
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Funeral Guidelines 
First United Methodist Church Edmond 

 

When a loved one passes, our thoughts and prayers go out to the family in this time of sorrow 

and grief. Your church wants to be there for you to minister to your needs and bring comfort to 

your heart. Edmond FUMC is available to counsel and minister to you and your loved ones 

during this time. Our church family stands ready to assist anyone who needs our help and 

counsel. 

 

In the case of a funeral or memorial service needing to be held at FUMC Edmond, contact the 

church office at 405.341.0107 or beverly@fumcedmond.org.   

  

Can we plan to have a service at the church? 

Our Church Staff will do their best to work with the family to find a time that is convenient for 

both the needs of the family and the scheduled programs. These times need to be cleared by 

either the senior pastor or the associate pastor. 

 

Can we have a service in the Wesley Hall? 

There are times when the family requests a service in Wesley Hall instead of the main 

sanctuary. This is perfectly fine as long as the family understands that the room is smaller and 

does not have a piano or organ. 

 

What role does the Funeral Director play in the planning of the service? 

The funeral director meets with the family to discuss the many options available and then 

manages the details of the family’s needs and wishes. The funeral director leaves the actual 

funeral/memorial service up to the pastor to plan and direct with the family. 

 

Is the Christian Activity Center (CAC) available for a reception or luncheon? 

Yes! Our church family works hard to care for everyone in this difficult time. Once a service 

has been scheduled, our administrative assistant will contact a hospitality leader to coordinate 

the event.  

 

Should the family desire to use outside catering, our hospitality leader(s) would be happy to 

work on that option as well. No alcoholic beverages are permitted on the premises of the 

church property. 

 

Are photographs/video of the loved one and their life appropriate? 

Yes! Families are free to display photographs and/or play a video in the sanctuary for the 

funeral/memorial service as long as they console and preserve the dignity of the family. 
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Can I request favorite hymns, songs, readings or Scriptures? 

Yes. Keeping in mind that this is a Sanctuary and that there is a certain dignity and integrity of 

truth that needs to be observed the family is free to make their requests of the officiating pastor 

and then submit to his/her objective judgment. 

 

Who takes care of asking the musician(s)? 

Depending on the wishes of the family, after discussion with the officiating pastor, the 

officiating pastor will assume the responsibility to ask the musicians(s). 

 

Can the service be recorded, videotaped or live streamed? 

We do have the equipment to record and/or live stream the service. If media services are 

requested by the family, a technology fee is required. 

 

How are memorial gifts given to the church handled? 

Memorial gifts given are accepted in the name of the person who has passed away. The church 

office will see that the family is notified of who has given gifts so that they will be able to 

acknowledge the contributions. (Please allow a few weeks before expecting a record from the 

church as it usually takes a couple of weeks for people to send in memorial gifts.) 

 

The family may select an approved project or seek approval for a project through the 

officiating pastor.  

 

What are the fees I need to know about? 

Those who are involved in the ministry of the church see ministry as a privilege. Therefore, 

there will be no bills sent, nor will anyone be denied help due to “inability to pay.”  

 Sanctuary. There is no fee for the use of the church building for a funeral service or for 

the reception/luncheon. 

 Musicians. The musicians, whether they be the organist/pianist or soloists should be 

paid for their services. The required fee for the organist is at least $125 payable to the 

individual. The required fee for the soloist is at least $75 payable to the individual. 

 AV Technician. If media services are requested to do a video 

presentation/recording/live stream, they should be compensated for their time. The 

required fee is $100 payable to the individual.  

 Officiating Pastor. Since funerals and memorial services are exceptional and 

considered to be in addition to the pastor’s normal duties, it is appropriate to give the 

officiating pastor an honorarium of at least $200 for his/her services.  

 

 

Please note that our business manager prefers that any money given for services rendered be 

given directly to the individual and not to the church. 
 
 
 
   


