculum. Three or 
four classes may pitch in to buy sets and then each class can 
use the materials. 
 
2. List and schedule all the curriculum your class will study 
during 2019.  Our hope is to publish this information on 
our church website.  (People exploring different possible 
churches to attend often view the church website.  This will 
allow prospective new members to see what each class is 
offering.  Some prospective visitors will be attracted to your 
class based on what is being taught and studied.)
 
3. Consider Bible Studies, Church History, Current Issues, 
Christian Lesson Books and other materials offered at www.
cokesbury.com when developing your plans for 2019.
  
4. We will share materials for short-term Disciple Bible 
Study series that range from 8-10 weeks (e.g., Invitation to 
Psalms—Disciple ten week video series).  These items are 

in our church library and will be out on display for you to 
consider during this January 27 meeting.
  
5. Consider the free Oklahoma United Methodist Confer-
ence office materials.  There is a library of videos which 
you can check out for free to use in classes.  You can view a 
directory of these at www.okumc.org/resourcelibrary.  We 
will bring a hard-copy list of these materials available at the 
meeting for you to take with you.

6. Consider and inform the staff regarding one mission 
outreach project your class will do in 2019 as well as one 
fellowship project/event (e.g., Class Christmas Party). We 
encourage classes to take pictures at your Sunday School 
events during the year so staff can post them on the church 
website.   

This meeting will also give our class representatives and 
teachers a chance to share what has been working for the 
class regarding hospitality outreach and curriculum materi-
al exchange.  

This meeting will begin promptly at 1 p.m. and will dismiss 
at 1:50 p.m.  We appreciate all you do and look forward to 
seeing you Sunday!  

Blessings,
Rev. Dr. Samuel T. Powers        Don Vaught           
Senior Pastor    Associate Pastor

WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY
Join us on Wednesday nights in January as Sam leads us 

in looking at differing interpretations of scripture regarding 

homosexuality and how we as United Methodists hold 

varying interpretations yet strive for inclusion and grace.  

We will be meeting at 6:00 pm in Wesley Hall.

PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT
Who needs a date night? Parents Night Out will be February 

8th from 6pm-9pm. The cost for Parents Night Out is $15.00 

a child. There are limited spots available. You can sign up at 

www.fumcedmond.org. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 23                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
5:15 pm  Wednesday Night Dinner
6:00 pm  Bible Studies and Classes
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

THURSDAY, JANUARY 24                                                                      
9:30 am   Preschool Chapel
10:00 am “Good Grief” Support Group, M 314

FRIDAY, JANUARY 25                                                                         
10:00 am UMW Seeker’s Circle, M 116B
6:00 pm  Senior Connection

SUNDAY, JANUARY 27                                                                              
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:30 am  Sunday School Classes 
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
12:00 pm Welcome Lunch for Navis Family
1:00 pm  Sunday School Class Rep Meeting, M 313-314
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

MONDAY, JANUARY 28                                                                              
6:00 pm  Preschool Meeting, M 316
7:00 pm  Scouts, CAC

TUESDAY, JANUARY 29                                                                         
6:30 pm  Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 30                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
5:15 pm  Wednesday Night Dinner
6:00 pm  Bible Studies and Classes
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship, 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christian Activity Center

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER | 5:15 PM

JANUARY 23
TBA

JANUARY 23
TBA

COST: DONATION

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (January 20, 2019)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 153
Worship Service – 9:45 am 29
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 69
Worship Service – 11:00 am 189
Nursery 14

Total 454

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

5099422

Joe & Lesley Wempe joined 
the church on a transfer of 
membership from another 
Methodist Church.

Brynn Turner Barnett was 
baptized on Sunday. Her 

father, Ryan Barnett, joined 
by transfer of membership 

from another Methodist 
Church. Brandi is already a 

member. 

If your group would like to be in charge of a Wednesday 
Night meal as a fundraiser, contact Aimee at 341-0107.


