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EXTRAORDINARY LOVE 

The Messenger 

"...we can say with confidence 

'The Lord is my helper; 

    I will not be afraid. 

What can anyone do to me?'” 

  Hebrews 12:6 (NRSV) 

Of course, people can do lots of horrible things to 
us.  They betray us and lie about us. They harm us in    
ways that can be substantial.   

Unfortunately, we learn our lessons well.  If someone 
hurts me, I may not trust them again. 

If I encounter enough people who harm me, I may develop 
a wariness for people in general. 

Some call this practical and it may be to an extent. 

But this is not how God sees people. 

One time, after preaching a funeral, one of the children of 
the deceased came to me afterward, clearly upset, and 
exclaimed, "That was not how I knew her at all.  You paint-
ed too rosy a picture, pastor." 

I usually don't speak of a person's ugliness at a funeral, 
even if it was pretty characteristic. Because no matter how 
bad a person was, there is good in them too.  Of course, 
with some people, we may have to hunt a little longer! 

But when a person is in Christ, God forgives their sins and 
sees them as righteous. And so for a funeral, I am preach-
ing about them as God sees them.   

One might say, "But, you're not telling everything you 
know!" and this would be correct.  Revealing all we know 
for the world to see is usually not a kindness and it rarely 
corrects behavior that is problematic.  Especially if the per-
son is deceased! 

The author of Hebrews asks the question, "What can any-
one do to us?" and when it comes from a position of faith, 
we answer with confidence, "nothing!" 

Even though this is not always true, it is paradoxically true 
because our faith 
moves us beyond 
injury.  What else 
is the ability to 
forgive?  God al-
lows me to rise 
above my 
wounds.  They no 
longer define 
me.  Once I allow 
them to define 
me, I become a 
victim.  

Injured. 

Pitiable. 

But in Christ, we are strong enough to love a world that is 
much of the time unlovable. We can do it because the 
Lord is our helper.  With God's help, we don't even have to 
wait until they die!  And so we keep trying to love in spite 
of the hurdles.  And even as I tremble with fear, I will rise 
up and proclaim, "I will not be afraid." 

May it be so for you. 

In Christ, 

Sam 

 

 

Photo from Flickr.com, used under the Creative Commons license. 

 

After a fit of anger, I often regret my behavior. How 
often do we let circumstance dictate our response? 

http://www.fumcedmond.org
mailto:info@fumcedmond.org
https://www.youtube.com/user/EdmondFirstUMC
http://www.facebook.com/FirstUnitedMethodistChurchofEdmond
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Erica Lawrence, 
Director of Youth Ministries 

Megan Borum,  
Director of Children's Ministries 

CCYM Youth Summit 
August 27th 
7th-12th grade 
@Yukon Church of Good Shepherd 
We will meet at the church at 8:15am 
and return around 5:00pm  
 

Back to School Bash 
September 10 
3 - 5:00 pm 
*The youth help run a few booths at the 
Children’s Back to School Bash.  Sign up in 
Erica’s office if you are wanting to help 
volunteer. 

 Registration for our new Children’s Choir program has offi-
cially begun!  Paper copies are available in the choir room or 
at the CAC welcome desk on Sundays.  An electronic version 
is also available here: http://media.wix.com/
ugd/6b8349_c78d802a15e840da8a967d6398016b70.pdf 
 
Membership at FUMC is not a prerequisite, so feel free to 

pass this information along to other families who you think 

would be interested.  If you have any questions, don’t hesi-

tate to contact Andrew Schaeffer: 

(andrew@fumcedmond.org) 

Disciple Bible Studies Offered Sept 2016 

Long-term Bible studies have a way of changing us as life becomes more meaningful and we become transformed.  

Recent Disciple graduates have described their experience as follows: “makes me know that God is present in all our 

lives”; “important at a difficult time in my life”; “transformational process”; “I should have done it years ago”; “a very 

special experience—enlightening learning”; “has given me more faith in my spiritual journey”; “helped me to live un-

der God’s direction”; and, “inspirational and has changed my life”. 
  

The following Bible Studies will begin in September 2016: 
  

Disciple I (Becoming Disciples Through Bible Study) The first Disciple Bible study serves as the basis for  

all other studies in the Disciple family that follow.  Over the course of 34 weeks, Disciple I covers the entire 

Bible (Old and New Testaments), following the biblical story from Creation to the New Jerusalem. 

 

 

Disciple II (Into the Word Into the World) This 32-week study offers a deeper examination of Genesis,   

Exodus, Luke, and Acts, emphasizing the rhythm of coming to God and going for God...approaching all     

experiences of life as opportunities for faith, witness and service. 

Sign up now and come be a part of these very heart-to-heart, relational Bible study experiences!  Join the fun, laugh-

ter, sharing and meaningful spiritual walk like no other experience in your life.   Please prayerfully think about it!  You 

can sign up in the hall outside the east wing or call church office, 341-0107, or email info@fumcedmond.org. 
  

Blessings to you.  Don Vaught, Associate Pastor 

http://media.wix.com/ugd/6b8349_c78d802a15e840da8a967d6398016b70.pdf
http://media.wix.com/ugd/6b8349_c78d802a15e840da8a967d6398016b70.pdf
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What Is The Congregational Care Team? 

The Congregational Care Team visits members 
in our church who are no longer able to attend 
church services or participate in activities. We 
make personal visits, send cards, make phone 
calls, and take communion to those that desire 
it.     
  

Our big problem is learning about those that 
need these contacts.  We encourage you to let 
us know of anyone you know of that can bene-
fit from this ministry. Just call the church office 
or Carol Crisp (341-4014)  
  

Also, it is our goal to gain enough volunteers to 
expand this ministry.  We would like to have a 
follow-up period after someone has a major 
crisis such as a long recuperation period after 
surgery or a major illness; or the loss of a loved 
one.  Please think about joining our team.  It’s 
very rewarding and you won’t be sorry. 

THE SENIOR CONNECTION IS BACK 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 26, 2016 AT 6:00 P.M. 

CHRISTIAN ACTIVITY CENTER 
Dinner & Entertainment Furnished. 

Darci Farmer, an 11-year old ventriloquist who has 
performed at Steve Harvey’s “Little Big Shots” & 

also the national Ventriloquist Convention 
will be our entertainment 

 

SEE YOU THERE FOR THE FUN!!! 

Baptism 
Madelynn Mary Love 
was baptized Sunday,  
August 21.  She is the 
daughter of Jamie Love 
and granddaughter of Joe 
& Phyllis Gorman. 

New Young Adult Class 

Our new Sunday School class geared towards young 

adults who don't have children launched this past 

Sunday with 18 participants! So many, in fact, that 

they didn't really fit in the room they were assigned! 

Consequently, the 

class will be mov-

ing to room 108 in 

the Christian Activ-

ity Center this Sun-

day where they 

will have plenty of 

room to grow. If 

you're interested 

in more information about the class, e-mail Andrew 

Schaeffer (andrew@fumcedmond.org). 

Church & Society Whiz Kids’ Book Drive! 

 
Our Whiz Kids site is in need 
of new, current books!! If 
you can contribute 1 new 
book for Whiz Kids, you will 
grow our ability to tutor a 
child with a story that just 
might keep them reading. 
  

Our Whiz Kids request books that feature African 
American characters! They like funny books, mystery 
books, science books, sports books, animal books!  
2nd-5th grade reading level is our greatest need.  
  

These books are used weekly by the tutors with their 
Whiz Kid. They remain at the site to be shared 
amongst all the students.  
  

Baskets will be available August 28-Sept. 4 in the 
Sanctuary East Wing and in the Foyer. 
  

Thank you for sharing a good book!!!  

mailto:andrew@fumcedmond.org


 
Calendar of Events 
 
Wednesday, August 24 
6:00 am Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg 
6:00 pm Youth Fellowship, 3rd floor Main 
7:00 pm Choir Practice, 100B Main 
 
Thursday, August 25 
10:00 am “Good Grief” Support Group, 314M 
 
Friday, August 26 
9:00 am Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym 
10:00 am UMW Seeker’s Circle, 116B Main 
6:00 pm Senior Connection, CAC Gym 
 
Saturday, August 27 
8:00 am Youth, CCYM Youth Summit,  Good 
 Shepherd UMC,  Yukon 

 
Sunday, August 28 
8:30/11:00 am Traditional Worship Services, Sanctuary 
9:45 am Sunday School Classes 
10:50 am Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall 
5:00 pm Chancel Choir Practice, 100B Main 
5:00 pm Youth, 3rd floor Main 
7:30 pm Basketball, CAC Gym 
8:30 pm Volleyball, CAC Gym 
 
Monday, August 29 
9:00 am Preschool Teachers Workday, 316M 
10:00 am Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym 
12:00 pm Preschool Teachers, 107/8 CAC 
6:00 pm Scout Pack Meeting, CAC 
6:30 pm Wesley Found. Band Practice, Wesley Hall 
6:45 pm Bell Choir Practice, 104B Main 
7:00 pm Scout Troop 77,  CAC 
 
Tuesday, August 30 
9:00 am Preschool Teachers Workday, 108 CAC 
6:00 pm Preschool Parent Orientation, CAC Gym 
8:30 pm Wesley Worship, Wesley Hall 
 

M = Main Building  |  B = Basement  |  CAC = Christian Activity Center 

Weekly Attendance (August 21, 2016) 
Worship Service — 8:30 am 193 

Worship on Hurd — 10:50 am 94 

Worship Service — 11:00 am 213 

Nursery 10 

Total 510 

Sunday School 223 

Youth 25 
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Tune into our Live Stream every Sunday at 11 am.  
ustream.tv/channel/first-united-methodist-edmond-ok  

  

“Good Grief” Support Group 
Thursday, August 25  10-11 am 

Main Building, Rm. 314 
   

Our Wellness “Good Grief” Support 
Group is facilitated by Revs. John Corbin and Don 
Vaught.  We have had very good group sessions and 
look forward to your participation.  Anyone coping 
with the loss of a loved one may benefit from support 
offered by the group.  Support group sharing will be 
kept confidential.   Come be a part of a group of folks 
who care about you and how you have been coping 
with your loss/change in life.  Join us!   

http://www.ustream.tv/channel/first-united-methodist-edmond-ok

