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DEFINING GOD 

The Messenger 

Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot 

be shaken, let us give thanks, by which we offer to God an 

acceptable worship with reverence and awe; for indeed 

our God is a consuming fire. 

                                            Hebrews 12:28-29 
  

One of the most difficult tasks I have is to identify God at 

work in the world today.  This is difficult because in a way, 

this is defining God.  I recognize that I am limited.  I am 

shaped by my environment, my culture, and my family 

each of which are not mutually exclusive. 
  

As a preacher, I have to be aware of bias.  Am I reshaping 

God in my own image?  Does God care about the things 

that I care about or do I care about the things that God 

cares about?  Although this question seems like it ventures 

into the number of angels dancing on the head of a pin, it 

is actually a little more profound.  My hope is that I contin-

ually allow myself to be shaped by God even when it is 

difficult. 
  

For instance, when we started Worship on Hurd at 10:50 

am, it would have been a lot less work for us to simply 

continue with what we were doing.  Traditional worship 

comes more easily to me.  It would be easier to only have 

one worship space.  It would be simpler to have only one 

worship style.  One bulletin. 
  

Offering different musical styles requires different leader-

ship as well.  This means more people to work with.  
  

So if God were not part of the equation for me, we would 

have two services in the sanctuary (I realize that this state-

ment is highly ironic).  However, God calls us to reach out 

with our faith to all people.  In order to be effective in this 

and to effectively utilize the space we just built, I felt that 

God was calling us as a congregation to offer something 

new.  This doesn't mean that our sanctuary worship was 

broken.  It doesn't meant that it is ineffective.  It does 

mean that we recognize that God creates a diverse hu-

manity. 
  

Sometimes, we remake God into our own image.  This is 

the height of idolatry.  All people participate in this from 

time to time - we repent of it. We repent of trying to put 

God in a box. 
  

   A box that we are       

   comfortable with. 
  

     A box that is not so   

   dissimilar from who  

   we are at this very  

   moment in time. 
  

      A box that when we   

gaze inside looks  

more like a mirror   

 than a window. 

 
 

Worship requires that we look through the window.  We 

look at the mysterious, infinite God.  We try to define God 

in snippets and bits of experience and revelation as it re-

lates to the biblical witness.  And then we invite God to 

change our own natures and behaviors to fall more in line 

with the mystery. 
  

This Sunday, we'll continue to see how our faith is a source 

of strength to us through Hebrews 12:18-29.  How could 

God as mystery be a source of strength?  We'll share in 

this together at 8:30, 10:50 or 11 am! 
  

In Christ, 

Sam 

Sometimes our theology looks a 

lot like a "selfie" 

Photo used under the Creative Commons license via Flickr.com, 
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Erica Lawrence, 
Director of Youth Ministries 

Our annual all-congregational recital and ice cream 
social was a complete success this past Sunday!  The 
160 attendees heard everything from mandolin play-
ers to organ/piano duets to a capella groups.  Though 
not music related, a highlight of the program was our 
youth intern Quent Wheeler’s mad juggling skills.  
Needless to say, the talent of our congregation was 
shown in spades. 
  

A special thank you to all those who performed and/
or brought ice cream to the reception.  It’ll be an 
afternoon that won’t soon be forgotten. 
  
On another note, if you have been considering join-

ing a choir, now is an excellent time to do it!  A de-

scription of the ensembles and a full schedule of re-

hearsal times can be found on the music ministry 

web page: http://www.fumcedmond.org/#!music/

c3ou or I would be happy to field any questions you 

may have.  

Music Ministries Andrew Schaeffer, 
Director of Music Ministries 

Megan Borum,  
Director of Children's Ministries 

Please join us September 10th from 3:00-5:00p.m. for 
our Back to School Bash.  Free fun and food for the 
whole family 
with activities 
including a 
bouncy house, 
balloon artist, 
face painting, 
and carnival 
games.  Every-
one is wel-
come to 
attend!  Come 
play and get to 
know other 
families! 

Color Fest  - August 21st 
6th-12th grade 
2:15-6:30 @Yukon Good Shepherd 
*We will meet at the church.  

Things you need: 
$5 - Towel 
Change of Clothes and shoes  
WEAR WHITE 
Plastic Bag 
 
CCYM Youth Summit 
August 27th 
7th-12th grade 
@Yukon Church of Good Shepherd 
8:15am-5:00pm  
*You have to fill a release form out for 
the food bank. RSVP by Wednesday,  
August 17th  
 

Youth week was a smashing success this year. We started the week off 

with a Nerf Gun war in the CAC. We made barriers and refill stations, so 

they could take a break and refill their guns. It was a great start to an 

even better week. On Thursday, we visited Project 66 where we cleaned 

potatoes, sorted fruit, and helped the residents of Edmond shop for their 

weekly groceries. We wrapped Thursday up with a day at Lake Arcadia 

swimming and fellowshipping. On Friday, we split into teams and did a 

video scavenger hunt at UCO. On Saturday, we decided to watch the In-

credibles and raise money for Youth Service Fund (YSF) through having a 

concession stand. YSF is a grant that youth from the state of Oklahoma in 

the Methodist Conference can apply for to help start new programs in 

their youth groups. The youth council decided they wanted to give back 

to YSF, so we held a concession stand on Saturday and raised $115 on 

Saturday. We wrapped the week up with our annual event of Bigger or 

Better where they trade a paperclip for something bigger or better and 

keep doing that with new items at different homes. We averaged 30 

youth this week and 7 adults. The youth would like to say thank you to 

every parent or volunteer who helped make this week a great success!  

http://www.fumcedmond.org/#!music/c3ou
http://www.fumcedmond.org/#!music/c3ou
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Consider Ushering 

Ushering is one of our very important church 
services. If you, man or woman, would like to 
learn more about ushering or would like to be-
come an usher, please contact Larry Cunning-
ham, 341-4535, or the church office, 341-0107. 

 

Disciple Bible Studies Offered Sept 2016 

Long-term Bible studies have a way of changing us as life becomes more meaningful and we become transformed.  

Recent Disciple graduates have described their experience as follows: “makes me know that God is present in all our 

lives”; “important at a difficult time in my life”; “transformational process”; “I should have done it years ago”; “a very 

special experience—enlightening learning”; “has given me more faith in my spiritual journey”; “helped me to live un-

der God’s direction”; and, “inspirational and has changed my life”. 
  

The following Bible Studies will begin in September 2016: 
  

Disciple I (Becoming Disciples Through Bible Study) moves through the biblical story from Creation to 

the New Jerusalem.  There is also a Youth version of this study, which is written on a more appropriate 

level for high school youth.  The hoped-for results of this program are to develop biblically nourished per-

sons committed to live as disciples.   

 

Disciple II (Into the Word Into the World) emphasizes Genesis, Exodus, Luke and Acts.  This study 

concentrates on the rhythm of coming to God and going for God, of being in the Word and in the world 

individually and corporately.   

 

 

Sign up now and come be a part of these very heart-to-heart, relational Bible study experiences!  Join the fun, laugh-

ter, sharing and meaningful spiritual walk like no other experience in your life.   Please prayerfully think about it! 
  

Blessings to you.  Don Vaught, Associate Pastor 

THE SENIOR CONNECTION IS BACK 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 26, 2016 AT 6:00 P.M. 

CHRISTIAN ACTIVITY CENTER 
Dinner & Entertainment Furnished. 

Darci Farmer, an 11-year old ventriloquist who has per-
formed at Steve Harvey’s “Little Big Shots” & 

also the national Ventriloquist Convention 
will be our entertainment 

 

SEE YOU THERE FOR THE FUN!!! 

Cancer Support Group  
Friday, August 19 
If cancer is a part of your life, do not cope alone; 
you have a church and a cancer support group that 
is there for you! Items discussed will be confiden-
tial. Come find out more about fellowship, in-
creased awareness, healing, optimism, strength, 
understanding and growing together on Friday, 
August 19, from 10-11 am, in the Main Building, 
Room 314. 

Worship on Hurd Shooting Commercial 
 
We are shooting a commercial this Sunday for Wor-
ship on Hurd.  We hope to pack it out, so if you regu-
larly attend or are curious about the service, we 
would love for you to join us at 10:50 am.  It would 
be a great week to invite a friend! 



Calendar of Events 
 
Wednesday, August 17 
6:00 am Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg 
10:00 am UMW Executive Plan Mtg., 116B Main 
6:00 pm Youth Fellowship, 3rd floor Main 
7:00 pm Choir Practice, 100B Main 
 
Thursday, August 18 
6:00 pm Child Share, 107, 125/6 CAC 
7:00 pm Finance Meeting, 316 Main 
 
Friday, August 19 
9:00 am Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym 
10:00 am Cancer Support Group, 314 Main 
 
Saturday, August 20 
8:30 am Young Adult SS Class Trip, Skyline Urban 
 Ministry, 500 SE 15th St., OKC 
5:30 pm Private Event, CAC 

 
Sunday, August 21 
8:30/11:00 am Traditional Worship Services, Sanctuary 
9:45 am Sunday School Classes 
10:50 am Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall 
12:15 pm Mission Committee, 116B Main 
2:15 pm Youth Color Fest, Yukon Good Shepherd 
 UMC 
2:30 pm Evangelism Committee, 316 Main 
3:30 pm Worship Committee, 118B Main 
5:00 pm Chancel Choir Practice, 100B Main 
7:30 pm Basketball, CAC Gym 
8:30 pm Volleyball, CAC Gym 
 
Monday, August 22 
10:00 am Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym 
2:00 pm Wesley Found. Band Practice, Wesley Hall 
6:45 pm Bell Choir Practice, 104B Main 
7:00 pm Scout Troop 77,  CAC 
 
Tuesday, August 23 
1:00 pm Senior Congregational Care, 118B Main 
6:30 pm Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym 
 

M = Main Building  |  B = Basement  |  CAC = Christian Activity Center 

Weekly Attendance (August 14, 2016) 
Worship Service — 8:30 am 182 

Worship on Hurd — 10:50 am 87 

Worship Service — 11:00 am 200 

Nursery 10 

Total 479 

Sunday School 210 

Youth 40 
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P.O. Box 390 
Edmond, OK 73083 

Tune into our Live Stream every Sunday at 11 am.  
ustream.tv/channel/first-united-methodist-edmond-ok  

Adopt - A - Street 
Will be rescheduled due to street construction. 

  

“Good Grief” Support Group 
Thursday, August 25  10-11 am 

Main Building, Rm. 314 
   

Our Wellness “Good Grief” Support 
Group is facilitated by Revs. John 

Corbin and Don Vaught.  We have had very good 
group sessions and look forward to your participa-
tion.  Anyone coping with the loss of a loved one may 
benefit from support offered by the group.  Support 
group sharing will be kept confidential.   Come be a 
part of a group of folks who care about you and how 
you have been coping with your loss/change in 
life.  Join us!   

http://www.ustream.tv/channel/first-united-methodist-edmond-ok

