
|   Ju l y  6 ,  20 1 6  ○   V o l u m e 2 8 ,  I s sue  2 7   | 

M a i l i n g  A d d r e s s  P . O .  B o x  3 9 0 ,  E d m o n d ,  O K  7 3 0 8 3  
P h y s i c a l  A d d r e s s  3 0 5  E .  H u r d ,  E d m o n d ,  O K  7 3 0 3 4  

P h o n e  4 0 5 - 3 4 1 - 0 1 0 7   |   F a x  4 0 5 - 3 4 8 - 7 9 2 1  
W e b  w w w . f u m c e d m o n d . o r g   |   E m a i l  i n f o @ f u m c e d m o n d . o r g  

If you had a poll of the most popular parables of Je-

sus, I would think that the Good Samaritan comes in 

first.  The Prodigal Son might edge it out.  Maybe the 

Sower.  But I think there is something about the Good 

Samaritan that has broad appeal in society.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For one thing, people can identify with being victim-

ized and left for dead.  Even if we have no physical 

experience of this, our imaginations are such that we 

can put ourselves in the poor traveler’s place and 

identify the horror and injustice of the situation. 

We can also appreciate that help doesn’t always 

come from those we depend upon.  The priest and 

the Levite should be the kind of trustworthy people 

you could expect to help you in time of need.  Most 

people have been let down by friends or family at 

some point in life and can identify that this disap-

pointment is unfortunately accurate. 

Finally, we do recognize that help does come to us in 

life from unlikely sources.  Samaritans and Jews were 

not exactly on friendly terms during the time of Jesus 

and so for the Samaritan to be seen as the hero is 

definitely unexpected.  I can remember my brother 

Bob re-telling this parable in a modern setting back in 

1980.  We were in the middle of the Iranian hostage 

crisis and he titled it, “The Good Iranian”.  It left an 

impression on me to this day. 

This has the wonderful result of making us re-

examine our own cultural or racial prejudices.  At the 

same time, we are reminded that God’s grace comes 

to us in ways that we normally may not consider. All 

of this is in the context of Jesus showing us that true 

life comes from loving God and neighbor.   

This Sunday, Luke 10:25-37 which contains this para-

ble is the Gospel reading for the lectionary.  It comes 

just once every three years.  I’m not sure that this is 

often enough for us to consider this wisdom and I’m 

sorry it is placed during July when we have some of 

our smallest crowds.  However, I always enjoy 

preaching on this and will enjoy it again on Sunday.   

If you are in town, I would encourage you to join us 
for worship! 

 

In Christ, 

Sam 

 

 

A DEFINING PARABLE 

The Messenger 

Good Samaritan moments are now looked at in popular 
culture as any unexpected kindness. 

http://www.fumcedmond.org
mailto:info@fumcedmond.org
http://www.history.com/topics/iran-hostage-crisis
http://www.history.com/topics/iran-hostage-crisis
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+10%3A25-37&version=NRSV
https://www.youtube.com/user/EdmondFirstUMC
http://www.facebook.com/FirstUnitedMethodistChurchofEdmond
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Erica Lawrence, 
Director of Youth Ministries 

CYME Camp @ Egan 
July 4-8 
 
Please be praying for our CYME 
campers this week. Myself and 
five others will be at camp 
Egan for the week learning 
how to be better leaders in our 
church, community, and youth 
group. We will return Friday 
around 4pm at the church. 

  

July 6 
6-8 PM 
Youth  

No Dinner 
*Meet on the 

3rd floor 

 
July 10 

No Youth 

Music Ministries 

Andrew Schaeffer, 
Director of Music Ministries 

Join us as our summer music series contin-
ues with a brief organ recital I’ll be giving in 
the sanctuary on Sunday, July 17th at 4:00 and 
an all-congregational recital on Sunday,       
August 14th also at 4:00 with a home-made 
ice cream social to follow in the gym!  
 
If you're interested in participating in the    
August event, please contact me at 
(andrew@fumcedmond.org) or 405-341-0107 
ext. 113. 

Megan Borum, Director of Children's Ministries 

Opportunities to Serve with Eagle Lake 
As you’ve probably heard by now, this summer we’re doing something incredibly exciting as a church: we’re partnering with Eagle 
Lake Camps to bring summer camp to our church! There are so many ways you can be involved with Eagle Lake this summer! This 
is a great opportunity to serve and have fun! Volunteers do not need to be there all day every day. Many positions are only for 
about an hour per day, so you can choose the days that work best for you! 
 

 Check-in Volunteers: The first day of camp we’ll need help in registering campers as quickly as possible. This is a very 

short time commitment, but has a huge impact as it begins the camp experience for each child. You will also be the first con-
nection point for parents from the community as they register their campers. We will need your help from 8:15-9:30 am on 
the opening day of camp (Monday) as well as Tuesday-Friday mornings from 8:45-9:15 am. We will also need a couple for 
checkout from 3:45-4:15 pm daily. 

 Medical Volunteers: First Kids needs volunteers to provide medical attention to our campers July 18-22 between the 

hours of 9:00-4:00.  Must be a certified nurse, paramedic, or EMT.  Hours and days are flexible! 

 Staff Meal Preparation: Love to serve behind the scenes? We need your help feeding our Eagle Lake staff, Crew campers, 

and volunteers! The commitment is from 11:00 am-1:00 pm, Monday through Friday. We’d love to have you join us for lunch 
every day, but feel free to sign up if you can only do one day.  

 Provide Tuesday Dinner: On Tuesday, the Eagle Lake staff will do their own Bible study, so they will need dinner at the 

church. You can drop it off at the church at any point on Tuesday before 5 pm! 
 
If you can volunteer to help in one of these areas please email: megan@fumcedmond.org or call 405.650.5426 

mailto:andrew@fumcedmond.org
mailto:megan@fumcedmond.org
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United Methodist Men Breakfast 

UMM will meet on Saturday, July 9 at 8 am in the CAC 
Gym for their monthly breakfast meeting. The always deli-
cious breakfast will include scrambled eggs, biscuits & gravy, 
coffee, orange juice, milk and fellowship.  The UMM is pleased 
to offer a presentation by one of the new members of our con-
gregation, Scott Abbott.  Scott was born in Little Rock, AR on 
June 10, 1957. Both of his parents, Beth and Eli Abbott, were 
born and raised in northeast Arkansas and were graduates of 
University of Arkansas. Scott’s father, Eli went to work for 
Sears upon graduation and relocated the family twice, ending 
up in Monroe, Louisiana when Scott was eleven. Scott grew up 
in the ‘Bayou State’ and learned to love fishing and duck 
hunting as there was plenty of water around for outdoor 
sports. The Abbott family regularly attended the local Method-
ist church in their home town. 
  

Scott graduated from Ouachita Parish High School in Monroe 
in 1975 and was admitted to Hendrix College, a Methodist 
College, in Conway, Arkansas. After two years, Scott trans-
ferred to University of Louisiana in Monroe where he complet-
ed his Bachelor’s degree in Economics. 
  

Scott’s first job after graduation was a route salesman for 
Cain’s Coffee Company in Shreveport, Louisiana, servicing res-
taurants and other food service establishments. After 5 long 
years on the route, Scott was promoted to Sales Manager in 

Shreveport, then later to Regional Man-
ager in Jackson, Mississippi. It was there 
that Scott married his wife, Deborah 
Abbott, and his son, Alex Abbott was 
born.  
  

As Scott continued to move up the man-
agement chain, he was brought into 
Oklahoma City, the corporate headquar-
ters for Cain’s Coffee to became a Zone 
Manager. He later became the Vice President of Marketing, 
and finally became the President/CEO in January 1999.  
  

Less than 2 years later, Cain’s was purchased by Sara Lee of 
Chicago and Scott led the company through the transition. The 
difference in mentality between the southern plains folks and 
the Chicago Fortune 500 folks was too much for Scott to deal 
with and he left to stay in Oklahoma City and work for local 
people. Scott joined Ford Audio-Video Systems in 2003 as a 
Division Manager for OKC and is now the corporate Director of 
Sales. “The audio-video industry is booming right now”, said 
Scott. “AV is used in every meeting space, in every type of 
business and is constantly being upgraded. The coffee business 
was wonderful, but AV is the industry to be in today”.  
  

Scott and Deborah reside in Edmond and plan to retire here. 
They recently joined Edmond First United Methodist Church 
and are very happy with their decision.  

Sunday School Class Studies 
Adult Sunday school classes are offered each Sunday  
from 9:45-10:45 am. Although most of our classes have 
a wide variety of age levels, they do have a media age 
that fits into young, middle or senior adult categories. 
Below is a list of our current Sunday School Classes for 
adults, as well as their meeting location and current 
study schedule. 

Bible Study — Main Building, Room 116B 
 - Minor Prophets 

Bridge Builders — Christian Activity Center, Room 107 
 - Summer Cokesbury Quarterly 

Emmanuel — Main Building, Room 315 
 - Isaiah 

Faith Experience — Main Building, Room 316 
 - “Religion & Science, Pathways to Truth”  
    by Francis Collins 

Families with Children (Pathfinders) — CAC, Room 209 
 - “True Spirituality” by Chip Ingram 

 

Footsteps — Main Building, Room 111B 
  - “This We Believe” by Wm. Willimon (July 10-17) 
 -  Methodism (July 24-Aug. 7) 

Genesis — Main Building, Room 313 
 - “At The End of the Day” by J. Moore  (July 10-17) 
   Guest Speaker beginning July 24 
  

Good News — Main Building, Room 118B 
 - “How United Methodists Study Scripture” 

Inquirers — Main Building, Room 114B 

Journey Class — CAC, Room 207 
 - Jesus & the Jewish Roots of the Eucharist 

New Class (to be named) — Main Building, Room 314 
 
Open Door — Main Building, Room 317 
 - “Revival: Faith as Wesley Lived It”  
    by Adam Hamilton 

Sojourners — CAC, Room 208 
 - “The Apostles” 
For a full class description, please visit our website at 
www.fumcedmond.org. 

http://fumcedmond.org/


Calendar of Events 
 
Wednesday, July 6 

All Day Youth CYME Camp 
6:00 am Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s 
 Egg 
6:00 pm Youth, 3rd floor Main 
 
Thursday, July 7 

All Day Youth CYME Camp 
6:00 pm Random Acts of Kindness, Big Heads on 
 Broadway 

Friday, July 8 

All Day Youth CYME Camp 
9:00 am Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym 
 
Saturday, July 9 

8:00 am UMM Breakfast, CAC 
 
Sunday, July 10 

8:30/11:00 am Traditional Worship Services, Sanctuary 
9:45 am Sunday School Classes 
10:50 am Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall 
1:00 pm Congregational Care Team, 118B Main 
2:00 pm Trustees, 116B Main 
7:30 pm Basketball, CAC Gym 
8:30 pm Volleyball, CAC Gym 
 
Monday, July 11 

9:00 am Summer Day Camp, CAC 
10:00 am Sr. Citizen Volleyball, CAC 
6:30 pm Page Turners Book Club, 118B Main 
7:00 pm Scout Troop 77, CAC 
 
Tuesday, July 12 

9:00 am Summer Day Camp, CAC 
6:00 pm Financial Review, 111B Main 
6:30 pm Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC 
  

 

M = Main Building  |  B = Basement  |  CAC = Christian Activity Center 

Weekly Attendance (July 3, 2016) 
Worship Service — 8:30 am 138 

Worship on Hurd — 10:50 am 51 

Worship Service — 11:00 am 156 

  

Total 345 

Sunday School 171 

Live Streaming 15 
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Tune into our Live Stream every Sunday at 11 am.  
ustream.tv/channel/first-united-methodist-edmond-ok  

Random Acts of Kindness 
Random Acts of Kindness will meet Thursday, July 7 at 
6:00 PM at Big Heads on Broadway. 

http://www.ustream.tv/channel/first-united-methodist-edmond-ok

