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I must apologize to my congregation. 
 
I failed to acknowledge or respond to the deadliest mass 
shooting in US history which happened in the early hours 
Sunday morning.  I was preparing for worship and simply 
failed to read any news before our services. 
 
At a minimum, we should have prayed for the families of 
those who had been killed. 
 
As I've explored the reports, I have seen responses diverge 
into two basic camps. 
 
Left-leaning people are calling for more gun control in the 
United States. 
 
Right-leaning people are calling for a more substantial re-
sponse to radical Islamic terrorists. 
 
We have people in our congregation which fall into one 
camp or the other.  Sometimes, people of one political per-
suasion automatically oppose what is put forward by the 
other side.  There seems to be a mentality that if "they" are 
for it, then I'm against it. 
 
This shutting down of any openness to contrary opinion is a 
part of our divide as a nation. 
 
As I've spoken with reasonable people in our church who 
do put forward these two ideas, pastorally, it makes me 
pose the question, "could both be correct?" 
 
There are reasonable gun safety measures that most Amer-
icans would probably favor if the issue weren't so polariz-
ing. 
 
Radical terrorists - Islamic or otherwise - are difficult to ne-
gotiate with.  If someone is convinced that God is on their 
side and they refuse to acknowledge your humanity, this is 
a dangerous mix.  To ignore it is to leave our neighbor at 
risk.   

Unfortunately, as we get caught up in the various respons-
es, we neglect the dead and wounded in Orlando.  There 
are families in mourning right now who may not care about 
the political or philosophical responses to this latest trage-
dy.  They may just be in shock.  
 
How do we rally around them?  How do we support them? 
 
How does the church declare that the categorical hate of 
any group of people is anti-Christian? 
 
As we look at our Christian story, when great violence was 
done to Jesus, God does not respond by outdoing the vio-
lence.  God responds with resurrection.  
 
It transformed the world then and we pray that as follow-
ers of the resurrection, it will continue to transform the 
world today. 
 
I invite you to take a moment and pray for our hurting 
world. 
 

In Christ, 
 
Sam 

RESPONDING TO TRAGEDY 

The Messenger 

We grieve with all those who are hurting. 

Picture by Cathy Baird via Flickr.com, used under Creative Commons license.   
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Erica Lawrence, Director of Youth Ministries 

Music Ministries Andrew Schaeffer, Director of Music Ministries 

Calling all incoming 6th-8th grade students!!  

We are having a pool party June 22 at 
Sam and Sheryl's house from 6-8 pm. Par-
ents and youth are invited. The youth are 
welcome to swim while the parents learn 
about the youth ministry and all that it 
entails. Please bring a towel and a side 
dish to share. 

ACOLYTE TRAINING 
All those interested in serving as acolytes for the 

upcoming year are asked to come to an acolyte 

training course taught by Andrew Schaeffer and Tina 

Koebelin this Sunday, June 19th from 9:45-10:45 in 

the Sanctuary.  We’ll look at practical things, such as 

safety around fire and walking up stairs while wear-

ing robes, but more importantly, we’ll talk about the 

role and significance of serving as an acolyte.  A 

blessing for the acolytes will conclude the meeting.  

If you have any questions, please contact Andrew at 

405.341.0107 ext. 113 or Andrew@fumcedmond.org  

JEM Camp 
June 13-17 
We have four youth, three 
adults, and two senior high 
leaders in training at Junior 
High Leadership camp this 
week. Please be in prayer for 
them this week as they learn 
to be leaders in their youth 
group and church.  

Welcome! 
 
Michael Porter joined on Sunday, 
June 12, transferring from Church of 
the Servant, OKC.   

 

 

Finn and Jack Henry Christopher 
were baptized Sunday, June 12. Their 
parents, David and Stacy Christopher, 
joined our church family last year. 

“When we turn to the psalms, we find extreme depth 
– emotional, theological and spiritual – all seamlessly 
woven into one fabric of worship.  In what can only be 
seen as a profound mystery as the psalmist pours out 
all his praise to God, he finds that his heart is, at the 
same time, filled to overflowing.  In worshipping God 
well he finds his true purpose.” Michael Card from “A 
Musician Looks at the Psalms” 
  

I’ve not found a better way to express how vital the 
psalms are to our worship than the quote above.  In 
many Liturgical churches, psalms are part of the week-
ly rote.  Yet here at FUMC we don’t often have the 
opportunity to explore this venerable part of the Bi-
ble. 

I’m hoping to partially alleviate that through our Festival 
of Psalms on Sunday, June 26th at 5:00 in the Sanctuary.  
During this hour-long event, the Adult Choir and Hand-
bell Choir will offer many different settings of Psalms 
while congregational singing and reflections by mem-
bers will round out the afternoon.  Like last year, a pot-
luck will follow in the Christian Activity Center, which 
you can read about elsewhere in the newsletter.  
 
I hope you’ll join us on June 26th as we are drawn into 
deep and meaningful worship through immersion in the 
majesty of these psalms! 

No Youth June 15 or 19 
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Fall 2016 Mission Trip  |  Oct. 20-24  
You're invited to join us on our mission trip to Lydia Patterson Institute in El Paso, Texas.  

The trip will be October 20-24 and will cost $300. To reserve your spot, please bring or mail a deposit of $150 to the 
church office. Checks should be made payable to FUMC with “LPI mission trip” in the memo line. Only 20 spots are 
available for this trip, so don’t delay in submitting your deposit. If you have any questions, please contact Megan 
Borum at 405-341-0107 or megan@fumcedmond.org. 

POTLUCK DETAILS 
In conjunction with our Festival of Psalms on 
June 26th, we’ll be having a congregation-wide 
Old-Fashioned Methodist Potluck in the CAC 
immediately following the Festival (around 
6:00p.m.)  
  

 If your last name ends in an A-E please 
bring dessert.   

 F-L Hot meat dishes, casseroles with meat 
(chicken, brisket, ham, ground beef, roast, 
etc).   

 M-R Cold vegetables, fruits and condi-
ments (sliced tomatoes, broccoli and dip, 
green and/or black olives, grapes, peaches, 
jello salads, vegetable salads and dressing, 
etc).   

 S-Z  Please bring Hot vegetable or potato 
dishes (green bean casserole, scallop pota-
toes, sweet potatoes, mashed potatoes, 
sweet hot carrots, broccoli and cheese, 
beets, etc).   

  

Volunteers will be there to receive and help 
with food before the Festival.  After the won-
derful music, please come and enjoy delicious 
food and fellowship!  If you have any ques-
tions, please call Sue Ellis (642-7221).  

VBS Party at Pelican Bay! 
Celebrate another year of VBS in 
the books with us at Pelican Bay on 
Saturday, June 18 from 6-8 pm. If 
you have any questions, please call 
Megan Borum at 405-341-0107. 

SENIOR CONNECTION PRESENTS 
 

THE “GRASSLAND BAND” 
PLAYING BLUEGRASS MUSIC 

(AND THERE IS ALWAYS THE CHANCE YOU’LL WANT 
TO GET UP AND DO A LITTLE DANCING.) 

 

JUNE 24, 2016 – 6:00 P.M. 
CHRISTIAN ACTIVITY CENTER 

 

WE WILL BE HAVING BRISKET 
AND ALL THE TRIMMINGS 

 

THIS IS A WONDERFUL WAY TO VISIT WITH OLD FRIENDS, 
GET ACQUAINTED WITH NEW PEOPLE, HAVE A GREAT 

MEAL, AND BE ENTERTAINED!! 

mailto:megan@fumcedmond.org?subject=LPI%20Mission%20Trip


Wednesday, June 15  
All Day Growin’ In Grace Camp, Canyon Camp 
All Day Youth JEM Camp 
6:00 am Over the Hill Gang Breakfast, Jimmy’s Egg 
7:00 pm Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B 

Thursday, June 16 
All Day Youth JEM Camp 
6:00 pm Child Share, 107, 125/6 CAC                                         
7:00 pm Finance Committee, 316M 

Friday, June 17 
All Day Youth JEM Camp 
9:00 am Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym 
3:00 pm Youth return from JEM Camp 

Saturday, June 18 
6:00 pm VBS Celebration, Pelican Bay Aquatic Center 

Sunday, June 19 
8:30/11:00 am Traditional Worship Services, Sanctuary 
9:45 am Sunday School Classes 
10:50 am Worship on Hurd, Wesley Hall 
5:00 pm Chancel Choir Practice, M 100B 
7:30 pm Basketball, CAC Gym 
8:30 pm Volleyball, CAC Gym 

Monday, June 20 
9:00 am Summer Day Camp, CAC 
10:00 am Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym 
6:45 pm Bell Choir Practice, M 104 

Tuesday, June 21 
9:00 am Summer Day Camp, CAC 
6:30 pm Senior Citizens Volleyball, CAC Gym 

M = Main Building  |  B = Basement  |  CAC = Christian Activity Center 

Weekly Attendance (June 5, 2016) 
Worship Service — 8:30 am 179 

Worship on Hurd — 10:50 am 54 

Worship Service — 11:00 am 263 

Nursery 16 

Total 512 

Sunday School 244 

Live Streaming 2 
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Tune into our Live Stream every Sunday at 11 am.  
ustream.tv/channel/first-united-methodist-edmond-ok  

Notes of Thanks: 
 
 Thank you so much for helping with my fundrais-

er! I couldn't have succeeded without your help! 
Thanks to you I was able to surpass my goal of 
$650 and now I can easily buy the bench, the trees 
and the food used in my fundraiser!  Nick Morey 

 
 A BIG thank you to the costume ladies, Sharri Lee, 

Nancy Reynen, Reese Todd, Freda Ecker and 
Shirley Calvert.  You did a magnificent job!   

      Marie Gately 

Thanks to all those who 
donated supplies and 
volunteered for VBS!  It 
was a huge success! 
Looking forward to next 
year. 
Megan Borum 

http://www.ustream.tv/channel/first-united-methodist-edmond-ok

