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The Messenger

THIS IS THE GATE OF HEAVEN 

Lecti onary Reading: John 1:43-51 
(NRSV)

What is it like to be known?

My fi rst real friend’s name was 
Ralph.  He lived in the house behind 
ours and we had an adjoining 
chain link fence that would divide 
our play in the backyard.  This 
didn’t keep us from enjoying our 
daily ti me together as children and 
we invented lots of play together 
through the fence.

I can remember him calling my name, 
“Saaaammmy!!” when I was inside the 
house indicati ng that he wanted me to come outside.

I would just as oft en call out a sing-song, “Raaallph, come 
out and plaaay!” when I was ready for him to join me in the 
backyard.

We moved when I was fi ve years old and Ralph was the fi rst 
absence I remember.

To be known by another and to know that person in kind is 
signifi cant.

In today’s lecti onary reading, Jesus seems to know Nathanael.  
Nathanael responds in worshipful tones to Jesus, declaring 
allegiance through his praise.

Jesus alludes to angels ascending and descending on the Son 
of Man which is a self-reference.  This would call to mind the 
story of Jacob experiencing God in a dream in Genesis 28:10-
22.  Jacob’s theophany calls him to cry out, “This is none 
other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven!”  
Jesus later refers to himself as the Gate in John’s Gospel.

As we context the Genesis reference, we remember that 
Jacob is fl eeing from the homicidal wrath of his twin brother 

Esau whose paternal blessing he just swindled.  When Jesus 
tells Nathanael, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there 
is no deceit” it makes one wonder if he was being sarcasti c.  
Nathanael had just asked the questi on, “Can anything good 
come out of Nazareth?”  Maybe Jesus was just acknowledging 
that Nathanael was a blunt individual.  He called it like he saw it!

In any event, we see that Nathanael’s response is to being 
known.

As we conti nue to look at God’s call upon our lives, we also 
know that someti mes we are not interested in being known 
quite so thoroughly.  As we get older, there are calls we get 
from people that make us respond not with joy but with 
cringing.  We fi nd that, like Jacob, we may end up wrestling 
with God.  Hopefully, we can discover a truth in ourselves 
and in those we meet.  Maybe, this realizati on will cause us 
to declare that we have entered the house of God and seen 
the gate of heaven.

In Christ,
Sam

Check out Sam’s Blog here:  htt p://precedinggrace.blogspot.com.

St Paul’s Cathedral in London draws the eyes heavenward to 
perhaps remind us of angels ascending and descending.



NEWS & UPDATES
The youth will be leaving Friday evening for District Camp 
Spark Winter Retreat. We will be taking 50 people with youth 
and adults to the retreat. We will return on Monday. Please 
be praying for a fruitful and safe weekend for our youth and 
adults. 

The Messenger                       January 10, 2018

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN UNIT MEETING
Wednesday, January 17 | 1 pm 
Next United Methodist Women Unit meeting is on 
Wednesday, Jan. 17, 2018 at 1 PM. Wesleyan Circle 
is the Hostess and Friendship Circle has the Program. 
Crossroads district winter workshop will be held on 
Sat., February 17, 2018 at 9 AM in Yukon first United 
Methodist Church. Make plans to go to both meetings.

MESSAGE OF THANKS
Thank you for the blood donations, cards and prayers.  
Barbara Breithaupt

CANCER SUPPORT GROUP
Friday, January 19 | 10 am  |  Room 314 
If cancer is a part of your life, do not cope alone; you  
have a church and a cancer support group that is  there 
for you! Items discussed will be confidential.  Come 
find out more about fellowship, increased  awareness, 
healing, optimism, strength, understanding and 
growing together.

Erica Lawrence,
Director of Youth Ministries

erica@fumcedmond.org

EDMOND 1st

FRIENDS

2

EPIPHANY SERMON SERIES
We are entering into the season after the Epiphany in the 
liturgical calendar of the church.  The Epiphany is charac-
terized by the manifestation of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles 
and is often a season of light and revelation.  An epiphany 
is also seen as an insight as depicted by a light bulb above 
someone’s head in a cartoon.

We will be looking at God’s call upon our lives over the next 
six weeks.  This call comes in a variety of ways and it means 
different things for different people.

January 14  John 1:43-51.  The Call to Wrestle with God

January 21  Mark 1:14-20.  The Priority of the Call

January 28  1 Corinthians 8:1-13.  The Call to Care for Others

February 4  1 Corinthians 9:16-23.  The Call to Relate to   
      Others

February 11  2 Kings 2:1-12.  The Call to Carry on the Work 
      of Others

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS AT FUMC
Wednesday Night programing will resume on January 
10, and will feature a new Bible Study- Job!  Join in 
on this insightful study led by Rev. Dr. Sam Powers at 
6 pm on Wednesday Nights.  Come early and enjoy a 
delicious dinner before in the CAC!
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UMM BREAKFAST
Saturday, January 13  |  8 am  |  CAC
Join the United Methodist Men on Saturday for a delicious breakfast with 
scrambled eggs, biscuits and gravy, coffee, orange juice, milk, fellowship, and a 
fantastic speaker, Debbie Ingraham.

Debbie is currently appointed at Skyline Urban Ministry as the Executive 
Director/Pastor. At Skyline, she is able to feed her passions for social justice 
and apply her experience. While her work has been varied, her passion has 
always been the same: to work for social justice. She has filled this passion as a 
social worker, a teacher of at-risk students, and an ordained pastor. 

At Skyline Urban Ministry, she continues to dedicate herself to the cause of 
building the kingdom of God through working with those who are on the 
outskirts of society and helping them know they are loved, valued and wanted 
as members of the Body of Christ.

If she were asked about her agenda for her service at Skyline Urban Ministry, it would be to work with and among the people 
of Oklahoma facilitating wholeness of body, mind and spirit. Helping us all know and understand that those on the “inside” 
are often as broken and hungry as those on the “outside” and in working together in mission and ministry, we all move a step 
closer to wholeness and living as the persons God created us to be, becoming stronger, more faithful disciples of Christ as we 
transform the world.

CROP  WALK TOTALS

Our church’s final tally for the 2017 CROP Walk  on 

November 5th is $2236 (lower than last year’s $4068) and 

we had 42 walkers (also less than last year -53) plus an 

additional $500 contribution from Church & Society to 

help sponsor our local CROP Walk.  In total, the Edmond 

CROP Walk took in $11,207.83. We would like to thank ALL 

our walkers and EVERYONE who contributed to our walk 

this year.  Our efforts help to feed many hungry people 

here in Edmond and around the world.

PIZZA WITH THE PASTOR

Are you new to FUMC or know someone who is?  
Join us for Pizza with the Pastor on Sunday, January 
21 to meet the pastors and staff of FUMC and 
learn more about the church and how you can get 
involved.  

Childcare is available!  RSVP  by January 18 to info@
fumcedmond.org.  
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 10                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
1:00 pm  UMW - Friendship Circle, M 118B
5:30 pm  Wednesday Night Dinner, CAC
6:00 pm  Jesus in the Gospels, M 313/314
6:00 pm  Job Bible Study, CAC  
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practi ce, M 100B

THURSDAY, JANUARY 11                                                                        
9:30 am  Preschool Chapel, Sanctuary
10:00 am Encore Choir, Choir Room

FRIDAY, JANUARY 12                                                                        
9:00 am  Senior Citi zens Volleyball, CAC Gym
5:30 pm  Youth Winter Retreat

SATURDAY, JANUARY 13                                                                        
Youth Winter Retreat 
8:00 am  UMM Breakfast, CAC Gym

SUNDAY, JANUARY 14                                                                              
8:30/9:45/11:00 am Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:45 am  Sunday School Classes
10:50 am  Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall
4:00 pm  Disciple I, M 316
5:00 pm  Chancel Choir Practi ce, M 100B
7:00 pm  Late Night on Hurd, Wesley Hall

MONDAY, JANUARY 15                                                                              
12:00 pm Senior Citi zens Volleyball, CAC Gym
6:45 pm  Bell Choir Practi ce, M 104B
7:00 pm   Scout Troop 77, CAC

TUESDAY, JANUARY 16                                                                          
6:30 pm   Senior Citi zens Volleyball, CAC Gym
7:00 pm  Preschool Meeti ng, M 316

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 17                                                                      
6:00 am   Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg
9:00 am  Ice Angels, CAC Kitchen
12:00 pm UMW Executi ve Meeti ng, M 116B
1:00 pm  UMW Unit Meeti ng, M 118B
5:30 pm  Wednesday Night Dinner, CAC
6:00 pm  Jesus in the Gospels, M 313/314
6:00 pm  Job Bible Study, CAC 
6:00 pm  Youth Fellowship 6-12th, M 3rd Floor
7:15 pm  Chancel Choir Practi ce, M 100B

M = Main Building | B = Basement | CAC = Christi an Acti vity Center

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER | 5:30 PM

JANUARY 10
Pizza, Salad and dessert.  Youth Fundraiser

JANUARY 17
Sandwiches, Chips and Cookie

COST: DONATION

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE (January 7, 2018)

Worship Service – 8:30 am 177
Worship Service – 9:45 am 32
Worship on Hurd – 10:50 am 84
Worship Service – 11:00 am 187
Nursery 16
The Late Night Service 21

Total 517
Sunday School 243

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Teri Pugh joined 
on January 7 by 

Reaffi  rmati on of Faith.

Pete and Margo Luedtke 
joined on Dec. 31 and 
transferred from Quail 

Springs UMC.


