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The Messenger

A YEAR IN REVIEW

Each year, we are required to tally our stati sti cs and 
send them in to the conference.  Records are kept on 
every United Methodist church in Oklahoma.  I thought 
I would pass on how we are doing to you this week.

We had another year of gains in our church in 2017.  We 
closed the year by averaging 505 in worship (among our 
fi ve Sunday worship services) which was up from 462 
in 2016.  This is our highest average att endance since 
2002 when Chuck Nordean was the pastor.  That year it was 
513.  Our highest average ever was 534 in 1999.  We hope to 
eclipse that this year!  This means that we will need to grow 
in each of our services.

For our two new services, our 9:45 am service averaged 55 
and our 7:00 pm service averaged 31 since they started in 
the fall.  While these are good averages for beginning, it also 
means that there are some Sundays that they are lower than 
this which may seem kind of small.  For our 9:45 service, this 
allows for visitors to have space in the sanctuary at 8:30 or 
11:00.  In order to prop this up, if you don’t att end Sunday 
school, you might consider att ending this service once a 
month which would not only help out for space in the two 
larger services but also allow you to meet some people that 
you may not already know!  

For our 7:00 pm service (the Late Night Service), they meet 
in Wesley Hall.  The band plays basically the same set as for 
our 10:50 am service but the sermon is diff erent from the 
morning as Trey Witzel or Matt  Borum preach a rotati on.  If 
you att end one of the sanctuary services in the morning, 
this would be a great ti me for you to hear our wonderful 
musicians!  You can listen to two of their songs here: 
htt ps://soundcloud.com/thelatenightservice/sets/album-
teaser.  Please feel free to share this link with your friends!  
Trey and Matt  are both doing a great job with preaching this 
service and it is a ti me I can go and simply renew in worship.  
Weekly Communion is served at this service.  While the 
target for Late Night is college age and young adults, all ages 

are welcome to join us for worship!

Our membership at the end of 2017 was 2737, up from 2672 
in 2016.  We received 28 on profession of Christi an faith, 
39 on transfer from other United Methodist congregati ons 
and 22 from other denominati ons.  We took in slightly more 
members in 2016 with 33 professions of faith, 46 United 
Methodist transfers and 18 from other denominati ons.

Finally, our Sunday school att endance averaged 241 in 2017, 
up from 220 in 2016.  Sunday school is a real strength of this 
congregati on signifi ed by the great variety of classes that 
we off er.  As we enter into the new year, you might consider 
how your own discipleship might be increased through 
Sunday school or one of our other Bible studies.  As a plug, 
I will be teaching a four-week session on the book of Job 
starti ng Wednesday, January 17 from 6:00 pm to 7:00 pm in 
room 108 of the Christi an Acti vity Center.  All are welcome 
to join us for some lively discussion as we consider suff ering, 
innocence and God’s role in our lives.

This Sunday, we’ll conti nue to look at God’s call upon our 
lives.  I will be preaching on Mark 1:14-20 as we examine 
the priority of God.  I hope you’ll join us Sunday for one 
of our fi ve off erings of worship to God!  Come and help us 
reach our largest year in our church’s rich history!
 
In Christ,
Sam

Check out Sam’s Blog here:  htt p://precedinggrace.blogspot.
com.



NEWS & UPDATES
The youth had a great December. We finalized our penny 
wars for Puerto Rico. The youth raised $228.76 for Puerto 
Rico. The Pathfinder Sunday School class invited us for an 
afternoon of snow tubing. The youth ended their month with 
a festive Christmas party where they made 40 hygiene kits 
for ice angels. Thank you for praying for us while we were 
at Winter Retreat January 12-15 with 43 youth and 8 adults. 

The Messenger                       January 17, 2018

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN UNIT MEETING
Wednesday, January 17 | 1 pm 
Next United Methodist Women Unit meeting is on 
Wednesday, Jan. 17, 2018 at 1 PM. Wesleyan Circle 
is the Hostess and Friendship Circle has the Program. 
Crossroads district winter workshop will be held on 
Sat., February 17, 2018 at 9 AM in Yukon first United 
Methodist Church. Make plans to go to both meetings.

CANCER SUPPORT GROUP
Friday, January 19 | 10 am  |  Room 314 
If cancer is a part of your life, do not cope alone; you  
have a church and a cancer support group that is  there 
for you! Items discussed will be confidential.  Come 
find out more about fellowship, increased  awareness, 
healing, optimism, strength, understanding and 
growing together.

“GOOD GRIEF” SUPPORT GROUP
Thursday,  January  25 | 10 - 11 am |  Rm. 314
If you are coping with the  loss of a loved one, come 
be a part of a group of  folks who care about you and 
how you have been coping with your loss/change in 
life. Support group, facilitated by Revs. John Corbin 
and Don Vaught, sharing will be kept confidential.

Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org

EDMOND 1st

FRIENDS
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EPIPHANY SERMON SERIES
We are entering into the season after the Epiphany in the 
liturgical calendar of the church.  The Epiphany is charac-
terized by the manifestation of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles 
and is often a season of light and revelation.  An epiphany 
is also seen as an insight as depicted by a light bulb above 
someone’s head in a cartoon.

We will be looking at God’s call upon our lives over the next 
six weeks.  This call comes in a variety of ways and it means 
different things for different people.

January 21  Mark 1:14-20.  The Priority of the Call

January 28  1 Corinthians 8:1-13.  The Call to Care for Others

February 4  1 Corinthians 9:16-23.  The Call to Relate to   
      Others

February 11  2 Kings 2:1-12.  The Call to Carry on the Work 
      of Others



The Messenger                       January 17, 2018

3

PIZZA WITH THE PASTOR

Are you new to FUMC or know someone who is?  
Join us for Pizza with the Pastor on Sunday, January 
21 to meet the pastors and staff of FUMC and 
learn more about the church and how you can get 
involved.  

Childcare is available!  RSVP  by January 18 to info@
fumcedmond.org.  

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS AT FUMC
Wednesday Night programing will resume on January 
10, and will feature a new Bible Study- Job!  Join in 
on this insightful study led by Rev. Dr. Sam Powers at 
6 pm on Wednesday Nights.  Come early and enjoy a 
delicious dinner before in the CAC!
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 17                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
9:00 am  Ice Angels, CAC Kitchen
12:00 pm UMW Executi ve Meeti ng, M 116B
1:00 pm  UMW Unit Meeti ng, M 118B
5:30 pm  Wednesday Night Dinner, CAC
6:00 pm  Jesus in the Gospels, M 313/314
6:00 pm  Job Bible Study, CAC 
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practi ce, M 100B

THURSDAY, JANUARY 18                                                                        
9:30 am  Preschool Chapel, Sanctuary
10:00 am Encore Choir, Choir Room
7:00 pm  Finance Meeti ng

FRIDAY, JANUARY 19                                                                        
8:30 am  Preschool Inservice Day, CAC 107
9:00 am  Senior Citi zens Volleyball, CAC Gym
10:00 am Cancer Support Group, M 314

SATURDAY, JANUARY 20                                                                        
2:00 pm  Scout Court of Honor, CAC /Sanctuary

SUNDAY, JANUARY 21                                                                              
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:45 am  Sunday School Classes/Confi rmati on Class
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
12:00 pm Pizza with the Pastor, M 314
12:00 pm Praise Band Practi ce
3:00 pm  District UMW meeti ng, M 314
4:00 pm  Disciple I, M 316
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practi ce, M 100B
7:00 pm  Late Night on Hurd, Wesley Hall

MONDAY, JANUARY 22                                                                              
12:00 pm Senior Citi zens Volleyball, CAC Gym
6:45 pm  Bell Choir Practi ce, M 104B
7:00 pm   Scout Troop 77, CAC

TUESDAY, JANUARY 23                                                                          
6:30 pm   Senior Congregati onal Care, M 118B
6:00 pm  Scouts - STEM, CAC 209
6:30 pm  Senior Citi zens Volleyball, CAC Gym

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
5:30 pm  Wednesday Night Dinner, CAC
6:00 pm  Jesus in the Gospels, M 313/314
6:00 pm  Job Bible Study, CAC 
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practi ce, M 100B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christi an Acti vity Center

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER | 5:30 PM

JANUARY 17
Sandwiches, Chips and Cookie

JANUARY 24
TBA

COST: DONATION

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (January 14, 2018)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 167
Worship Service – 9:45 am 46
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 63
Worship Service – 11:00 am 189
Nursery 17
The Late Night Service 19

Total 501
Sunday School 205


